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From our Minister 

 

Dear all,          January 2025 

 
As always, the few weeks leading up to Christmas were full of activity.  Not just the 
preparations during Advent.   Not just reflecting on the stories of the angels and shepherds, 
mothers and fathers and new births.  Not even the carols and the candles.  And not the 
decorating of the church which have all been looking amazing again.  We have also had the 
small matter of a wedding so I hope you will indulge me I little bit more in this new-year letter! 
 

In particular, I wanted to mention the much anticipated moment at any wedding.  The father 
of the bride’s speech.  Or in this case, the fathers of the Brides’ as there were two 
speeches!  As father of the bride I was able to comment on our daughter’s adventurous spirit 
because at medical school her student colleagues nick-named her “Indie” (as in Indie 
Hannah Jones).  Very clever these medical students. Then I was able to mention her new 
adventure of marriage!  
 

So, to connect with my letter to you all  for 2025 I thought I might mention your own 
adventures with God in the coming year.  I do think a Christian life is one long adventure.  
Your walk with God may not be an all-action quest for Arc of the Covenant as Indianna Jones 
in the Raiders of the Lost Arc.  Your Christian journey may not be a long-lost search for the 
Holy Grail as in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.  No! I think your journey in 2025 will be 
far more exciting.   
 

For a start, it will be real! 
 

As we in the church look forward to 2025 we wonder what God has in store for us. That is a 
wonderful and exciting prospect. What new thing is God calling us to do this year?  Who will 
God have us meet over the coming months?  What surprises can we expect, because 
Christmas has reminded us, God is a God of surprises.  
 

What God has for us may be a big change in our lives.  Or it may not be as dramatic  as that 
and God is asking us to carry on faithfully and simply where we are.  
 

But I guess we can guarantee that our new adventure for 2025 will involve being more 
gracious to those with whom we disagree. Showing mercy to those whom we think do not 
deserve it.  Being forgiving to those with whom we remain angry. Standing along-side those 
who have little going for them even when it is hard to do so. Loving enemies and being kind 
to ourselves for our mistakes and disappointments. 
 

What God has in store for us in 2025 and God’s call on our lives is far bolder and more 
dangerous than anything Indianna Jones had to face. It is an adventure. 
 

One famous line from Indianna Jones himself however is worth remembering,  “if you want to 
be a good archaeologist , you’ve gotta get out of the library”.(Indiana Jones and the kingdom 
of the Crystal Skull). 
 

I also guess that our adventure with God will also mean leaving our places of cosy comfort.  
Whatever it is God has in store for us for 2025,  we are not only to remain in churches, God 



 

calls us out into the world to witness to God’s grace, mercy, forgiveness, kindness and 
solidarity with the poor. 
 

But of course, God has done this already. The reading for 1st January 2025 is Revelation 21; 
1-6a.  “See the home of God is among the mortals” verse 3 and “See I am making all things 
new” Verse 5. 
 

We have just celebrated this. God’s own self leaving the comfort of heaven to make God’s 
home among us.  A real home is a permanent and secure dwelling place. God’s presence 
with us in the Christ child was not a temporary thing or a quick fix.  It is eternal.   
 

The part that’s hard to grasp is how all hope is this and how this is embodied in a tiny baby. 
Not an all-powerful action hero! Christianity isn’t really about institutions and grandeur. 
Neither is it about being powerful and global. It’s about what we behold at Christmas: God in 
a vulnerable baby, laid in our arms. Vulnerable to harm. At risk of hurt. Liable to exploitation. 
Born as a displaced person, to a family exposed to shame, shortly to become refugees, first 
greeted by the socially excluded. The baby says, ‘This is who I am: and this is who you are.’ 
 

God’s home among us on earth, to help us all on our adventures.  
 

