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From our Minister
Dear Friends, November 2024

Dear all,

Autumn is bedding in and hot sunny days are becoming a vague memory. This week the
clocks go back, and summer is officially history. How many times have you heard
consideration being given to delaying putting on the heating in homes to save money? Many
people are of course.

Then there is decision about the heating in our churches. (when the boilers work — both
churches!) One moment someone is complaining that it's gone cold and where’s the heating.
Then, suddenly the weather becomes clement again, and | hear complaints that people are
too hot and the church is wasting money.

“Were you born in a barn” | hear my dad shout! Keep the doors closed. | wonder how any
times | said to my children? | cant remember but | am sure | did! | guess neither of us knew
it came from a time when everyone had closer ties to the land... when during the day
farmers left open the barn doors for pasturing livestock. The shifting seasons nudge us to
remember our roots in nature. As the seasons change we remember we all spring from the
earth and eventually we return to it.

| was reading recently how forgetting our reciprocal relations with the earth helps explain
how we’ve ended up with our homes being kept warm by fossil-fuelled, the fossil fuels we
now can’t leave behind fast enough.

So, we return to the ecofriendly theme and looking after God’ earth, spurred on perhaps by
my recent trip to Rwanda and the Inzozi Eco camp.

At both churches we are contemplating how to improve our environmental footprint. | sense
there is still some scepticism. It helps to save on the utilities. At harvest | was asking how far
improving our individual footprint helps? May be there is a similar question for our churches?
Is it just to save money and reduce bills? Or will only a political solution and policy change
habits of multi national corporations and every human individual’s behaviour to make the
change required.

Can science save the planet? Can we financially afford a sustainable future? Can we afford
not to get there?

With significant refurbishment at London Road Ewell the church has improvement with much
insulation and LED lighting and with further refurbishments planned therefore still able to
make further gains. At Tolworth, we have introduced LED lighting also and there is a plan in
place to gradually make the improvements.

Does not our faith teach how each human life is bound up with every other human life... and
with the planet we call home. To move from a purely scientific approach to earth to a
relational one. ‘Brother Sun, Sister Moon’ as Francis of Assisi put it in the C13th, ‘Sister
Water... Brothers Wind and Air... Mother Earth’.



A century before Francis, the German mystic, musician and gardener, Hildegard of Bingen,
was on the same page. ‘Humanity,’ she said, ‘Take a good look at yourself. Inside, you’ve got
heaven and earth, and all of creation. You’re a world - everything is hidden in you.’

As well as saving on bills, even if improvement footprint is marginal, non-existent, expensive,
it is, “our” witness to God and the Christ we seek to follow.

‘Gaze at the beauty of the green earth,’ says Hildegard, before adding, ‘Now... think.

God bless

Reger

Roger and Gillian invite you to celebrate the wedding of

Hannah (their daughter) and Amelia

1pm on 215t December at London Road, Ewell URC

followed by afternoon tea in the church hall

R.S.V.P to
Tolworth — Carys

Ewell - Barbara
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Monday 25t
Wednesday 27t
December 2024

Sunday 1st
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10.30am
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10.00am

10.30am
5.30pm
10.00am

6.00pm

10.30am
6.30pm
5.30pm
2.30pm
10.00am
3.30pm

10.30am

5.30pm

10.00am

10.30am
4.30pm

Morning Worship led by Revd Barbara Pearson
Pilots
Playtime

Remembrance Sunday
Worship led by members of the congregation

Pilots

Playtime

Concert in aid of Rwanda charity

Gift day

Morning Communion led by our Minister

plus bacon rolls after the service in aid of Gift day
Evergreen Church

Pilots

Elders’ meeting

Playtime

Messy Church

Family service led by our Minister followed by
Church meeting

Pilots

Playtime

Advent Sunday
Morning worship led by Mrs Linda Lambert
Tree lighting service



Tolworth Family Circle

Brenda Kelly has been in hospital for a few days but is home now. She still has bad back
pain and can hardly move and also has breathing problems. We hope things will soon
improve for her and we will see her back in Church before too long.

