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From our Minister

Dear Friends, October 2024

“‘Dream On” is just a throw away phrase, isn’'tit? Or even an accusatory one, if you are
judging a person naive and unrealistic in their endeavours. “You’ll never be able to do that!
DREAM ONY!”

This was the title and theme of Greenbelt 2024, the Christian, Arts, Justice and Activism
festival in Kettering in the summer. Somewhere to dream up a better world. But we are all
called to dream up a better world where we can sing and dance, debate, pray and party.

Greenbelt suggest “Dream on” is used to extinguish fiery hope and optimism. But instead of
using it in a never-going-to happen kind of way in which it is often meant, Greenbelt called
on us all to own it as an instruction. A life -giving sacramental duty. Dream on!

No matter how bad things get or seem right now , and they are bad, change is still possible.
There is always more in Gods story. And more often than not change is driven by the
dreams that people hold on to. In the face of everything dreams of a better world. Dreams
that when acted on make a real difference.

Greenbelt quote Margaret Mead, the American anthropologist, who dreamed often in her
studies and efforts working with peoples of Oceania and made much comment on an array
of social issues, women'’s rights, race relations, nuclear proliferation and environmental
pollution. Margaret Mead wrote, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed
citizens can change the world — indeed it is the only thing that ever has.”

Gillian and | attended Greenbelt again this year. You may remember that the United
Reformed Church make a significant contribution now to the festival. We provide a café
with inexpensive food(unusual for any festival) and the food is rubbish! Who dreamed that
up? That is to say, they are good, nutritious meals but are created out of food that others
would have thrown in the rubbish! Equally a lot of rubbish is used for the craft tables.
Throughout the weekend, “Greenbelters” (as we are known) are invited to make and create
pieces of art to take home or display all based on the theme. This year folk of the URC
decorated cloth squares which over the weekend was created into a patchwork of Dreams.
Who dreamed that up? Then there is music and talks, stories for children and worship.

But it is not the thousands who attend Greenbelt that make it a success. It is not even the
thousands who pass through the URC marquee eating “rubbish food” and “creating rubbish
art” of which we boast.

It is the God given dreams and possibilities that these activities inspire. These dreams and
possibilities are available for us all, in our small groups, churches and communities.

“I will pour out my Spirit on all, your sons and daughters shall prophecy, your old shall dream
dreams and young will see visions, even on male and female slaves!”(Para) Joel 2;28

The work of dreaming is never done, as artists, activists, prophets and believers have been
doing for centuries...



“So this is our rallying call,” says Greenbelt, “To dream, to act, to make, to imagine, to
give, to love, to be.”

We can do that here in Tolworth and Epsom and Ewell as well as any field in Kettering. Who
knows what dreams will come.

God bless
Roger

Tolworth Diary October 2024
Tuesday 1st 3.30pm Elders’ meeting
Wednesday 2"  10.00am Playtime
Thursday 3™ 2.30pm Management meeting
Sunday 6" 10.30am Morning Worship led by Mrs Katrina Clifford
Monday 7th 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 9"  10.00am Playtime
Thursday 10t 2.30pm (broken) biscuit club at Court Farm garden centre
Sunday 13t 10.30am Morning Communion led by our Minister
Retiring collection for Kingston Churches Action on
Homelessness
Monday 14%  5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 16" 10.00am Playtime

Thursday 17" 3.30pm Messy Church

Sunday 20" 10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Barbara Pearson
6.30pm Evergreen Church

Monday 21t  5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 23 10.00am Playtime

Sunday 271" 10.30am Family service led by our Minister



November 2024

Sunday 34 10.30am Morning worship led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Tolworth Family Circle

Chris Shepherd is doing well after his hip replacement. (Sorry, | said it was his knee in last
month’s issue). He came to Church last Sunday without his stick so that is a sign of
improvement.

Mary Carvalho has various health problems which are causing pain and discomfort. She has
had numerous tests and is due for further tests shortly. Her eyesight has caused further
problems as she can no longer drive. Please remember her and Chris and any others who
are ill.

Kathleen Woolard has now finally settled in her new home.

