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From Revd Bridget Banks — Moderator of Southern Synod

As we enter the beautiful season of Advent, we are reminded of Mary’s
song in the Gospel of Luke, often called the Magnificat. Mary’s song of
praise reminds us of the joy and hope that comes from faith in God’s
promises.

In her moment of awe, Mary proclaims, “My soul glorifies the Lord, and
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.” These words echo through the
ages, inviting us to reflect on the miracle of the Incarnation. Mary’s song
is both deeply personal and universally hopeful. It reflects her humility
and gratitude to God, who chose her to bear His Son, Jesus.

This Christmas, let us join Mary in glorifying the Lord for the gift of Jesus, who brings light
into our darkness and hope into our despair. Mary’s hymn also calls us to recognise the
transformative power of God’s love. She sings of the mighty being scattered, the proud being
brought low, and the humble being filled with good things. In a world often marked by
division and strife, we are reminded that God’s kingdom upends worldly values and lifts up
the marginalised.

As we celebrate Christ’s birth, let us embody this spirit of humility and service in our Church
and community. Additionally, the Magnificat encourages us to remember God’s faithfulness
throughout all generations. Just as God fulfilled His promise to Mary, we can trust that God is
at work in our lives today.

In this season, let us share the good news of God’s love and grace with those around us,
being containers of hope and joy. As we gather for worship and fellowship in the coming
Advent weeks, may our hearts be filled with gratitude and our spirits renewed. Let us
celebrate the miracle of Christmas together, proclaiming with Mary the greatness of our God.

Thank you to all who participate in the life and withess of God’s church. We are the visible
face of Christ.

Wishing you all a blessed and joyous Christmas.

Bridget

Moderator for Southern Synod
United Reformed Church



From our Minister

Dear all, December 2024

The world in Solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing. (It came upon a midnight clear)

Can you hear the angels sing? To hear the angels sing this Christmas we do need to
prepare.

Among your preparations and celebrations in the coming weeks you will likely witness many,
many angels. Adorning the top of a Christmas tree. Decorations in windows and on walls.
Choirs of singing angels on Christmas cards. The pretty little angel the nativity plays and of
course in numerous Christmas carols and songs

During a Sunday evening reflection a few months ago, we reflected on angels. (based on
the Peter Stanford book, Angels — a History). The worship explored how they are depicted in
scripture, in religious history as well our own experiences. Some remained sceptical of the
“reality” of angels in the world and considered the references to these heavenly beings as a
literary device to convey Gods presence. Others are convinced that there is most definitely
an angel sitting on every shoulder! Either way all remained uplifted and challenged by the
scriptural reference that any of us could be entertaining angels without knowing (Hebrews
13; 2). As did Abraham and Sarah in Genesis chapter 18.

And so, to Christmas Angels. Can you hear the angels sing? Well | don’t wish to bring
disappointment so early in Christmas season, but the angels didn’t sing! For all the choirs on
cards. For all the words in our carols. The angels did not sing a note in scripture. Not even
the heavenly host in that field to warm the shepherds’ hearts. “...suddenly there was a
heavenly host praising God and saying.” (Luke 2;14)

Perhaps praising God implies “singing” but in all scriptural verses it was what they said.
Perhaps this is the point. We probably know angel derives from the Greek angelos
meaning messenger. The angels at Christmas (and throughout scripture) came to deliver
important messages. Whether they spoke, or sung in choirs, tapped out morse code or
twittered and whatsapp’d! it is the message for which we prepare.

Angels came and do so today with messages for people hoping for God touch and presence
in the world.

Can you hear the angels sing? Of course, and to hear the angels sing this Christmas we do
need to prepare.

To Zachariah, whose voice was silenced for a time, perhaps there is a message for us when
we should speak and when to be quiet. We can discover the gift of silence and in such a
time become equipped to find our voice. This to the doubt filled recipient (Lukel1;19).

To Mary, the angel came and set her heart a humming, a beautiful song about setting the
world right, with justice and mercy, from the bottom up. (Luke 1; 46-45) How we are all
favoured by God.