Concert

There will be a grand evening’s entertainment on Saturday 16" November starting at 6pm in
the Raeburn hall. The evening of Song, Dance, and Drama is in aid of the Talking Through
Art project which we support as a church and which Roger and Gillian recently visited. The
money raised will also partly go to Gift Day. Tickets are £10 each and £5 for children under
10 and are available from Carol Shepherd.

Gift Day will be held this year on Sunday 17" November. Any contributions should be put
in an envelope and placed in the offering bags or given to Geof, our Treasurer.

Instead of a coffee morning, lan will be selling his famous bacon rolls at coffee time also for
Gift Day.

Moira
November 2024 Diary for London Road, Ewell
Sunday 3™ 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger
Jones, to include Holy Communion
Monday 4t 10 am Elders Meeting
Tuesday 5t 1 pm Soup Lunch, visitors welcome. (Note slightly later
start time)
Sunday 10t 10.30 am  Morning Worship arranged by Revd Roger
Jones for Remembrance Sunday
Monday 11t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson
Sunday 17t 10.30 am  Morning Worship led by Revd Barbara Pearson
Thursday 215t 2—-3pm Friendship Hour, everyone welcome
Sunday 24t 10.30 am  Morning Worship led by Revd David Skitt
Monday 25% 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson
December
Sunday 1st 10.30 am  Morning Worship for Advent Sunday conducted by

Revd Roger Jones, to include Holy Communion



Development work at London Road, Ewell

All our normal activities are continuing during the rewiring of the church, but often in
different venues! = The sanctuary will continue to be the province of electricians and
decorators, probably till the middle of November, but we have shown ourselves to be
surprisingly flexible. The Korean church congregation have been extremely adaptable and
supportive, memorably forming a chain and removing all the chairs and other equipment
from the sanctuary in double-quick time. We have continued to share the first part of
worship with our Korean friends in the large hall, and then we URC members have continued
our worship in the small hall — visiting preachers have adapted amazingly well. It works out
fine, but we look forward to moving back into the sanctuary quite soon now.

Barbara Pearson

Whistle-stop tour to Rwanda!

We experienced what felt like a whistle stop trip to Rwanda a few weeks ago. It was a shame
to be just a “whistle-stop” because there was so much to see and do.

We went to visit Petr. A new friend of the Tolworth URC and the founder and
CEO if the project Talking Through Art. But of course, we also visited Rwanda
to see the project and meet the people there.

Petr visited us in Tolworth at Christmas last year and
| outlined more personally and in detail what the project is about. As you will
remember Petr explained the origins TTA is dedicated to empowering
women with disabilities in Rwanda by providing them with meaningful
employment. He brought along the baskets they make, beautiful and sturdy
works of art with a practical use. The project employs over 100 women who
O create exquisite woven baskets and custom-made mosquito nets, offering
them a path to financial independence and dignity.

But of course, when we visited there was so much more. Not least of which was their fantastic
welcome. Arriving in Kigali early in the morning we were immediately given lessons on how to weave
and create the baskets by Dativa. Emili(anne) was cooking and Jeanne using sewing machine. Both
women now both employed by TTA. Throughout the week many came to the project to work, and
many more still, work from their homes. Mommy was making baskets, with her toddler
Megan in toe. Placide, who taxied us from the airport, with a constant huge smile and he
also worked in the office. Omar, so focused on art was making his own creations, original
sleeping bags for babies. Omar also took us on a walk around the local area and streets in
Kigali. Along with Petr they were so welcoming. They were very pleased with your
donations of fabric and the chocolate was distributed very quickly. Petr bought us a
pineapple from a local street seller which was just as sweet, but healthier!

It was joy and a delight to spend time with them all. As busy as we were for
those first few days in Kigali, Petr and Jesus, another driver, took us to
the Lake Kivu, at Kibuye a stone’s throw from the Congo. Beautiful!

We stayed with JP in another new venture providing AirB&B and a campsite
creating a project called Inzozi Eco Camp. From here we went on a boat




trip on the lake to visit Monkey Island, where a monkey visited our boat and Peace island
and then a trail on a third island up a mountain!