Moira

.October 2024 Diary for London Road, Ewell

Sunday 6" 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger
Jones, to include Holy Communion and the
Celebration of Harvest

Tuesday 8th 12.30 pm  Church Lunch, venue to be advised

Sunday 13th 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Mrs. Linda
Lambert

Monday 14th 12.30for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Sunday 20th 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger
Jones, followed by Church Meeting

Thursday 24th 2-3 pm Friendship Hour, all welcome

Sunday 27th 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Ms. Sue
Shaw

Monday 28th 12.30for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Thursday 31st 3 pm Messy Church organised by the Ewell Korean

Church (to be confirmed)
November



Sunday 31 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger
Jones

Development work at London Road

Our plans for upgrading our premises continue at a rather slower pace than we would like,
but things are moving on. As you know, we had a new roof and a refurbished and insulated
ceiling installed in time for Easter, and we now hope to have the sanctuary rewired and
redecorated for Christmas. Of course this is not solely for the benefit of our small URC
congregation and the Korean Church, but to facilitate greater outreach to the surrounding
community, and opportunities for new collaborations with other organisations. The work
involved will mean adjustments to where we hold our services and activities — the sanctuary
will be out of commission for 6-8 weeks while the electrical work is carried out - but we look
forward in faith to a time when all the work is finished and we can begin the new work God
will put into our hands.

Barbara Pearson

The Other William Morris

When we had a few days break near Henley recently we went to visit Nuffield Place, the
home of the other William Morris — not the one who designed beautiful wallpaper and
furniture, but the one who founded the Morris Motor Company in Oxford.

The house was a surprise: we knew that William Morris had been incredibly wealthy, and
we’d pictured a wonderful mansion, like the one we’d visited the day before at Grey’s Court.
But this wasn't like that at all — it was more like one of the posher houses you’d find in
Epsom or Kingston. And the furniture was very homely — even the things that looked as
though they might be priceless antiques turned out to be reproductions.

William Morris came from humble beginnings; by the time he was 16 he’d been working for a
year in a cycle repair factory. He asked for a rise, was refused, so he gave his notice and
set up his own cycle repair shop in his father’s shed. From this unlikely beginning, and
surviving a bankruptcy on the way, he developed a thriving business, building cycles from
scratch, racing them himself and winning numerous prizes. With the support of his wife,
who sold her jewellery when the firm was short of funds, he then moved on to building
motorbikes, and his giant step was building a car from his own design with parts supplied by
manufacturers in England and abroad. ['ll just say the rest is history, because what | want to
tell you is that he became one of the greatest philanthropists this country has ever known,
donating huge sums to hospitals and the Oxford college named after him He funded
enormous numbers of iron lungs during the polio epidemic, and supported a vast number of
charities. When he died in 1963 he left his enormous wealth to be used supporting
medicine and education. Up to the present time his endowments and investments mean he
has donated Eleven Billion Pounds, which is just astounding.

Explaining his philosophy of life he said, “What | have been able to do for medicine and
teaching in all walks of life has given me more satisfaction than anything else”.

Barbara Pearson
From Brenda Kelly



A couple of weeks ago | thought we had gone straight from summer into winter, but then

summer appeared again, which is good as it makes everyone much happier when the sun
shines.

| must apologise for the lack of fresh flowers in the church, but we are missing Cynthia and
we are really low on flower arrangers. You do not have to be an excellent arranger. A vase
of fresh flowers would be very welcome. Roger Fenn has kindly given me a donation which
he is happy to have a harvest arrangement in memory of his father. Mary is going to do the
arrangement in the Chancel. Thank you to Roger and Mary.

| hope you will all have a lovely lunch for harvest, as our next celebration will be Christmas!!
Brenda

Our Church

Our church is the place where we worship,
Turning our thoughts to our Lord,
We pray and we praise,
Our voices we raise,
And we ponder again on God's word.

Our church is the place where we gather
To share times of fun and of play;
We paint and we sing,

Our stories we bring,

And meet with our friends on the way.

Our church is the place we find comfort,
When life can feel humdrum and sad.
A welcoming smile,

A chat for a while,

Can make us think “Things aren’t so bad”.

Our church is the place where God meets us,
And steadies our stumbling feet.
He wants us to grow,
His love fully know,
Till in glory in heaven we meet.

Barbara Pearson

Thanks to those who have contributed to this edition - please keep them
coming — especially from London Road! We hope to publish a magazine
for October. Please let me have all your material by 24" October. Send it
to ilandm@earlblue.com



mailto:iandm@earlblue.com

Tales from the camp ground 23: the robin, the rat and the owls.

When through the woods
And forest glades | wander
| hear the birds
Sing sweetly in the trees.

The hymn could have been written for our woodland campsite. It’'s certainly where our souls
sing to God. Unfortunately, slight discrepancies between the forecast and the actual weather
meant that we really didn’t wander anywhere on our September camp.

