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From our Minister 

 

Dear Friends,           June 2024 

 

Dear Friends,        June 2024 

I know a good many of you like nothing more than getting down on your knees with your 
hands in the dirt!  In the garden! It was just a week ago or so that the flower show opened its 
doors to the public.  I know a few of you attended. 
 

It was fascinating to hear this week a conversation on the benefits of gardening.  Gardening 
encourages the quiet virtues of care, patience and humility. Maybe things will grow in good 
soil and with  sun and rain  a garden can flourish without help.  But for the most part without 
taking care of your plants, tending to them and loving them.  Without waiting patiently and 
with humility to understand that you are dealing with something not totally in your control, any 
gardening efforts would probably be a disaster.  
 

Flowers in church look pretty and are a pleasant decoration.  The Easter Garden is a lovely 
addition to celebrations.  But they are hardly as important as the scripture reading and 
communion. I am none too keen on gardening and so perhaps not so appreciative of flowers 
in church, preferring the depth of theological argument, or the moving occasion of the liturgy. 
I think the many gardeners among you and flower experts would wish to argue with me! 
  
And on reflection I think you would be right to do so. So, forgive me. This is my mistake! 
 

I wondered too whether Mary made a mistake in the garden at Jesus tomb. (John 20; 11-18)  
We are told she mistakenly took Jesus for the gardener.  Perhaps she got it right!  She did 
not mistake Jesus for a gardener because, what you have all known all along and I have 
misunderstood is, Jesus is The Gardener. 
 

God made us to be gardeners who enable the rest of creation.  The biblical story begins in 
the garden of Eden.  Jesus weeps and struggles in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Mary meets 
with Jesus in a garden. In Revelation, in the garden, depicted as a new heaven and the new 
earth,  we find the tree of life accessible to all and eternally yielding fruit.  
 

So perhaps I should look differently on the flowers in church in the future. For the flowers 
proclaim the heart of the gospel. They reveal what Mary saw, that Jesus rising to life was 
about God’s loving purpose for the world. They call us forward to be gardeners and tillers and 
keepers of the earth.  
 

Your gardens can offer you a retreat from the noisiness of life’s challenges and offers 
something different from the market world, the competition and thirst for efficiency and gain.  
They also reveal some thing of Gods hope for the world, in the simple planting of a seed. 
   
But a good many of you knew this already,…getting down on your knees with your hands in 
the dirt!  In the garden! 
 

God bless 

 

Roger 

 



 

Tolworth - Diary for June 2024 

 

Sunday  2nd    10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Lesley Charlton 

 

Monday 3th     5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 5th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday 9th   2.00pm Biscuit Club – visit to Claremont Gardens   

 

Sunday   9th        Anniversary Communion service 

   10.30am Led by members and staff of Junior Church and our  

     Minister followed by bring and share lunch 

 

Monday 10th     5.30pm Pilots  

 

Wednesday 12th   10.00am Playtime 

  

Thursday 13th  2.00pm Biscuit Club visit to Claremont gardens 

 

Sunday 16th   10.30am Morning Worship led by Mrs Linda Lambert followed by 

     Church meeting 

   6.30pm Evergreen Church 

      

Monday 17th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 19th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday 20th  3.30pm Messy Church 

    

Sunday  23rd    10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister 

 

Monday 24th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 26th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday  30th    10.30am Morning worship led by Ms Heather Lodge 

 

July 2024 

 

Sunday 7th    10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister 

 

 
 

Tolworth Family Circle 



 

 
Sadly this week we learned of the death of June Davis. June has been becoming more frail in 
recent months and has been in and out of hospital for the last few weeks. She died 
peacefully at home on Sunday 26th May with her family beside her. She was only a week 
away from her 97th Birthday. We pray for her family, especially her daughters, Coral and 
Susan at this sad time. 
 
Paul Craven has had his operation to repair a hole in his retina but it seem that he will have 
quite a long recovery period so we may not see him at Church for some time. We pray that 
he will gradually improve and be back with us before long. Cynthia Stock has had a fall and is 
not feeling too good at present. We hope she will soon feel better. It was good to have 
Pauline Beckles back in Church again after her knee gave way on the plane coming back 
from holiday. She is still finding it very painful and needs the support of her stick. 
 
Barbara Smith hopes to be back with us for Church Anniversary and she and Gary are feeling 
a bit better. Please remember all these friends and any others who may be feeling poorly. 
 

Moira 

June 2024 Diary for London Road, Ewell 
 

Sunday 2nd  10.30 am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

     Led by Revd Roger Jones 

 
Monday 3rd  12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 
Sunday 9th  10.30 am Morning Worship led by Mrs Linda Lambert 
 
Tuesday 11th  12.30  Church Lunch at the Haywain, names to 

     Dennis and Anne Sexton 

 
Sunday 16th  10.30 am Morning Worship led by Revd Roger Jones 

 
Monday 17th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 
Sunday 23rd  10.30 am Morning Worship led by Dr Nick Mayhew- 
     Smith 

 
Thursday 27th 2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, everyone welcome 

 
Sunday 30th  10.30 am Morning Worship led by Revd Barbara  
     Pearson 

 
July 

 
Monday 1st  12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 

Sunday 7th  10.30 am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

     led by Mrs Linda Lambert 
 

Roger asked for this letter to be included 



 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Resume of Minutes of Tolworth Church meeting 14 April 2024 
 
Matters arising: 
 
Church wall: 

• Repairs to the front gate post will cost £60.   

