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From our Minister 

 

Dear Friends,        September 2024 

 
Community living 

 

Are we, in our churches in Tolworth and Epsom and Ewell, city dwellers or ruralites?  
Obviously Tolworth is a London Borough (Royal Borough of course) and so city dwelling.  In 
Ewell I guess  we are more like town and village folk. 
 

As a family we have tended to gravitate more towards city life.  We grew up in the city and 
purchased a house in Tooting, south London.  (Just in Tooting).  Our children have largely 
remained in city areas.  Perhaps it was to do with good transport links and night life. But for 
us, from a faith perspective it was also a response to David Shepherd’s seminal books like, 
Bias to the Poor and Built as a City, God and the urban world today. We wanted to serve in 
city areas.  
 

Over the centuries London’s attraction was where the employment was and I guess still 
remains.  London continues to exercise a gravitational pull over a new generation of Dick 
Whittington’s although the rate of students leaving college and moving to the capital dropped 
from a third in 1980s to around a quarter today. And I never did get to be mayor. 
 

Apparently T.S. Elliot once wondered whether people wanted to live in cities because they 
loved their neighbours or wanted to make more money from them.  Our friends and family 
who don’t live in London, or lived here once and then left for the country, tease me about the 
material avarice of the city, just as I tease them for their cultural deprivation and spending 
their whole time in a car.  
 

At best a city offers as much, if not more, opportunity for neighbourly interaction than the 
quaintest village. It also offers close exposure to radical diversity. Most boroughs have their 
own microcosm of disparity and inner-city problems are well documented. However, a study 
in East London during the 1960s, when city folk were forcibly moved into high rise flats and 
new towns report the loss of community spirit and family support. Yet from my years in social 
work I found rural areas also hold their pockets of deprivation. 
 

May by we get he best of both worlds here in Tolworth and  Epsom and Ewell. 
 

How curious that the biblical narrative begins in Genesis in a garden and ends in Revelation 
in a city. The writer of Revelation wrote that the Holy City is paved with streets of pure gold 
like transparent glass. And, when Abraham made his home in a foreign land, he was looking 
forward to a city built on foundations of justice, whose architect and builder will be God. It 
seems the picture of heaven isn’t pastoral – it’s urban.  
Or maybe wherever we are, we are to help build communities of faithful folk, urban like. 
Living in  Community.   
 

I am about to pack for Greenbelt a weekend of Faith, Arts and Justice festival. We enjoyed a 
wonderful week on Iona Island with the Christian community there.  For many years we took 
young people camping in Kent, seeking to create a community for a week.  These are great 
opportunities to experience community life. But they are short sharp moments and examples 
of what is possible. 



 

We may be happy in our best of both worlds urban/rural/village/town mix up.  
But we are called together in faith communities and along-side one another, 
with our neighbours and our strangers to build living communities, holy cities 
paved with the gold of Gods presence.  See the description set out in 
Revelation chapter 21.  Beautiful. Where wherever God has placed we 
continue to search for, strive for and share its golden roads.  
 

God bless 

 
Roger 

 
September 2024 Diary for London Road, Ewell 

 
Sunday 1st 10.30 am Morning Worship with Holy Communion, conducted by  
    Revd Roger Jones 

 
Monday 2nd 10 am  Elders Meeting 

 
  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 
Tuesday 3rd 12.30 pm Church lunch, names to Dennis and Anne Sexton 

 
Sunday 8th 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger Jones 

 
Sunday 15th 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger Jones, 
    followed by Church Meeting 

 
Monday 16th 12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 
Sunday 22nd 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Barbara  
    Pearson 

 
Thursday 26th 2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, everyone welcome 

 
Sunday 29th 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd David Skitt 
 
October 

 
Sunday 6th 10.30 am Morning Worship with Holy Communion, conducted by  
    Revd Roger Jones, celebrating Harvest Festival 
 
 

London Road Family News 

 
Our Bible Study group has decided to look at Old Testament history. So far we have 
discussed the Creation story and some of the pre-history myths in Genesis, and we’re now 
looking at the stories of the Patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, Esau and Jacob. 
 