To Joseph, in a dream, the challenge to open his heart for a new vision and expectation of
family life. Of believing the unbelievable. Matthew 1;20

Then there are the Shepherds, also the lowly of the low, the coldness and darkness of the
fields, and we have all been there, but included in the joyous message of Gods redemption
for the world. How they must have sung too. (Luke 2;8-20)

Angels in stories of Jesus birth are significant to our time of waiting and preparation in
Advent. Angels and not just beautiful decorations for our trees. They are more than the
coolest costumes for a nativity play. That’'s why we can hear angels sing. More importantly
that’s why we can sing with the angels! We can become angels to others.

“When the morning stars sang together, and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy” we
don’t think of stars literally singing but we know what Job means. Paul in Romans 8 refers to
the earth “groaning” and Jesus spoke of the stones “crying out” in Luke 19.

God reaches out to us through messengers, heavenly or human, complete strangers or
people we know well. Yes the angels sing!

Let us hear the angels sing. Let us sing with the angels and be prepared for messengers
and the messages of God.

Happy Christmas

Reger

Roger and Gillian invite you to celebrate the wedding of
Hannah (their»q:aughter) and Amelia

1pm on 21st December at London Road, Ewell URC
followed by afternoon tea in the church hall

R.S.V.P to
Tolworth — Carys Ewell — Barbara



Tolworth Diary December 2024

Sunday 1st

10.30am

4.30pm
Monday 2 5.30pm
Wednesday 4"  10.00am
Sunday gth  10.30am
Monday gth 5.30pm
Wednesday 11" 10.00am
Thursday 12" 3.30pm
Sunday 15" 10.30am

5.30pm
Monday 16" 5.30pm
Wednesday 18" 10.00am
Sunday 2274 10.30am
Wednesday 25t

10.00am
Sunday 29" 10.30am
January 2025
Sunday 5th 10.30am

Brenda Kelly is still in a lot of pain in her legs and back. After an MRI scan it was found that
she has a small fracture in her back. She also has problems with her heart rate and is unable
to get out of the house. She is frustrated at not being able to do things. We hope she will
soon improve and be back with us before long. Please remember her and any others who

Advent Sunday

Morning Worship led by Mrs Linda Lambert
Tree lighting service

Pilots

Playtime

Morning Communion led by our Minister
Pilots

Playtime

Messy Church - Christingle

Morning worship led be Revd David Skitt
Carol Service

Pilots
Playtime Christmas party
Morning worship led by Ms Heather Lodge

Christmas Day
Family Service led by our Minister & Ms Heather Lodge

Morning worship led by our Minister

Morning worship led by Mr Mark Dennis

Tolworth Family Circle

are housebound or poorly, in your prayers.



Gift Day

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Gift Day. The sum raised amounted to £2,962
which is an increase on last year.

Concert

Many thanks to Carol, Indra and Roger for organising the concert on 16" November. It was
a very successful evening and the hall was full. Thanks also to all those who took part. The
sum raised was £968 which left £715 after expenses this will be divided as £400 for Rwanda
and £315 for Gift Day. It was a lot of hard work but very worthwhile. The Zumba Party also
raised £325 for Rwanda.

Christmas Services

A leaflet is enclosed with dates and times of all our Christmas services. The Tree Lighting
service, Carol Service and Christmas Morning service will have retiring collections for
Christian Aid Christmas Appeal and on Sunday 8" December we will have a retiring
collection for “My Time”, the charity for young carers which we have supported in recent
years since we no longer have a toy service.

Moira
December 2024 Diary for London Road, Ewell
Sunday 1st 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger Jones,
including Holy Communion. To be followed by
Church Meeting.
Tuesday 2nd 12.30 pm  Church lunch at the Carvery at East Ewell — names
to Anne and Dennis. All welcome.
Sunday 8t 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd Barbara
Pearson
Monday 9t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson
Wednesday 11t 3pm Messy Church organised by Ewell Korean Church
Thursday 12t 2 -3 pm Friendship Hour Christmas Party, with music and
carol singing, all welcome
Sunday 15% 10.30 am Carol Service conducted by Revd Roger Jones to include
Bell Ringers
Sunday 22 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd Barbara

Pearson



Monday 23 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson (to be
confirmed)

Wednesday 25t 10.30 am  Christmas Day worship to be conducted by Revd
Barbara Pearson and Revd Roger Jones

Sunday 29t 10.30 am  Morning Worship to be conducted by Mrs. Linda
Lambert

2025

January 5t 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd Barbara

Pearson, including Holy Communion

Family News from London Road, Ewell

On 17" November we shared a very happy day with our friends from Ewell Korean Church
as we celebrated six years of their worshipping and sharing church life with us. It was a
joyful occasion, rounded off with a Korean lunch enjoyed by everyone.