Blessings for 2025,  
 

Roger 

 
 

Tolworth Diary January 2025 

 

Sunday 5th  10.30am Morning Worship led by Mr Mark Dennis 

    

Monday 6th    5.30pm Pilots 

 

Sunday  12th    10.30am Morning Communion led by our Minister followed by 

     church meeting 

 

Monday 13th    5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 15th 10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday  12th  3.30pm Messy Church  

 

Sunday   19th    10.30am Morning worship led be Mrs Linda Lambert 

     

Monday 20th     5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 22nd     10.00am Playtime  

 

Thursday 23rd  2.20pm Management meeting 

 



 

Sunday 26th      10.30am Morning worship led Mr Nick Mayhew-Smith   

 

Monday 27th     5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 29th      10.00am Playtime  

 

February 2025 

 

Sunday 2nd    10.30am Morning worship led by Mrs Linda Lambert  

  

 
 

Tolworth Family Circle 

 
Lesley Menneer had a fall at home in December and broke her wrist. After a spell in Kingston 

Hospital she was moved to the Priory Nursing Home. We hope she will soon be able to 

come home again – it was lovely to see her at church with her daughter just before 

Christmas. Brenda Kelly is still unable to get out unaided – it was good that Zoe managed to 

bring her to the Carol Service when she had the opportunity to be with us once again. 

Charmaine Waterman has had a fall an is in hospital once again. Hopefully she will soon 

recover. 

Julie Ross-Harper has sent a letter for everyone with greetings for Christmas and New Year. 

It is on the vestibule notice board for all to read.  

      Moira 

 

Thanks 

Thank you to everyone who made our Christmas celebrations so successful. To those who 

helped with the decorations; to Daryl for all the lights round the windows and together with 

Dave and Roger put the lights on the outside tree. In spite of being in the midst of wedding 

preparations, Gillian found time to mastermind the decorating of the Church. Many thanks to 

everyone who helped. 

Our services were all inspiring and quite well attended. Thank you to everyone who made it 

a memorable festive season. 

Moira 

 

 

 

 



 

 

January 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell 
 
 

Sunday 5th  10.30 am  Morning worship with Holy Communion 

     conducted by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 
Mon 6th  10 am  Elders” Meeting 

   12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 
Tues 7th  12.30  Church lunch at the Queen Adelaide.   Names 

     to Anne and Dennis Sexton.   All welcome. 
 
Sunday 12th  10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Mrs Linda 

     Lambert 
 
Sunday 19th  10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Revd Roger 
     Jones  
 
Monday 20th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

 
Sunday 26th  10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Mr Mark  
     Dennis 

 
Thurs 30th  2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, everyone welcome 

 
February 

 
Sunday 2nd  10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion 

     conducted by Revd Roger Jones  
 

 
Family News from London Road, Ewell 

 
Our good friend, Mike Westbrook, has been undergoing regular treatments and attending 
numerous hospital appointments, but he has dealt with it with his usual stoicism and good 
humour.   We wish him well with his continuing treatments, and pray for a good outcome for 
him. 
 
We were delighted to share in the celebration of the marriage of Roger’s daughter, Hannah, 
on 21st December.   It was the most joyous (and meticulously planned) occasion, and we 
wish Hannah and Amelia the happiest of futures together. 
 
The decoration of our sanctuary is at last complete, and we are all delighted with the result.   
In fact a member from Tolworth suggested their church should be decorated with the same 
colour scheme, lights and carpet, and thought she might take the idea to Church Meeting! 
 

Barbara Pearson 

 

 



 

 

         
 
Seek the welfare of the city where I have placed you. Pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will have welfare. Jeremiah 29: 7 

 
Do you feel a call to pray blessing on your local area? To pray for this area the words of 
Jesus “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done”. 
 
Would you like to pray with local Christians from other churches? 

 
Do you want to be an encouragement to those in other nearby congregations? 

 
There is power in agreement and unity.  There the Lord commands a blessing  - Psalm 133 

 
If you would like to explore the possibility of gathering with others for inter-church prayer  - 
either in person or over zoom, please feel free to contact me.   
I would love to hear from you!    

 
Paula Smith  paula.smith@mybroadbandmail.com 

 

 

 

From Roger and Gillian 

 

Dear friends, 
 
Gillian and I would like to offer our heartfelt thanks for your prayers and thoughts for our 
daughter’s wedding last month. We know that you have all been “holding us up” over these 
last few weeks, months and years! and we have been so pleased that you all seemed as 
delighted as we are at seeing our daughter so happy.  Amelia and Hannah thoroughly 
enjoyed the day.  But they had fun also during the setting up week .  So, a special  thanks to 
London Road Ewell for all the inconveniences, apologies for bookings disruptions during the 
week, and for allowing our brides to completely upturn the church buildings for a few days!  
Thank you all so much for coming along, viewing online, for your gifts and cards, practical 
support and all the friendship during these event filled times.  It has been fun, if not a little 
worrying on occasions, but you have been very gracious.   
 

