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Dear Friends, July 2024

Spirit levels and Spiritual levels!

A few weeks ago, | had reason to borrow David'’s spirit level. And | mean both David’s. In
Ewell, | helped David replace the nappy changing table. In Tolworth | helped David install a
large pull-down screen. For those people new to our magazine David and David carry out
huge amounts of work on the buildings for both churches! 1 do not think that we had
specified that the maintenance person for the churches must be called David but there we
are.

But they both own spirit levels nd it was very helpful. We did not want the screen to be
wonky or the baby changing table at an angle for obvious reasons. They needed to be level
and straight! This was the right way!

This seems like a good time to mention the recent considerable renovations on the
churches.

In Ewell, now that the roofing is complete and free from “water egress” and the ceilings in the
sanctuary replaced, we move to more refurbishment and modernisation in the halls. | had
not thought | was going to be involved in a significant building project in my ministry. But that
is how it has turned out in Ewell. | am learning lots of new skills in negotiations with
architects and Quantity Surveyors and technical engineers. And who would not “first sit down
and estimate the cost,” Luke 14;28.

Although the work is not so extensive in Tolworth, they have embarked on a report to explore
whether the eco-footprint of the building can be improved. So Tolworth have been thinking
about solar panelling to draft excluders, LED lighting to green walls and new windows to
destratifiers...(look it up).

All these very real and practical considerations in both churches are necessary if we are to
try to improve facilities for our users, improve efficiency and emission reduction, reduce
costs and so and care for God'’s creation.

All these very real and practical considerations take us to the story of Mary and Martha!
(Luke 10; 38-42) Rather than using so many spirit levels should we not be more focused on
our spiritual levels!

Martha opens her home to Jesus and the disciples. She was focused on the very real and
practical consideration of preparing the meal and refreshment. However, she rounds on her
sister who is sitting at Jesus feet. Martha tells Jesus that Mary ought to be helping in the
preparation! “Only one thing is need,” says Jesus “Mary has chosen the better way.”

Some have interpreted this account as Jesus reinforcing the idea that Martha’s priorities are
wrong. Mary is more spiritual and so better! The “spiritual level” is more important than the
very real and practical considerations. But in all honesty, we know we need to eat,
redecorate, prepare and plan. So, we end up suggesting both are important! But this
explanation reduces Jesus’ (even if gentle) rebuke of Martha. She was definitely distracted!



So what was the rebuke? Was it not simply that her distraction led her to be less than
graceful towards her sister! This was the spiritual downfall. Jesus was simply asking Martha
to show more grace towards Mary.

| guess it could have been the other way around. Martha could have been quietly and
gracefully getting on with her work, knowing what needed to be done, and doing it. And
Mary could have said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do all the praying?
Tending to you? Tell her to pray!” “No, Mary,” Jesus would have said. “Martha has chosen
the better way”

The better way is the Jesus way. In the midst of everyone’s busy lives. Being more gracious

to one another. Being peace makers. Yes, building bridges. Building with David’s spirit levels
and spiritual levels! Walking the Jesus way.

God bless

-

Roger

Garden Party

You are all invited
to the Manse Garden Party
on Sunday

4" August 2024 3pm

Tea and coffee, games, cakes
Keep date free
7 The Mount, Worcester Park
KT4 8UD

ToLwORTH UNITED REFORMED

CHURCH
ARE SUPPORTING THIS EVENT AGAIN
WE WILL HAVE A STALL
ACTIVITIES AND GAMES AND CRAPTS!
VOLUNTEER? — YES PLEASE
SEE GILLIAN

Sunday 7th July

www.berrylandsfestival.co.uk

Tolworth - Diary for July &



Monday 1st

Wednesday 3

Sunday 7th
Monday gth
Tuesday gth

Wednesday 10t

Thursday 11"
Sunday 14t
Monday 15t

Wednesday 17t

Thursday 18"
Sunday 218t
Sunday 28t

August 2024

Sunday 4th

Sunday 11th
Sunday 18t
Sunday 25t

September 2024

Sunday 1st

5.30pm
10.00am
10.30am
5.30pm
2.30pm
10.00am
1.00pm
10.30am
5.30pm
10.00am
3.30pm
10.30am
6.30pm

10.30am

10.30am
3.00pm

10.30am
10.30am

10.30am

10.30am

August 2024
Pilots
Playtime
Morning Worship led by our Minister
Pilots
Elders’ meeting
Playtime
Funeral of June Davis
Morning communion led by Mr Mark Dennis
Pilots
Playtime
Messy Church
Morning Worship led by Ms Sue Shaw
Evergreen Church