Our friend Mike Westbrook has been going through numerous tests and operations, and we 
hope that he is now on the road to recovery after a gruelling time. 



 

 
At our July Friendship Hour Dennis Sexton brought along and demonstrated his collection of 
brass musical instruments. This was greatly enjoyed by all who attended, including a group 
of veterans from the Territorial Army headquarters next to the church. 

Barbara Pearson 

 

 
 

Tolworth Diary September 2024 

 

Sunday 1st      10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd David Skitt 

 

Sunday  8th    10.30am Morning Communion led by Revd Barbara Pearson  

     followed by Church meeting 

 

Monday 9th    5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 11th 10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday 12th  2.30pm Broken biscuit Club at Court Farm garden centre 

 

Sunday   15h    10.30am Morning Worship led by Mrs Linda Lambert 

   6.30pm Evergreen Church 

 

Monday 16th     5.30pm Pilots  

 

Wednesday 18th   10.00am Playtime 

  

Sunday 22rd    10.30am Morning Worship led by Paul & Jenny Hollingum 

 

Monday 23rd      5.30pm Pilots  

 

Wednesday 25th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday  26th       3.30pm       Messy Church 

 

Sunday  29th      Harvest 

   10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister 

 

October 2024 

 

Sunday 6th  10.30am Morning worship led by Mre Katrina Clifford 

 

 
 



 

Tolworth Family Circle 

 
Chris Shepherd has had surgery for a knee replacement. He is home and doing well 

although still in some pain.  It will take some time to get his mobility back to normal but we 

wish him well and hope to see him back in Church soon .  Roger, our Minister, has Laryngitis 

and has no voice at present – difficult for someone who talks for a living! We hope he will 

recover soon and look forward to hearing his voice once again. (I think he can still play 

“Walking Football “  so all is not lost! ) 

We pray that they and any other friends who are ill or feeling poorly, may feel God’s love 

around them. 

            

New printer 

We are pleased to say that Tolworth Church now has a new printer and are grateful that this 

has been donated to the church. We are now back in working order! 

            Moira 

 
 

Resumè of the Minutes of the Tolworth Church meeting  
on 16 June 2024 

 
 
Devotions: Opening prayers led by Roger with a minute’s silence observed in memory of, 
and in grateful thanks, for Cynthia’s life and contribution to the Church 

 
2. Matters arising: 
 
Energy audit 
• Some quotes are in progress for the lighting and draught-proofing but the figures need to 

be presented to Church Meeting for a decision. 
• Currently waiting for a Management Group meeting to identify priorities and overall costs 

for the programme and to make recommendations for Church Meeting to consider. 
 
PA system 

• Brian and Roger are waiting to meet with New Malden’s IT technician to advise on 
potential solutions for the PA system. 

 

Youth worker 
• The funding from Synod to pay for two years of Youth Worker ends in October/November 

2024. Discussions on an extension can be had with Synod. However, supporting youth 
work would be an ideal use of Mary Harding’s bequest when it comes through.  

• Carys is continuing to work on the Child-friendly award. 

Agreed: 
• Church Meeting agreed that the Youth Worker has been an asset to the Church and the 

wider youth activities and would support a continuation of the position. 



 

 
4. New Church to use Raeburn Hall 
• Roger has received a request to let the Raeburn Hall to another Cornerstone church on 

Sunday morning for 2-3 hours.  
• Tolworth would be able to stipulate restrictions (eg the hall is required on four Sundays in 

the year for church lunches, no storage is available etc) and would negotiate with 
Shekinah Church to make sure this fitted with them. 

• The Elders had discussed the request and felt that, purely as a letting, this would provide 
regular income to replace the dance group.  

• There is an advantage in having a variety of faith activities taking place on Sunday 
morning. However, there is a disagreement in theology between URC and Cornerstone 
(eg women preachers, same sex marriage) that could present an issue should any joint 
activities be suggested. 

Agreed: 
• Church meeting agreed a trial letting for an initial period of six months to be followed by a 

review.   
 