It was a glorious five days and all too short. A whistle-stop tour. But does this mean another
trip could be planned — perhaps a church holiday or youth event! We also returned with a
selection of baskets and trivets which we will be selling, with funds being returned to the
project.

TTA is a wonderful project inspired by faith and hope.

“Once you choose Hope,” says TTA, “Anything is possible.”

It is good for us to care and support this work in prayer, money and friendship, making the
world a better place, “one basket at time!”  We saw the world as a better place that week!

Gillian and Roger

From Barbara Smith

As many of you know, | spend time in Norfolk, right by
the sea in a small village.

One of the delights of being in Norfolk is the light quality
as can be seen from these photographs.

The first one is courtesy of a local resident and is just one photograph of the northern lights.
Seen in the village.

The other one | took of the harvest moon, a sight | wouldn’t have missed for anything.

Both of these show the beauty of creation and remind us that we are part of a greater world.

Barbara Smith



<> T N G creating opportunities since 2009
(E THROUGH TALKING THROUGH ART
A RT Talking Through Art (TTA) was founded in early 2015 by Petr Koénar, an
artist and interior design graduate from the Czech Republic. TTA is dedicated to empowering women
with disabilities in Rwanda by providing them with meaningful employment. We currently employ

around 100 women who create exquisite woven baskets and custom-made mosquito nets, offering
them a path to financial independence and dignity.

At TTA, we believe that disability is not inability.

Our mission is to restore confidence in these women, proving that they can contribute to society and
earn a sustainable income, rather than relying on begging. In addition to providing employment, we are
committed to supporting education. Thanks to generous individual donors, TTA sends 30 children of
these women to school, covering their fees, materials, and other essential needs. Our handcrafted
baskets, which reflect the rich culture and craftsmanship of Rwanda, are primarily sold in local hotels,
bringing our artisans’ work to both domestic and international visitors.

All of our members are provided with a comprehensive training and with raw
materials to begin their work. Upon completion, they are paid an above-average
market price for each product. Completed items are sold locally, in our gallery, in

Rwanda in different hotels and internationally. The remaining profit is used to

support the running of the organization, to purchase raw materials, and for

member transport fees.
Since Petr had a previous work experience with disabled people and an art
background, he decided to approach them and organize an art therapy program.
After the success of his program, Petr officially established his NGO in February
2015 with the dream of helping disabled people gain new skills, confidence, and
a place in the job market.

Talking Through Art now has over 100 members in Rwanda. We have also been
able to identify sponsors, to support children of our beneficiaries to attend
schools.

Our main activity is vocational training in traditional basket weaving. We also
provide art therapy, English classes, family planning, and other life skill classes,
all in an effort to build confidence of our members, strengthen their self-esteem,
and help them become independent and active participants of the Rwandan
society.

Talking Through Art is now regularly supported in prayer, with finance and
friendship by Tolworth United Reformed Church.

Thanks to those who have contributed to this edition - please keep them
coming — especially from London Road! We hope to publish a magazine for
October. Please let me have all your material by 215 November. Send it to
landm@earlblue.com



mailto:iandm@earlblue.com

Tales from the camp ground 24: Surviving Storm Ashley

For some reason we’ve not yet worked out, we are making an unwelcome habit of camping
in named storms. Our tents have lived through Storms Ellen, Francis, Antoni and now
Ashley. | suppose the experience teaches you resilience and all that but it's a habit we really
need to break.

We used our four season tent for our October camp because it keeps the cold out but we
hadn’t bargained on quite so many hours of heavy rain. Adding a further five inches of water
to already saturated ground created a scene similar to trench warfare. The storm began long
before dawn on Sunday. 24 hours later we hadn'’t left the tent and were wondering if this was
anything like Noah’s experience. We were wishing we had his ark. Gusts of 50mph wind
drove rain underneath the fly sheet to create a meandering river through the vestibule that
ended in a pool right outside the door to the inner tent. Hourly surveillance with a mopping-
up cloth just about kept it under control.