Morning worship led by our Minister

Morning Worship led by Mrs Linda Lambert
Manse Garden Party

Morning Communion led by our Minister
Morning Worship led by our Minister

Morning Worship led by Ms Heather Lodge

Morning Worship led by Revd David Skitt



Tolworth Family Circle

It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Cynthia Stock on 14" June.
Cynthia had not been well for some time but it was still a shock to us all to hear this news.
She was always there, at Church services, Church Meetings, - Every event we held —
Cynthia was there usually arranging the flowers, the catering and everything else that was
needed. Cynthia was an Elder and served as Church secretary for over 14 years. She
trained as a Lay preacher, often leading worship at our Church. She will be greatly missed by
all of us and we extend our deepest sympathy to Geof and all their family. We do not yet
have any information of funeral arrangements.

Lesley Menneer has had a fall in her home and is a bit bruised and shaken but was not
badly injured. We hope she will soon feel better. It was good to see Paul Craven back in

Church again after his eye operation. He still cannot drive and his vision will take a long time
to recover.

Moira

July & August 2024 Diary for London Road, Ewell

July

Monday 1%t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Tuesday 2" 12.30 Church lunch, venue to be advised

Sunday 7t 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion,
conducted by Mrs. Linda Lambert

Monday 8t 10 am Elders’ Meeting

Sunday 14 10.30 am  Morning worship conducted by Revd
Barbara Pearson

Sunday 215t 10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Revd
Roger Jones

Thursday 25™ 2-3pm Friendship Hour, all welcome

Sunday 28t 10.30 am  Morning worship conducted by Mrs.
Linda Lambert

August

Sunday 4 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion,
conducted by Revd Roger Jones

Sunday 11t 10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Revd

Barbara Pearson



Tuesday 13 12.30 Church lunch, venue to be advised

Sunday 18® 1030 am Morning worship conducted by Mrs.
Linda Lambert

Thursday 22" 2-3pm Friendship Hour, all welcome

Sunday 25t 10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Mr. Mark
Dennis

London Road Family News

Anne and Dennis Sexton had a very pleasant break recently at a hotel recommended by
Blind Veterans UK, especially for ex-forces personnel. Anne is partially-sighted and ex-RAF
so she fits the profile. They had a splendid time, and spoke very highly of the facilities, the
staff and their magnificent en-suite room. The highlight of the week was a visit by the
Duchess of Edinburgh, aka Sophie, wife of Prince Edward. She was absolutely charming and
had a long chat with Anne about her time in the RAF. They also attended the lighting of a
beacon to commemorate the D-Day landings. Such an interesting and well-deserved holiday
for our friends.

We had a lovely celebratory lunch after our Church Anniversary service. We shared the
catering with our Korean friends, and made a conscious effort to mix the two congregations
over lunch. Later we played games together, organised by Woon and Dana from the Korean

church, and were entertained with singing and dancing by the younger members of the
Korean congregation.

Barbara Pearson
From Brenda Kelly

(Broken) Biscuit Club

It as been agreed at Church Meeting that the Biscuit Club has come to an end. It has been
running for over two years, but has not been attended very well. It has been decided to
meet at a Garden Centre for tea/coffee and cake still on the second Thursday in the month.

There will not be one in July as it is June Davis’s funeral, therefore we will meet at Court
Farm Garden Centre in Tolworth on Thursday 8th August at 2.30. The Biscuit Club will now
be called The Broken Biscuit Club. Please join us for refreshments and a chat.

Thank you

Brenda



Tales from the campground 21: stuffed mice

No, we’re not recreating that ancient Roman recipe for the
delicacy of stuffed dormice. We did threaten it but, in fact, no mice
were hurt. Not by us anyway. Although it
is entirely possible they had severe
indigestion. In which case, we have no
sympathy.

Pitch F9 is one of our favourites and it
made a lovely site for our first camp this
year. It's off the main tracks near the

: : meadow where the owls fly at dusk, it has no near neighbours, and
has a secluded annex for the fire. It is also home to an extremely well-fed mouse. We’ve met
this mouse before on F9 when it chewed its way through one fabric and two plastic bags to
eat a perfect circle from the middle of a loaf. We were super careful with our bread this time.
We took the bag out only when we needed it and made sure it was securely hidden away
when we finished, convinced that no mouse would even consider gnawing through the fly
sheet and inner tent just for sliced bread.