The re-decorating of the sanctuary is almost complete, just waiting for the new carpet.
Valiant cleaning efforts, ably supported by our Korean friends, meant we were able to
celebrate the six-years anniversary in the church, which was a great joy.

Hurricane Theatre Company is currently rehearsing pantomimes in our various halls and the
church itself, so both the November lunch and Friendship Hour had to be accommodated in
our smallest room, but good humour saved the day — both days.

Barbara Pearson

Tales from the camp ground 25: Waterproofing

We are still clearing up after Storm Ashley in October. We have dried the inner tent, the
flysheet and the footprint that goes under the tent. The laundry is finished — apart from some
ironing. This weekend it was shoes and boots.

Military training on how to remove layers of mud would have been useful. In the end, | let the
mud dry then applied a scrubbing brush. The mud did indeed
come off but the boots looked the worse for wear. To say nothing
of the kitchen floor. | attacked the boots with a toothbrush (an old
one before you ask) and foamy washing up liquid. Better, but still
a bit haggard-looking. | remembered my mother’s favourite trick
— hold them in steam from the kettle. A slightly hazardous
' exercise but reasonably successful and probably as good as

. they’re going to get.




Washing and drying kit isn’t the end of it though. Having been out in such severe rain means
everything needs re-proofing, otherwise next time we camp, it will all leak. I'd like to know if
the Israelites had this problem in their wilderness years. One day I'll investigate. | suspect
they used much wax. It’s very effective and you can certainly make your own groundsheet by
applying wax to a cotton sheet. If you have several days going spare.

As it is, we find waterproofing a messy business involving
chemical sprays that don’t mix well with asthma. Small
surfaces like shoes are more or less manageable indoors,
providing you don’t breathe. Tents and the like can only be
done outside. We often use the park next door for minor
repairs and quick tent checks but, as it attracts odd looks,
we might need Plan B here.

In the meantime, the kitchen floor needs cleaning again....

Heather Lodge

Roger Fenn’s December Quiz
The message of the carols

1. What did the herald-angels sing?

2. When Christ came to earth, what did he leave behind?
3. What did He bring with him?

4. How did the Angel Gabriel address Mary?

5. How is Christ’s birthplace described in, “Once in Royal David’s City”?

6. How does the Calypso carol describe it?

7. In Geoffrey Anger’s carol, “Born in the night”’, where does he say Christ was born?
8. What made the winter so bleak?

9. What stirred good King Wenceslas into action?

10. What gifts did he provide?



An invitation

Members of Tolworth meet for lunch at The Hogsmill, Worcester Park. Here are the dates for
forthcoming lunches at the Hogsmill. Everyone is welcome to join us, so please make a note
of the dates -

2025

8t January
19" February
26™ March
30" April

All that is required is that you let me have your name by the previous Sunday and enjoy
eating with your friends The time is 12.30. Thanks

Brenda

The Face of the Child

When God showed his favour to Abram and Sarah,
There was no fanfare, no riches or gold;
Just baby Isaac, no greater blessing,
God’s gift of an infant to love and to hold.

When God showed his favour to long-barren Hannah,
Answered her prayers and her motherly goal,
He sent little Samuel, child in the Temple,
Spoke in his ear, and revived Israel’s soul.

When God showed his love for a world that had shunned him,
He came to a stable with cattle and hay.
He sent baby Jesus, child in the manger,
To show us God’s image, and teach us God’s way.

When we look for love in a world full of conflict,
We can be side-tracked, misled and beguiled.
Let’s look for God in his dearest creation:
Let’s look for God in the face of the child.