Rain gave way to sun on Day 6 and with it emerged the wildlife. Mr Robin crept under the fly
sheet of my tent to sing for his
breakfast. Very Loudly. But feeding
the robin led to much jealousy on the
part of Mrs Rat. We must be slow
learners! In our haste to fit in a
bucket shower while the sun was
out, we - OK, I never put the bread
away after breakfast. Returning half
an hour later, we found a large hole
in the bag and our last remaining
slices of bread reduced to crusts.
We spotted Mrs Rat coming back for
seconds but Mr Robin was having
none of that. He escorted Mrs Rat
into the undergrowth then began
systematic ground patrols to
eliminate all competition. He even
checked the ashes in fire pit,
fortunately cold. Maybe he was showing off for the benefit of Robin Junior, loitering on the
pitch behind us. We were sure this was Mr Robin’s son. He had all his adult colours but still
looked a little fluffy. He checked in with his dad regularly during the day.

That afternoon, the wardens called at our pitch doing, of all things, a rat survey. The forestry
people had been doing so much work in the woods the wardens felt the owls had left home,
possibly leaving the mouse and rat population to multiply.

True, the rodents have pursued us this year but we’ve certainly heard the owls as well. One
particular pair has been close to us every camp. Placid Owl gives regular deep-throated,
reassuring hoots. Its mate, Nervous Owl, has a higher-pitched reply that carries a distinctly
frantic note of hysteria. You can almost hear it saying “Where are you?” and “Don’t be long.”
Listening to them is part of our evening ritual and we keep our fingers crossed they are still
there next time.

Heather Lodge



Roger Fenn’s October Quiz

Acts Il

More from early Acts.

1.

2.

Whom did Philip meet on the Jerusalem to Gaza road and baptised him?

To which city was Saul of Tarsus heading to try to arrest the Christians there?

After his vision which left him without sight, who restored his sight and baptised him?
How did Saul escape from those in the city who planned to kill him?

Name the lady in Joppa whom Peter restored to life again.

Name the Roman Centurion baptised by Peter in Caesarea.

Which of the apostles did Herod Agrippa have executed?

Name the servant girl who couldn’t believe that Peter was knocking at the door after
his miraculous release from prison.

An invitation

Members of Tolworth meet for lunch at The Hogsmill, Worcester Park. Here are the dates for
forthcoming lunches at the Hogsmill. Everyone is welcome to join us, so please make a note
of the dates -

9t October
13t November

2025

8th January
19" February
26™" March
30™" April

All that is required is that you let me have your name by the previous Sunday and enjoy
eating with your friends The time is 12.30. Thanks

Brenda (01372 743968)



Serving Elders

Roger’s October Quiz - Answers

The Ethiopian.

Damascus.

Ananias.

In a basket lowered from the city walls.
Dorcas /Tabitha.

Cornelius.

James, brother of John.

Rhoda.

Acts 8 v 36-38

Acts 9 v 1-2

Acts 9v 17-18

Acts 9 v 25

Acts 9 v 40-41

Acts 10 v 48

Acts 12 v 2

Acts 12 v 13

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Morning Worship at 10.30

Minister Revd Roger Jones 020 8393 4270
Secretary Mrs Pamela Galliers
Treasurer Mr. George Pearson

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson,

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping Mrs. B. Williams

Flower rota Mrs. P. Galliers

Lettings Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Organist Vacant

Safeguarding Mr. D. Mugridge

Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki

Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson

Pulpit Supply Revd B Pearson

Friendship Hour Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Lunch Club Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Bible Study Revd B Pearson

Finance & Property Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge

& Mr. M. Westbrook



Synod Rep.

Miss Rosemary Holmes

Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3'd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister

Secretary

Treasurer

Serving Elders

Management
Committee

Revd Roger Jones

0208 393 4270

rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Mrs M Fleming

Mr G Stock

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly,

Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock,

Mrs K Woolard,

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker Mrs J. Marsh 8399 3926
Flower Secretary Mrs Brenda Kelly
Halls Letting Officer Mr S. Heath

Junior Church Mrs B Kelly
Magazine Editor Mr | Fleming
Magazine Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Organist -

Pilots Mrs G Jones
Playtime Mrs M Fleming
Youth Worker Miss Carys Kelly
Rainbows Ms Kirsten Cook
Brownies Ms Michelle Nicholls
Guides Mrs J Pelham


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853