Come Tuesday morning, we had three slices and the end of a fruit loaf left. We shared them
out for breakfast, deciding that we really had to leave the site to find further supplies. And
discovered that we had been outwitted once again. | was encouraging the kettle to boil when
S suddenly said “Oooh this doesn’t look good.” | thought he meant the weather. But | looked
up to see him holding up the sad remnants of the bread where it had obviously been well
and truly munched. Given the size of the hole in the bread bag it it looked like the mouse had
brought its relations along.

| was gloating that the fruit loaf had survived the raid when | noticed that an experimental
corner had been nibbled. Examining the packet carefully, we agreed that the thief had tried it
but spat it out. Fruit loaf is obviously inferior to white bread. We laughed so much we fell off
our seats.

We saw the culprit two days later, accompanied by a ridiculously cute baby, both
looking well stuffed - and not the slightest bit guilty.

Heather Lodge



Roger Fenn’s July Quiz

For our July quiz, we return to the Book of Psalms and consider Psalm 147 — another
Creation Psalm.

1. How does the Lord treat The Exiles who have now returned to Jerusalem?
2. How does God care for the humble people?

3. Which instrument accompanies our thanksgiving?.

4. What grows on the hills after the rain?

5. Which patrticular creatures does He feed?

6. Who gives the Lord pleasure?.

7. How does God protect Jerusalem?

8. Which cereal crop does He provide for food?

9. How does the Psalmist describe snow, frost and hail?

10. To whom does God reveal his Word and Laws?

An invitation

Members of Tolworth meet for lunch at The Hogsmill, Worcester Park. Here are the dates for
forthcoming lunches at the Hogsmill. Everyone is welcome to join us, so please make a note
of the dates -
315t July..
4t September
9™ October
13" November

2025

8" January
19" February
26" March
30" April

All that is required is that you let me have your name by the previous Sunday and enjoy
eating with your friends The time is 12.30. Thanks

Brenda



10.

Song of Quiet Trust (Psalm 131)

Should I raise my thoughts to heaven,
Lift my voice with fervent cry?
My soul’s prayer is simple, quiet -
No wild calling, just a sigh.

Mighty words would overwhelm me,
Make me see myself as small.
Never let such thoughts oppress me -
Humble hearts can hear God’s call.

Every soul can find a refuge,
Measured not by wealth or power,
Each receive a blessed comfort,
Know God'’s presence hour by hour.

For God’s call is like a mother’s,
Soothes me, makes my heart secure.
Crashing storms can rage about me —

In God’s arms my future’s sure.

Barbara Pearson

July Quiz — Answers

He heals the broken-hearted. and binds up their wounds.
He sustains them.

The harp.

The grass.

Cattle and young ravens.

Those who fear Him and hope in Him.

He strengthens the bars on its gates

Wheat.

Wool, Ashes, Pebbles.

Jacob / Israel

v?2

V 6

v7

v 8

v9

v 11

v 13

v 14

v16-17

v 19



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3'd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister

Secretary

Treasurer

Serving Elders

Management
Committee

Revd Roger Jones

0208 393 4270

rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Mrs M Fleming

Mr G Stock

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly,
Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock,

Mrs K Woolard,

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker

Flower Secretary
Halls Letting Officer
Junior Church
Magazine Editor
Magazine Secretary
Organist

Pilots

Playtime

Youth Worker
Rainbows
Brownies

Guides

Mrs J. Marsh
Mrs Brenda Kelly
Mr S. Heath

Mrs B Kelly

Mr | Fleming

Mrs M Fleming
Mrs G Jones

Mrs M Fleming
Miss Carys Kelly
Ms Kirsten Cook
Ms Michelle Nicholls
Mrs J Pelham

8399 3926


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Morning Worship at 10.30

Minister Revd Roger Jones 020 8393 4270
Secretary Mrs Pamela Galliers
Treasurer Mr. George Pearson

Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson,
Mrs. P. Redvers-Smith, Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping Mrs. B. Williams

Flower rota Mrs. P. Galliers

Lettings Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton

Organist Vacant

Safeguarding Mr. D. Mugridge

Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki

Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson

Pulpit Supply Revd B Pearson

Friendship Hour Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton

Lunch Club Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Bible Study Revd B Pearson

Finance & Property Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge
& Mr. M. Westbrook

Synod Rep. Miss Rosemary Holmes

Thanks to those who have contributed to this edition - please keep them
coming — especially from London Road! We hope to publish a magazine
for September. Please let me have all your material by 22"4 August. Send
it to iandm@earlblue.com



mailto:iandm@earlblue.com