5. Financial report 
 

• Church Meeting agreed the accounts for 2023 should now go to Synod. 

 
6. November concert 
• Roger had received a request as a follow-up to the Curry Night for an evening’s fund-

raising concert on 16 or 23 November to include dance groups. Church meeting agreed 
that 16 November is preferred.  

  
7. House groups / Biscuit Club 

• Roger has been exploring the idea of house groups for new families to the Church, eg one 
evening once a month. This could be a social event or Bible study or a combination.   

• Biscuit Club: agreed this would stop because of low numbers participating and the 
organisation involved. Members proposed replacing the current arrangements with a 
monthly tea at a local garden centre with occasional special activities. 

 
9. Correspondence  

• Petr Kocnar invited Tolworth to go to Rwanda to see Talking Through Art in action. Roger 
and Gillian will be visiting in October. Anyone wishing to join them will be very welcome. 

• Roger gave advance warning that his formal retirement is in 2025. The options are to ask 
for an extension for up to three years, to continue but part-time without a time limit, or to 
retire which would mean moving away. No decision is required just yet 

 
10. Any other business 

Printer 
• The Church printer is not working. An engineer is still trying to fix it but the printer may 

need replacing. Ewell is currently helping with Tolworth’s printing.  

Agreed: 
• It was agreed that if this could not be fixed, a new printer would be obtained. 
 
 
 
Stage in Raeburn Hall  



 

• Roger has received a request for a Saturday morning drama club which would need the 
stage in the Raeburn Hall. Storage is at present required for ladders and Playtime and 
Kids United Equipment, This needs some creative thought on redistributing items to make 
best use of the space available.  

 
Grants  
• The Children and Youth Department at Church House has small grants available. 

 
• Church meeting agreed a proposal to apply for a grant of 100 pounds to support Tolworth 

activities at Berrylands Festival (7 July 2024).  
 
Manse garden party 

• All are welcome at the Manse for a garden party on 4 August at 3pm  
 
12. Date of next meeting: 8 September 2024 

 

 
From Roger 

 
 
The 2024 Paris Olympics now over and the Paralympics just started, we 
highlight a powerful story of a past Olympian. (Used by permission LICC) Eric 
Liddell, found Olympic success 100 years ago. 
 

Liddell, born in 1902 in China to Scottish missionaries, made an early commitment to follow 
Christ. He took his faith seriously, believing that, because Jesus had died for him, his life 
should be spent serving God and other people. 
 

He was an outstanding all-round sportsman and, after playing rugby for 
Scotland, focused on athletics. He was selected for the British team for the 
1924 Paris Olympics with the expectation that he would run – and win – the 
100m. Liddell, believing he had to respond to God’s goodness to him, refused 

to take part in the 100m heats held on a Sunday. He came under enormous pressure but, 
refusing to compromise his faith, instead trained for the 200m and 400m. After taking 
bronze at the 200m, Liddell prepared for the 400m, a distance over which he was not 
expected to do well. Yet he won, breaking the world record in the process. 
  

After the Olympics, Liddell felt called to return to China to teach in a Christian college. Soon, 
as war made China increasingly perilous, Liddell’s children and wife – pregnant with their 
third child – left. Liddell, committed to serving the Chinese people, stayed. In 1943, Liddell 
was imprisoned in a brutal prison camp, where he became a leader – helping, encouraging, 
teaching Bible classes, and praying for both his inmates and captors. Malnourished, his 
health failed. In 1945, just months before liberation, he died aged just 43.  
 

Though widely mourned at the time of his death, he was soon forgotten – until 1981 when 
his story was made into the Oscar-winning film Chariots of Fire. Liddell framed his entire life 
within his knowledge and love of God. He believed that his ultimate, unbreakable priority 
was to serve Jesus, wherever he was – whether on the track, in his career, or even in a 



 

prison camp. Every arena presented an opportunity to declare Christ’s lordship. And he was 
ready to pay the price for following his Lord: in Paris, and again in China. 
Eric Liddell’s life was dominated by one guide, the Bible; one figure, Jesus; and one goal, 
responding with all he was to the One who’d saved him. As we enjoy the Olympics, may we 
point those around us to Liddell’s remarkable story and seek to emulate it ourselves, 
wherever God leads us. 
  