Thank you, Roger and Gillian, Hannah and Amelia….  
 

 

 

 

mailto:paula.smith@mybroadbandmail.com


 

 

Tales from the camp ground 26: be prepared 

 

In November two never-before hikers were rescued from Mt Whitney in Colorado when they 
got stuck carrying 100lb of kit each, all new, untested and unsuitable for the vagaries of 
mountain weather in late autumn. In early December the death was announced of a 22 year 
old who was out on a solo back-packing trip in a remote area of Sweden when he was 
caught in heavy snow with what looked like inadequate shoes and clothing. The snow storm 
held up the rescue services who didn’t find him until the next day.  
 
It is easy to criticise from the sofa. Yes, kit should have 
been checked for weather and weight. My absolute limit is 
50lb - and an ex-army colleague is quite impressed we 
carry that. Hiking up a mountain in snow and fog with 
double that weight is probably only for SAS training! Yes, 
keeping yourself warm and dry in Nature’s worst 
conditions is essential. A leaky boot is manageable at 
18C but not in wind chill of -18C. 
 
Apart from a lack of campsites open at the moment, the 
elements deter us from being out in the woods in the dark 
and cold but mostly it’s our confidence that ebbs. We’ve 
never tested our skills and resilience on a winter camp.  
 
I keep coming back to the disciples’ being told to take nothing for the journey and rely on the 
hospitality of those they meet. I take it to mean be prepared to go where God calls and don’t 
be weighed down by unnecessary stuff that will hold you back, rather than set out ill-
equipped for the conditions. But, I’m pondering that just now. 
 

In the meantime, my prayers are for mountain rescue services, willing to answer every call 
for help in all conditions, and for a young man who lost his life on an outdoor adventure. 
 

          Heather Lodge 
 
 

 
From Barbara Smith 

 
 
A new year starts, another step along the road we go.  I don’t intend to look back but instead 
to look forward to a year filled with love, hope and joy.  Love for all men, all over the world. 
 Hope for a peaceful settlement of  hostilities in the world, Joy to be shared with those we 
know and those we are still to meet. 
 
So let’s go out into the world, sharing the message of love, hope and joy.  Smile at people 
you meet, it costs nothing but may brighten someone’s day - it can express love for 
humanity, hope they have a good day and spread a little joy in their lives 

 

Barbara Smith 
 

 



 

 

Roger Fenn’s January Quiz 

 
Two of Paul’s earliest letters were written to the Christians in Thessalonica giving thanks for 
their faith in Jesus Christ. We look at the first letter - 
 
1. Paul includes two other evangelists jn his opening greeting. Who were they?  

 

2. The new church was giving a good example to other areas of Greece. Which two 
 does Paul mention? 

 
3. Acts chapter 17 tells us that Paul had to leave the city due to a riot. Who led it? 

 
4. Who bore the brunt of the riot? 

 
5. In chapter 2, how does Paul describe his ministry to the Thessalonians? 

 

6. When Paul was unsure of the success of his ministry In Thessalonica, whom did he 
 send to find out? 

 

7. What kind of report did he bring back? 

 
8. Paul longs to visit the church again. In chapter 3, how does he express this? 

 

 

 

Please let me have material for the February edition by  
22nd January 

 

 
 

From Brenda Kelly 

 
It’s Christmas - lots of celebrating, eating and drinking.  What is nice is getting cards and 
catching up with people. Especially for me this year as I went to the Carol Concert (which 
was my first time out for a couple of months). It was lovely to see everyone and the church 
looked wonderful.  Plus my favourite Carol - Once in Royal David’s City. 
 
The garden is bleak,  but at last the sun has appeared after many dull days. Soon it will be 
the shortest day so bit by bit it will get lighter and hopefully some spring  bulbs will start to 
appear, which always gives me hope that things will get better. 
 
I’ve been watching the birds checking out a potential new location in my bird box - hoping to 
see the young ones in the spring. 
 
