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From our Minister

February 2025

Dear all,

The film The Lion King has just passed its thirtieth birthday! Over the years | have used
dialogue or videos from this wonderful musical in worship. For example, on the occasion of
baptism, when Simba is held aloft signalling a new beginning. Or for the celebration of Christ
the King, when Simba sings “I just can’t wait to be king” because he will be grown up and
can do what he likes, or so he thinks!

But | haver never felt comfortable with the song, Hakuna Matata. In the story Simba has just
runaway from the pride thinking he had been responsible for his Father’s death. Deeper in
the jungle he meets a Pumbaa the warthog and Timor the meerkat. They explain their
carefree lifestyle and encourage him to be the same. During the course of this song Simba
grows to be an adult.

Of course, Timor and Pumbaa are the musical’s comic relief duo. Apparently, they are
associated with Shakespeare’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern in Hamlet who were called
upon to distract the young prince. Like Timor and Pumbaa distracting Simba from the hurts
and pains of real life and responsibility.

“A problem free, philosophy, Hakuna Matata.” “It ain’t no passing phrase. Means no worries
for the rest of your days,” The phrase Hakuna Matata is Swahili for “no problems” or “no
worries”. | am not sure in Africa it is a philosophy for life, but it would be nice wouldn'’t it?
You can’t change the future. What will be will be. Resign yourself to whatever comes along.

In Christian terms our walk with God is about shaping the future. Transforming the world
here and now.

In these weeks in January, we have been reading in scripture of Jesus beginning his
ministry. His baptism, his temptation and his early preaching in the synagogue and rejection.
Here Jesus receives Gods blessing and mission.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recover sight to the blind, to
let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lords favour,” Isaiah 61 and Luke 4.

This is far from a problem free philosophy. After all Jesus is all about God opting into the real
world of earthly things and politics and the muck and the bullets. Not exempting Godself
with “no-worries”.

Jesus reading the Isaiah scripture makes me think of Jonah. If the Lord turns up runaway.
But a God sized blessing, | heard said recently, comes with a God sized mission.

And just in case you are thinking of relaxing, hakuna matata stye, and have noticed this

mission has been given to Jesus and not you, verse 21 continues in Luke 4, “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in you your hearing,”



Yikes! Jesus is anointed for the mission but it turns out that it is only our hearing of it, trusting
it, adopting it, completing, living it that this God sized mission will be accomplished.

Among the whales and the warthogs, symbols of avoidance in stories, apathy and
complacency, is the enemy of peace building and transforming a world.

What about our hearing of this scripture. Any hope of it being finally fulfilled in our hearing?

God bless

Roger

Subscriptions for Concord

The annual subscriptions for Concord are now due. Those who receive printed copies are
asked to contribute a minimum of £5 for the year. Those who receive their copies by post are
asked to contribute a minimum of of £12 per annum as postage has increased considerably.
Thank you

Moira

Tolworth Family Circle

Lesley Menneer is still in the Priory Care Home. She has had the plaster removed from her
arm and is hopefully having some physio for it. Barbara Smith has been in a great deal of
pain with her knee and is having great difficulty with her mobility. Brenda Kelly is still
housebound and has difficulty walking as the nerves in her feet are affected. Charmaine
Waterman is in Teddington hospital after being moved from Kingston. Please remember all
these friends in your prayers. Those of you who remember lan Rathjen will be saddened to
learn of his death on 16" December. lan was a long serving member of Tolworth URC and
edited this magazine until he moved to Edinburgh. We extend our sympathy to his family.

Moira
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Family News from London Road, Ewell

Ouir first visit to the Queen Adelaide for our regular Church Lunch was a great success, and
we will be going there again in February, on the 4™, If any Tolworth friends would like to join
us you will be most welcome. Names to Dennis Sexton (01737 813744).

Several of our congregation are having serious health problems at the moment, and we pray
God’s blessing on them.

Barbara Pearson



Sunday 2"d

Monday 3™

Tuesday 4t

Sunday 9t

Sunday 16"

Monday 17t
Thursday 20t

Sunday 23"

March

Sunday 2

So we have managed to get through Christmas and January and welcome February. The
good thing about February is that it is a short month so we are well on our way to spring.
Hopefully it will be a good spring, but after the fires in America, | feel quite guilty worrying
about a few bulbs that hopefully will appear in my garden. | do hope the people who have
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Friendship Hour, all welcome
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Morning Worship with Holy Communion,
Conducted by Revd Roger Jones

From Brenda Kelly

lost everything will have faith that things will get better.

| am still not good and spend a great deal of time looking out of my patio door studying
progress (or not) of bulbs, but the birds are a delight and give me great pleasure.
Fortunately | do not have a cat so the birds are very happy to explore the garden and the

bird house is all ready for them to occupy and have babies.

Happy spring to you all

Love

Brenda



Tales from the camp ground 27: Woolly jumpers

As a follow-up to last month’s tale of people going out ill-prepared for the conditions, |
thought clothing might be a suitable theme for this month. Those of you who were at
Tolworth on 29 December will also remember Roger speaking about Samuel’s new clothes
provided by his mother Hannah on her annual visit and how those clothes enabled him to
grow in God’s service.

Over the years, we have acquired clothes that we use just for camping. It could just be that
I’'m bad at removing the smell of wood smoke! But actually, those clothes work together to
keep us warm and comfortable. To sit out in the woods at -2°C with a wind-chill, | now know |
need my walking shoes, leggings and thermal socks under my cargo trousers and a warm,
close-fitting base layer under a mid-layer thermal top. Add my lovely army woolly jumper, a
fleece, a padded jacket plus, horror of horrors, a hat and | will be vaguely warm. And yes, it’'s
a good thing it's dark because | resemble the Michelin man.