J. John is an evangelist, speaker, and author of Running the Race of Your Life. You can get a free sample 
or order copies of this short booklet, retelling the remarkable story of Eric Liddell, at raceofyourlife.co.uk  
 
(https://raceofyourlife.co.uk/?utm_source=LICC+emails&utm_campaign=8c707c42db-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_11_06_03_15_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-951f58d88a-
%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=8c707c42db&mc_eid=UNIQID) .  
 
It’s perfect for reading or giving away to others during the Paralympic games.  Enjoy. 
 

Roger 

 
 
From Brenda Kelly 

 
Broken Biscuit Club 

 
In August six of us met at Court Farm Garden centre.  It was a lovely time just chatting over 
a cup of coffee/tea and cake  
 
We are meeting again at the same place on Thursday 12th September at 2.30. Please come 
and join us  
 

Brenda 

Usually I write about my garden and the changing seasons, but this time I want to write 
about Cynthia  
 
She and I shared a love of flowers.  I first met her at Surbiton Flower Club about forty years 
ago.  It was not until much later that I started to know her better.  This was when I joined 
Tolworth church.  Cynthia made me very welcome, plus Barry, Carys and Paige.  I am not 
sure how many people realised how much she was involved and how much she worked 
organising the flower rota plus arranging flowers many many weeks at a time. When it was 
Easter or Harvest she would buy flowers, condition the flowers, soak the oasis and this was 
all before a flower got anywhere near a vase! Then after that distributing the flowers after the 
services to friends who maybe had not been able to attend church  
 
A couple of weeks ago I went to Ewell Flower Club alone and I was very sad as I sat by 
myself  without my flower arranging friend. Thank you Cynthia for your talent, hard work and 
friendship  
 

Brenda  

 

https://raceofyourlife.co.uk/?utm_source=LICC+emails&utm_campaign=8c707c42db-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_11_06_03_15_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-951f58d88a-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=8c707c42db&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://raceofyourlife.co.uk/?utm_source=LICC+emails&utm_campaign=8c707c42db-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_11_06_03_15_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-951f58d88a-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=8c707c42db&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://raceofyourlife.co.uk/?utm_source=LICC+emails&utm_campaign=8c707c42db-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_11_06_03_15_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-951f58d88a-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=8c707c42db&mc_eid=UNIQID


 

Tales from the camp ground 22: Perfect pitch 

 

Pitch F9 is seeing a lot of us this year and for once we managed to set the perfect pitch for 

our tarp. The rain, when it arrived, rolled off beautifully. The drip lines worked. No water 

pooled and the guy lines only needed minor adjustments every couple of days. A perfect 

pitch almost never happens so we took pictures to prove to ourselves that miracles are 

possible. 

 

But our July camp proved to be a lesson in coping when things don’t go your way. We got off 

to a bad start on our first night when our grocery delivery arrived two hours late - with the 

driver claiming his GPS had failed.  

 

We then discovered that I’d forgotten to pack our water carrier and hastily had to borrow an 

alternative from the wardens’ store. This proved to be a 5-gallon container that needed a 

wheelbarrow to escort it to and from the water tap. It also refused to dispense water unless 

we balanced it three feet off the 

ground.  

 

We tried out our new little Butane 

stove on Saturday morning. Lunch 

came and went without us as the 

stove refused to cooperate and 

remained obstinately unassembled. 

 

Sitting down to make supper Saturday 

evening (minus stove), I discovered 

my much-loved bushcraft knife was nowhere to be found. I spent the next hour retracing my 

steps round the entire campsite in a state of panic.  

 

By this time, tempers were beginning to fray and supper didn’t happen either. 