After 30 hours the condensation indoors became as much of a problem as the torrents
outdoors. We watched drips > ,

from the inside of the fly sheet
land on the outer wall of our
sleeping compartment, waiting
for the moment when they
leaked through to our sleeping
bags underneath. Fortunately
that didn’t happen.

But the rain continued. Even the
deer and the birds seemed to
be shouting for someone to turn
off the tap. Forty hours later,
rain ceased. Feeling like Noah leaving his ark, we opened the tent door to survey our pitch
that was now deep mud to find that the tarp over our fire pit hadn’t budged an inch and our
wood supply was perfectly dry. Amazing.

I’'m not entirely sure how we coped with those 40 hours inside our tent. It wasn’t the camp
we’'d planned. But we stayed warm, caught up with sleep, listened to audio-books,
reminisced about previous camps, imagined what we could take up instead of camping, re-
worked our catering to provide food, and got creative about toilet breaks.

Drying out at home is our next challenge.

Heather Lodge



Roger Fenn’s November Quiz

When Handel wrote his Oratorio, "The Messiah”, he used Biblical texts. Where did he find
them?

1. “Comfort ye, my people”.
2. “Every valley shall be exalted”.

3. “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed”.

4. “ For unto us a child is born”.

5. “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd”.

6. “Come unto him all ye that labour”.

7. “The trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised”.
8. The Hallelujah chorus

9. ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth”.

10. “Worthy is the lamb that was slain”.

An invitation

Members of Tolworth meet for lunch at The Hogsmill, Worcester Park. Here are the dates for
forthcoming lunches at the Hogsmill. Everyone is welcome to join us, so please make a note
of the dates -

13t November
2025

8th January
19" February
26™" March
30™" April

All that is required is that you let me have your name by the previous Sunday and enjoy
eating with your friends The time is 12.30. Thanks



Looking Forward

October comes with gusty wind,
In drifts the leaves all lie.
The trees stretch naked arms above,
And empty nests we spy.

November days grow shorter still,
The sun’s face barely seen.
There’s morning frost upon the grass,
The wintry winds are keen.

But lift your eyes and in the east
You'll see an Advent glow,
And like the Magi you’ll approach
With stumbling steps and slow.

Yes, you'll approach the stable too,
You'll hear the angels’ call,
And see the infant in the stall,
Love’s greatest gift of all.

Barbara Pearson

Roger’s November Quiz - Answers

Isaiah. 40v 1 6. Matthew 11 v 28
Isaiah 40v 4 7. 1 Corinthians 15 v 52
Isaiah 40v 5 8. Revelations 19 v 6
Isaiah 9v6 9. Job 19v 25

Isaiah 40v 11 10. Revelations 5 v 12



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640%# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3'd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister

Secretary

Treasurer

Serving Elders

Management
Committee

Revd Roger Jones

0208 393 4270

rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Mrs M Fleming

Mr G Stock

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly,
Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock,

Mrs K Woolard,

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker

Flower Secretary
Halls Letting Officer
Junior Church
Magazine Editor
Magazine Secretary
Organist

Pilots

Playtime

Youth Worker
Rainbows
Brownies

Guides

Mrs J. Marsh
Mrs Brenda Kelly
Mr S. Heath

Mrs B Kelly

Mr | Fleming

Mrs M Fleming
Mrs G Jones

Mrs M Fleming
Miss Carys Kelly
Ms Kirsten Cook
Ms Michelle Nicholls
Mrs J Pelham

8399 3926


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Morning Worship at 10.30

Minister Revd Roger Jones 020 8393 4270
Secretary Mrs Pamela Galliers
Treasurer Mr. George Pearson

Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson,
Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping
Flower rota

Lettings

Organist
Safeguarding
Deputy safeguarding
Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property

Synod Rep.

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P. Galliers

Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Vacant

Mr. D. Mugridge

Nobuko Tsuyuki

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge
& Mr. M. Westbrook

Miss Rosemary Holmes
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