We can’t run to premier-branded, eye-wateringly expensive and highly technical clothes,
although we have camps when we dream about wearing quality waterproofs! But it is
surprising how much confidence the right layers of even inexpensive clothes give you. Our
camp “uniform” switches us into camp mode very effectively. Lighting a fire in rain is second
nature in camp clothes whilst merely lighting a candle in “Church clothes” feels
embarrassingly awkward.

| am convinced that God does not care what we wear but, having been brought up to keep a
set of clothes for Sunday, | do wonder if what | wear is dictating my service to God.

Heather Lodge

PS | though a woolly jumper was a sheep! - Ed

Roger Fenn’s February Quiz

The four Gospel writers vary their accounts of Jesus’ ministry to fit in with their general
theme and readership. In which Gospel (s) do we find the following accounts?

1. The visit of the magi to the Christ child.

2. The Boy Jesus in the Jerusalem Temple at the age of twelve when he became
accountable to the Jewish Law.

3. The wedding at Cana in Galilee.

4. The Samaritan woman by the well at Sychar.
5. The feeding of the five thousand.

6. Jesus stills the storm.

7. Jesus calls Zacchaeus the tax-collactor.



8. The man who escaped arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane by leaving behind his
bedsheet.

9. Mary Magdelen’s meeting with Jesus at the garden tomb.

10. Jesus meets Cleopas and his companion on the road to Emmaus.

Please let me have material for the March edition by
19" February

Our Shepherd

Picture Jesus as a shepherd,
See him labour with his sheep,
How he leads them where there’s water,
Not too shallow, not too deep.

Where the path is smooth and easy,
Where the grass is lush and green.
His desire is for their welfare,
Keeps them healthy, keeps them clean.

Think of Jesus as our shepherd,
We his flock, his creatures here.
All that's good he wants to give us,
Soothe our sorrows, calm our fear.

Life can’t be forever peaceful,
Many pitfalls mar our way,
But our shepherd, ever loving,
Wants our safety. Hear him say:

“You are mine, I am your shepherd,
Keep me always in your sight.
I laid down my life to save you,
Bring you always to the light”.

Barbara Pearson



80 years membership and still worshipping regularly, on line!

Gwyneth Smith has been a United Reformed member for eighty-years
and still attending worship. We thought that was worth celebrating.
Here, she briefly outlines her story, and we are delighted that she still
attends our streamed online services very week from the safety of her
home. Members of the congregation still enjoy the conversation with
Gwyneth on-line at the end of the service over coffee. We think our
technology like our worship is for all ages.

Roger
From Gwyneth Smith

| was born in August 1930 in Epsom where my father, Reverend W. E. Evans was the Free
Church Chaplain to the five psychiatric hospitals in the area. | was baptised as a baby at
Epsom Congregational Church which my mother Gertrude and older sister Joan attended. |
enjoyed Junior Church with all its activities. On February 4th, 1945, | was received in to
adult membership by Rev. S. John Bates. | met my husband Raymond in the church, we
married there and brought up our son and daughter. | led Junior Church, ran the Brownie
Pack and later, when | retired from teaching, ran "Little Urchins", our mothers and toddlers’
group. | was very enthusiastic about our drama group and sang in the choir. | also took
evening services to stop them from being discontinued. | was still a Serving Elder when the
Epsom Church sadly had to close and joined with the Ewell Church in 2022.

Already enjoying a joint choir and united services with our Sister Church in Ewell and under
the guidance of our Minister, Rev. Roger Jones, also in charge of Tolworth, | was pleased to
worship at Ewell. When lockdown came in 2020 my son whisked me away to Mid Wales to
live with him, his wife and my grandchildren.

Arthritis and mobility issues prevent me from actual church attendance so | greatly
appreciate being able to tune into the morning service from either Ewell or Tolworth. | can
share in Church Meetings, join in the hymns and still belong. Thanks be to God.

Gwyneth.
Roger’s February Quiz - Answers
1. Matthew 2 v1-12 6. Matthew 8 v 23 -29, Mark 4 v 36-41
2. Luke 2 v 41 -52 7. Luke 19v 1-10
3. John2v1-11 8. Mark 14 v 31
4. John4v4—-42 9. John20v 14 -18
5. All four Gospels. 10. Luke 24 v 13 — 35.

Matthew 14 v 13 -21
Mark 6 v 30 — 44
Luke9v10-17
John6v1-13.



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3'd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister Revd Roger Jones 0208 393 4270
rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Treasurer Mr G Stock
Serving Elders Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly,

Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock,
Mrs K Woolard,

Management Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Committee Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker Mrs J. Marsh 8399 3926
Flower Secretary Mrs B Kelly

Halls Letting Officer Mr S. Heath

Junior Church Mrs B Kelly

Magazine Editor Mr | Fleming

Magazine Secretary Mrs M Fleming

Organist -

Pilots Mrs G Jones

Playtime Mrs M Fleming

Youth Worker Miss Carys Kelly

Rainbows Ms Kirsten Cook 07900 894864
Brownies Ms Michelle Nicholls 07531 007547

Guides Mrs J Pelham 07906 697008


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Morning Worship at 10.30

Minister Revd Roger Jones 020 8393 4270
Secretary Mrs Pamela Galliers
Treasurer Mr. George Pearson

Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mr. G. Pearson,
Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping
Flower rota

Lettings

Organist
Safeguarding
Deputy safeguarding
Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property

Synod Rep.

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P. Galliers

Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Vacant

Mr. D. Mugridge

Nobuko Tsuyuki

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr G. Pearson, Mr. D. Mugridge
& Mr. M. Westbrook

Miss Rosemary Holmes