Wishing you all the best for a peaceful New Year. 
 
With lov 

 



 

Brenda
 

 



 

 
 

The Wedding Feast 
(The Gospel reading for 19th January 2025) 

 
How great to be here at this wedding, 

A feast that is going just fine. 
We can share this good time with the Master, 

Just relax and eat food and drink wine. 
 

Here’s a man who’s in charge of arrangements, 
He’s worried, it’s not hard to tell. 

The Lord’s mother also looks anxious –  
Perhaps things aren’t going so well. 

 
Now his mother approaches our table, 

And the Master is asked for his aid, 
But what can he do at a wedding? 

She should share her concerns with a maid. 
 

And then we can hear what she’s saying, 
There’s a danger they’ll run out of wine. 

The shame and disgrace that would follow 

Would be hard to forget or define. 
 

      What man can say “No” to his mother? 

Jesus chooses to take on the task, 
And he offers advice to the servants, 

And his mother says, “Do as he asks”. 
 

Then they fill up great jars with plain water,  
And take to the feast host to taste. 

When he takes a great gulp of the water, 
He says that’s great wine, that’s the best. 

 
So our Master had done what you can’t do, 

Turned well water into good wine. 
He truly is somebody special, 

And this was his very first sign.  

 

Barbara Pearson 

Just a thought……... 

When I think of it my life has been like a journey on a train with stations along the way. 
 
These stations have changes of tracks, some which contain accidents. I boarded my train 
when I was born and my parents were the ones who got my ticket and I believed they would 
always travel on this train with me. However, at some station my parents got off the train to 
leave me alone on this journey. 
 



 

As time went by, other passengers boarded the train, many of whom have been significant in 
my life... my friends, children, and even the love of our life. Many have got off during this  
journey and left a permanent vacuum in my life. Many have gone so unnoticed that I haven't 
noticed when they vacated their seats and got off the train! This train ride has been, so far, 
full of joy, sorrow, fantasy, expectations, hellos, good-byes, and farewells. My journey has 
been about helping, loving, and having a good relationship with all my co passengers and 
made sure that I've given my best to make their journey comfortable. 
 
I do not know at which station I'm going to get off. So, I've living in the best way, adjusting 
and forgetting, forgiving and offering the best of what I've have. I believe it's important to do 
this because when it's my time to come to leave my seat I want to leave beautiful memories 
for those who will continue to travel on the train of life. 
 
Thank you for being some of the important passengers on my train, don't know when my 
station will come but I don't want to miss saying: "Thank you to you all". 

 
 

From Brenda Kelly
An invitation 

 

Members of Tolworth meet for lunch at The Hogsmill, Worcester Park. Here are the dates for 
forthcoming lunches at the Hogsmill.  Everyone is welcome to join us, so please make a note 
of the dates -          

 2025 

 

8th January 

19th February 

26th March 

30th April 
 

All that is required is that you let me have your name by the previous Sunday and enjoy 
eating with your friends The time is 12.30. Thanks       
  

Brenda  (01372 743968)

Roger’s January Quiz - Answers 

           1.  Silas and Timothy      1Thessalonians 1 v 1 

 
  2. Achaiah and Macedonia    1 Thessalonians 1 v 7 

   

  3. Bad characters / layabouts   Acts 17 v 5   

 
  4. Jason       Acts 17 v 6  

    

  5. Like a nurse / father caring for their children 1 Thessalonians 2 v 7/11
   

  6. Timothy      1 Thessalonians 3 v 2 

 
  7. Good news of their faith    1 Thessalonians 3 v 6 



 

 
  8. “That we may see your face again”  1 Thessalonians 3 v 10 

 
Sunday Worship at Tolworth 

 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 

‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 
 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 

 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      

  
     

         Serving Elders           Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly, 
                Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    

         Management             Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 
Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 

 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs B Kelly       
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones       
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 

  Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

 
Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 

 
Morning Worship at 10.30  

 
 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 

 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    

 
 Treasurer  Mr. George Pearson    

 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson, 
    Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 

 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 

 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 

 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 

 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 

 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 

 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 

 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 

 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 

 Finance & Property  Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge 

     & Mr. M. Westbrook 

 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 

 