 
Energy audit 
 
Agreed:  
• Circulate the energy/ eco church plan with the minutes of Church Meeting. 

• Decline any smart meter offer as Tolworth has an industrial boiler. 

• Copies of the Eco Church questionnaire will be available at the back of the Church. 

• Investigate costs of measures that are achievable and bring back to Church meeting. 

Actions: 

• Dave & Gillian to go round the church doors and cost the drought-proofing. 

• Dave to find out if boilers are A-rated. 

• Obtain a quote for new light fittings especially with the strip lights in the hall - ask Manse company and the 
company who will do the electrical work at Ewell. 

• Obtain a quote for magnetic glazing as well as the cost of replacement double-glazed windows for the 
skylights.  

• Obtain a quote for a destratifier in the Sanctuary. 

• Ask current waste collection providers to provide quote for additional recycling. 

• Ask Management Group about cycle stands. 

 
PA system 
• Currently waiting to meet with technical support from New Malden URC to identify what is needed at Tolworth, 
 
Printed order of service 
Action: 
• Ian to trial this on the back of Sunday Link from the end of April 2024. 
 

Financial report 
 
Noted: 
• Donations to the 2023 Gift Day cannot be used to make charitable donations as this was not advertised at the 

time. In accordance with new legislation, Synod has advised the Elders that the 2024 Gift Day will need to 
declare that a percentage will be going to named charities to give donors the option of amending their gifts. 

• £8000 is currently available from Gift Day contributions for Church use.   

• Additional fund-raising for specific causes would be needed if the Church wishes to make charitable 
donations. 

Any other business 

• The areas around the outside of Raeburn Hall need clearing of weeds.  
 
First Aider 
• Julie Marsh is first aider and possibly Joan. 

• Carol is still arranging first aid training. 

 

Date of next meeting: 16 June 2024 



 

From Brenda Kelly 

 
Yesterday I sat in the garden reading my book, yes the sun was out.  While I sat there, I saw 
tiny, tiny bluetit.  I have a  really old sad bird house, but each year the bluetits move in.  They 
are obviously not fussy about their home!  I feel very privileged that they chose my garden. I 
was worried about the baby, but he seemed quite happy and I fortunately do not have a cat. 
Today it is pouring with rain and he is still bobbing around. 
 
At the moment  garden is very green and I am hoping that very soon it will be full of colour - I 
cannot wait. My pride and joy at the moment is a Gertrude Jekyll rose and the perfume just 
speaks of summer.  There is great hope that more perfume and colour will soon emerge. 
While a write this I am watching Chelsea Flower Show which I find depressing at the same 
time as being exciting.  No way can the average person compete with the fabulous gardens, 
but in a very small way we can encourage wild life to our garden, either with tiny baby birds, 
bees, butterflies and all sorts of  and  insects.  Just sit back and enjoy nature as it happens 
year after year  

 Brenda 

From Barbara Smith 

 
Gary and I are currently enjoying a break in Norfolk, big skies and open views, time to reflect 
and relax. 
 
Like many people, we have experienced ups and downs recently but being able to catch up 
with old friends has proved to be a true joy.  Greetings from those we know may vary but they 
all mean the same thing ‘great to see you and that’s a lovely feeling. 
 
In fact that’s why I’m looking forward to church anniversary, a chance to say ‘hello’ and see 
old friends 

 

Barbara 

 

With thanks to Sue Shaw 

 
You're writing a gospel each day of your life  

Be sure that your gospel is true 

For the only gospel some people will read  
Is the gospel according to you 

 

 

Biscuit Club 

 
The next Biscuit Club is Thursday 13th June.  We hope to go to Claremont Garden. We will 
meet at the Garden at 2.00.  There is Sculpture Exhibition on at that time and entrance is £13 
It is up to you if you wish to go in the garden or just join us for a coffee/tea in the Cafe  

Hoping to see you all there.         Brenda 

 

 



 

Tales from the campground 20:  first aid 

 

 

Sciatica having stopped recent camping plans, I thought we might 

look at first aid, camp-style. 

Hardened bushcrafters carry a cotton bandana for a 

sling/bandage/water filter/towel etc, all-purpose duct tape as an 

emergency plaster, and a few painkillers. Injuries or illnesses that 

can’t be sorted with these are either just to be endured or are 

serious enough to require medical help. We like to think we’re 

acquiring bushcraft skills, but we’re not that tough.  

If you look at the plants available to the Israelites, you’ll find they 
treated a variety of ailments. Sadly lacking safe foraging skills, we 
opt for pharmaceutical alternatives. We also match the kit to our 
activities. I suspect the Israelites would recognise our: 

• walking issues such as blisters (none) and sprains (1) 

• fire accidents such as burns (1) 

• wood use such as splinters (numerous) 

• knife / axe accidents, (one onion-induced cut finger, one stab wound to the palm pulling 
out a vicious tent peg, one bashed fingernail). We carry a high-tec military trauma 
bandage just in case but also because we see so much dangerous axe-handling from 
other campers.  