Barbara Pearson

Thank you to all who contributed this month
Please let me have material for the December edition by 18" December



From Brenda Kelly
As you probably know | am not very good at the moment, but let's not dwell on that. | feel so
sorry that I cannot join in any of the Christmas celebrations etc.
My garden is rather bleak at the moment so really looking forward to spring. Soon it will be
the shortest day and hopefully some spring bulbs will start to appear and the garden will be
full of colour! One of my favourite things to do is spending money at the garden centre, which
at the moment is impossible, but as usual we must hope and certainly hope is the only thing
that is keeping me going at the moment.
Thank you to everyone for their good wishes, cards and gifts.

Hopefully I will see you all again very soon

Love
Brenda

Roger’s December Quiz - Answers

1. “Glory to the new born King”. RS 159
2. His throne and his Kingly-crown. RS 192
3. The living word. RS192
4. “Most highly-favoured lady. RS 139
5. “A lowly cattle-shed. RS 167
6. “‘Draughty stable with an open door”. RS 157
7. “In a borrowed room”. RS 188
8. Frosty wind, continuous snow. RS 162
9. A poor man gathering winter fuel. -

10. Flesh (meat) wine, pine-logs. -



TOLWORTH UNITED REAORMED CHURCH
Jvee _/;ighting
Sunday
1°* December 4.30 pm

Come and join the celebration. lighting the tree and

for Christmas worship

Christmas

- Coavol Service

SuNpay 18™ Decemeer 5.307m

Wfith Christmas lights, mulled wine. and mince pies!

Christmas YNessy Church

“hursday 12% December 3.30 pm

Messy Christmas Christingle fun, with
craft, activities & more!




50=  ToLworTH
UNiTep ReroRmED CHURCH

(ON THE CORMER OF ELGAR AVENUE M0 REBuRN AVEMLE)

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 2074 wirv Tonow cxes

Sunday 1** December
Advent Sunday Worship 10.30am

Sunday 1* December
Tree Lighting Service 4.30pm

Sunday 8th December
Moming worship 10.30am

Sunday 15* December
Morning Worship 10.30am

Sunday 15" December
Carol Celebration 5.30pm

Thursday 12% December
Messy Christmas Christingle 3.30pm

Sunday 22™ December
Morming Worship 10.30am

CHRISTMAS DAY WoORsHIP 10.00AM

Sunday 29" December Morning Worship 10.30am
EVERYONE 19 INVITED. PLEARE TOIN LS.




Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3'd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister

Secretary

Treasurer

Serving Elders

Management
Committee

Revd Roger Jones

0208 393 4270

rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Mrs M Fleming

Mr G Stock

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly,
Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock,
Mrs K Woolard,

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker

Flower Secretary
Halls Letting Officer
Junior Church
Magazine Editor
Magazine Secretary
Organist

Pilots

Playtime

Youth Worker
Rainbows
Brownies

Guides

Mrs J. Marsh
Mrs Brenda Kelly
Mr S. Heath

Mrs B Kelly

Mr | Fleming

Mrs M Fleming
Mrs G Jones

Mrs M Fleming
Miss Carys Kelly
Ms Kirsten Cook
Ms Michelle Nicholls
Mrs J Pelham

8399 3926


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

50 Lowon cow

(Lonoon Rosp, KT17 28€)
Christmas

in Jondon 2oad

Advent 1 Sunday
1%t December Advent Sunday Worship 10.30am
Advent 2

Sunday 8™ December Morning Worship 10.30am
Thursday 12* Christmas Tea 2pm
Advent 3
Sunday 15" December Carol Service 10.30am
With Spring Downs Ringers fhand bells ensembiea)
Advent 4
Thursday 22™ December Morning Worship 10.30am
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 10.30AM

Sunday 29" December Morning Worship10.30am
EVERYONE I8 INVITED,  PLEASE TOIN LS.




Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Morning Worship at 10.30

Minister Revd Roger Jones 020 8393 4270
Secretary Mrs Pamela Galliers
Treasurer Mr. George Pearson

Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson,
Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping
Flower rota

Lettings

Organist
Safeguarding
Deputy safeguarding
Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property

Synod Rep.

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P. Galliers

Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Vacant

Mr. D. Mugridge

Nobuko Tsuyuki

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge
& Mr. M. Westbrook

Miss Rosemary Holmes