 

On Sunday, we had to move from our temporary pitch to set up camp properly on F9. In the 

process of moving, I found my knife had just fallen off the table and we’d failed to see it lying 

in the grass the previous evening. Tip: never have a green sheath for your knife if you’re 

camping on grass. 

 

The weekend having tried our patience, I was worried that the rest of the week was going to 

be the sort of fiery trial promised by both Isaiah and 1 Peter. But we were blessed with warm 

dry weather (but for one day), the stove assembled itself first go on Sunday evening, the 

wood split and burned beautifully for each campfire, and we had a (mostly) mouse-free 

camp.          Heather Lodge 



 

Roger Fenn’s September Quiz 

 

Acts 

 
In writing the early part of the Book of Acts, Luke concentrates on the growth of the Early 
Church in Jerusalem and the persecution that followed. 
 
1. During which Jewish Festival did the Holy Spirit rest upon the disciples in Jerusalem? 

 

2. Which event angered the Jewish Authorities and led to a period of persecution? 

 
3. In spite of persecution, the number of believers grew rapidly. How many people had 
 joined the church at this stage?. 
 
4. Which group of people felt that they were being neglected in the food distribution? 

 
5. What was the church’s response? 

 

6. One of this group became the first Christian martyr. Name him. 
 

7. Who led the persecution of the church at this time? 

 
8. As persecution increased, many disciples had to leave Jerusalem. Where did Philip 
 begin his ministry? 

 

 

An invitation 

 

Members of Tolworth meet for lunch at The Hogsmill, Worcester Park. Here are the dates for 
forthcoming lunches at the Hogsmill.  Everyone is welcome to join us, so please make a note 
of the dates -          

 

4th September 
9th October 

13th November 
 

 2025 

 
8th January 

19th February 

26th March 

30th April 
 

All that is required is that you let me have your name by the previous Sunday and enjoy 
eating with your friends The time is 12.30. Thanks       
  

Brenda  (01372 743968) 

 

 
 



 

The Healer 

(A poem based on Luke 9, 37-43) 
 

A man brought his son to the Healer, 
Whose name he had heard on the way. 

“My son is so sick he’s in danger, 
I fear for his life every day. 

 
Others have tried to relieve him, 

And talked of demons and blame, 
They’ve done all they can to release him, 

My poor boy remains just the same. 
 

So now I have brought him to Jesus, 
See pity and love in his eyes, 

Forget all the pain and the heartache, 
Receive this great gift, this surprise”. 

 
He brought his boy to the Healer, 

One last hope, one last plea for a cure, 
And here is his son, well and healthy, 

His future, his life now secure. 
 

We all need to come to the Healer, 
Who lived in a faraway land, 

Lay our worries and stresses before him, 
And treasure the touch of his hand. 

 

Barbara Pearson 

 
Roger’s September Quiz - Answers 

              
 

 1. Pentecost.        Acts 2 v 1 

 
 2. The healing of the crippled man by the Beautiful 
  Gate of the temple.       Acts 3 v 6-8 

 
 3. Three thousand.       Acts 2 v 11 

 
 4. The Greek widows.       Acts 6 v 1 

 
 5. Elected seven deacons to deal with practical concerns. Acts 6 v 3 

 

 6. Stephen.        Acts 6 & 7 

 

 7. Saul of Tarsus.       Acts 8 v 3 

 

 8. Samaria        Acts 8 v 5 

 
  



 

Sunday Worship at Tolworth 

 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 

‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 
 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 

 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      

  
     

         Serving Elders           Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly, 
                Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    

         Management             Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 
Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 

 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs Brenda Kelly      
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones       
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

  Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  
 

 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 

 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    

 
 Treasurer  Mr. George Pearson    

 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson, 
    Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 

 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 

 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 

 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 

 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 

 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 

 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 

 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 

 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 

 Finance & Property  Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge 

     & Mr. M. Westbrook 

 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 

 

 

 

Thanks to those who have contributed to this edition - please keep them 
coming – especially from London Road!  We hope to publish a magazine 
for October. Please let me have all your material by 19th September. Send 
it to iandm@earlblue.com 

 

mailto:iandm@earlblue.com