Problem Hebrews Us 

Digestion Anise Bicarb 

Headache Mint Paracetamol (I can’t take Ibuprofen) 

Infection Myrrh Anti-bacterial wipes and antiseptic cream – the 
woods are full of Lyme disease-carrying deer 
ticks 

Inflammation Frankincense Ibuprofen or aspirin 

Respiratory Hyssop I forgot my asthma inhaler only once 

Skin problems Aloe Burn gel 

Upset stomach Cinnamon Immodium.  
No-one wants diarrhoea on camp. Fortunately 
we’ve not poisoned ourselves (yet) and the 
toilets are really clean. 

We pack a few plasters, safety pins, gauze, bandage, fine-nosed tweezers, scissors and our 

personal medication. My scarf would act as a sling and we always have at least one water 

bottle to hand. We take preventive action by treating clothes with anti-tick stuff and ourselves 

with insect repellent. We divide the kit between us so that if something happens to one set, 

we still have supplies in the other. 

We’re not really hypochondriacs I promise! 

Heather Lodge 

 
 



 

With thanks to Sid Heath 

 
 

 
Look closely – what do you see? 

 
 
 
 



 

Roger Fenn’s June Quiz 

 
Romans 

 
Paul writes a very theological letter to the house-churches in Rome before he visits them to 
establish some common ground in the hope that they will draw closer together. We look at 
some if the advice he gives in chapters 8 and 12 

 
From Chapter 8: 

 

1. What reward, does Paul say, is for those who live by the Spirit? 

 

2. When the people were depressed by life in Rome and persecution by the emperor, 
 what will encourage them to keep going? 

 
3. What role does the Risen Christ perform on our behalf?. 
 
4. List the things that, Paul says, cannot separate us from God’s love. 
 
From Chapter 12 

 
5. How does Paul want church members to behave towards each other? 

 

6. What analogy does Paul use to try to unify the Rome house-churches?. 
 

7. Love binds the churches together but what kind of love must it be? 

 
8. The churches contain people from all walks of life, but there must be no social 
 divisions. What is Paul’s advice? 

 

9. Quoting from, “Proverbs” how does Paul insist that they treat their enemies? 

 

10. What effect will this have on them? 

 

 
 

An invitation 

 

Members of Tolworth meet for lunch at The Hogsmill, Worcester Park. Here are the dates for 
forthcoming lunches at the Hogsmill.  Everyone is welcome to join us, so please make a note 
of the dates -          

26thJune 
31st July. 

 
All that is required is that you let me have your name by the previous Sunday and enjoy 
eating with your friends The time is 12.30. Thanks       
  

Brenda  (01372 743968) 

 



 

 
Listen 

 
Listen and we’ll hear God’s voice, 

In rustling leaves and blackbird’s song, 
Amid the clamour of the world, 

The wind still blows the clouds along. 
 

Listen and we’ll hear God’s voice 

Speak through our families and friends. 
Their patient and unfailing care, 
And fellowship that never ends. 

 
Listen and we’ll hear God’s voice 

In darkest night and brightest day. 
In saddest and in joyful times 

God’s comfort’s never far away. 
 

Dear Lord, I ask you, speak to me, 
When life is dull and long the days, 

And let me always answer you, 
With prayers of thankfulness and praise. 

 

Barbara Pearson 

 
 

 
June Quiz – Answers 

              
 

 1. They are “Sons of God”.     Chapter 8 v 1 

  

 2. The Spirit of Christ.      Chapter 8 v 26 

 
 3. He intercedes for us with God the Father.  Chapter 8 v 34 

 
 4. Read.        Chapter 8 v 38 - 39 

 
 5. To be humble as Christ was humble.     Chapter 12 v 3 
  

 

 6. t\hey are one body but with different functions.  Chapter 12 v 5 

 

 7. Sincere love.       Chapter 12 v 9 

 

 8. Live in harmony with one another.   Chapter 12 v 16 

 
 9. Feed them – give them a drink    Chapter 12 v 20 

 



 

 10. Shame them [heap coals of fire on their heads] Chapter 12 v 20 

      

Sunday Worship at Tolworth 

 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 

‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 
 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 

 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      

  
     

         Serving Elders           Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly, 
                Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    

         Management             Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 
Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 

 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs Brenda Kelly      
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones       
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

  Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 

 

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  
 

 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 

 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    

 
 Treasurer  Mr. George Pearson    

 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson, 
    Mrs. P. Redvers-Smith, Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 

 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 

 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 

 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 

 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 

 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 

 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 

 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 

 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 

 Finance & Property  Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge 

     & Mr. M. Westbrook 

 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 

 

 

 

Thanks to those who have contributed to this edition - please keep them 
coming – especially from London Road!  We hope to publish a magazine 
for June. Please let me have all your material by 23rd May. Send it to 
iandm@earlblue.com 

 

mailto:iandm@earlblue.com

