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From our Minister 

 

              
Dear friends         April 2025 
 
Do you ever wonder who you might meet in heaven? Will it be the horrible, unpleasant 
characters from history...will they really be there? Or the more personal acquaintances, 
characters who we have never got on with and wished never to meet again!  If we face up to 
it, we know we are all complex characters, with our own failures and foibles.  It is often said 
we may well be surprised who we will find in heaven.   
 
Perhaps a better question is who would you like to meet in heaven?  Surely one of these 
would be Mary Magdalene.  Although a complex character herself with her own failures and 
foibles, one of the most wonderful resurrection appearances must be the moment she is the 
garden with Jesus, mistaking him for the gardener, and then hearing his voice and realising 
that he is there standing beside.  How I would love to hear that story from her own lips.    
 
More than just this account in the garden the gospels’ stories about her differ in some detail, 
yet the one thing they have in common is that Mary Magdalene is the first to witness, believe 
and testify  about the risen Jesus. 
 
How I would love to explore with her, her bravery as she stood at the foot of the cross; her 
wonder and sorrow with the angels in the empty tomb; her excitement at telling her friends 
the good news. 
 
Whilst none would probably question her legitimacy in heaven, there here have been long 
debates about the extent of her failures and foibles as recorded in the gospels. How 
colourful was her background?  
 
The popular portrayal for over a thousand years has been that she was a reformed 
prostitute.  This is never stated explicitly but inferred in Luke chapter 7.  Rather than this 
being used to denigrate her, it has often served to strengthen people’s views and even 
devotion towards her.  She was one who overcame her vices offering hope to all sinners. 
 
From its earliest days, Western Christianity considered that Mary Magdalene is simply 
another title for Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus, whom today we tend to call Mary of 
Bethany; and they further identified this Mary with the unnamed sinful woman who anoints 
the feet of Jesus in the seventh chapter of Luke’s Gospel. 
 
More recently, this traditional view has been rejected. It is never explicitly stated that the 
sinner, or the women washing Jesus feet are one and the same or was even Mary 
Magdalene herself. This has been considered male pious musings.  
 
Moreover, seeing Mary and as this prostitute has also been said to reinforce views about 
women in the bible, and therefore men’s views more generally of one “dimensional 
character” being either virgins or prostitutes.  
 
Also, were there really two occasions of a women washing the feet of Jesus as described in 
Luke 7: 37 and then in Matthew 26, Mark 14 and John 12. These latter three seem to be very 
similar to one another but occur in different circumstances to Luke. In Luke it takes place 
early in his ministry and the woman is weeping.  The latter account is a more devotional act 



 

and Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem. The incident seems so extraordinary that it seems 
unlikely for two different women to have performed the same act separately and unrelated. 
 
Notwithstanding the feminist position about the portrayal of women which needs to be taken 
seriously, I think the portrayal of a women with such apparent failures and foibles, reforming 
and starting again, being the first witness, believe and testify to the risen Jesus does give 
hope for all.  I liked the idea in some recent scriptural explanation, whereby there were 
indeed two incidents when Jesus’ feet were washed, but it was actually by the same women.  
The first, when she is a sinner and receives God’s grace and mercy and reforms.  The 
second time in devotion and love of the man she has followed and now appreciating his work 
and where he is heading.  A true disciple of Jesus. 
 
And could this woman be Mary Magdalene? This woman who now shines forth as one who 
loved much (Luke 7:47) from whom seven demons  were cast out (Luke 8:2), the one who 
grasped the one thing necessary (Luke 10:42) the one who moved Jesus/God to tears (John 
11;33) the one did a beautiful thing for him (Mark 14:6) the one whose deed would be 
proclaimed throughout the world (Mark 14:9) and the one as we have heard, who first saw 
the risen Lord. 
 
As we approach Easter again, we sense a still  broken world, we know a struggling church 
and we, people of complex characters ourselves with all our failures and foibles, in need of 
redemption, transformation and called to bring healing.  In Mary Magdalene, we discover 
again how she stands out as a beacon of that supernatural hope we find at Easter.  A hope 
that defined her spiritual journey of a walk with Christ.  Bearing a heart of love, an advocate 
for sinners and revealing the depth and beauty of such a  journey. A journey we do all share.  
 
Her announcement, “I have seen the Lord” beings in the post-resurrection era. We announce 
the same today.  
 

Happy Easter 
 
God bless 
 
Roger 

 

Thank you 

 
I want to thank all the friends from both our churches who attended the Thanksgiving Service 
for my dear George at the Ewell Church. And thank you also for all the heartfelt and loving 
messages I received from so many of you. My family and I were overwhelmed by the support 
and kindness we received during such a difficult time for us. George was so happy to be a 
member, first of all at Tolworth and then at Ewell, and your friendship meant a great deal to 
him. as a family we thank God that his illness was so brief, and that we were able to 
celebrate his life with so many friends. A big thank you to my fellow members at Ewell 
church, who did such sterling work, providing refreshments for so many people after the 
service. 
 

Barbara Pearson 



 

 



 

 



 

Tolworth Family Circle 

 
Roger Fenn is still in a lot of pain but has carers coming in and social services have installed 
some rails and other equipment in his home. Brenda Kelly has been in a rehabilitation centre 
in Molsey for a few weeks but hopes to go home soon with some equipment installed in her 
home too. Lesley Menneer has been in St.George’s hospital to have a new machine inserted 
for her condition. She should be back in her Care Home before this magazine is published. 
Please remember these friends in your prayers. Please also remember Linda Lambert who 
is recovering after surgery and will probably need further treatment. 
 

We were all saddened to learn of the recent death of Mary Riches. Mary always had a smile   
and she and Owen were a lovely couple who we miss since their move to Crowborough. We 
extend our deepest sympathy to Owen and the family. 

Moira 
April 2025 Diary for Tolworth 

 
Wednesday 2nd 10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday 6th   10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Heather Lodge 

 

Monday 7rd     5.30pm Pilots 

 

Tuesday 8th  2.30pm Elders’ meeting 

 

Sunday  13th      Palm Sunday – Food collection 

   10.30am Morning communion led by our Minister 

 

Thursday  17th 7.30pm Tenebrae service at Surbiton Hill Methodist Church 

 

Friday  18th 10.00am Good Friday service at Surbiton Hill Methodist Church 

 

Sunday  20th      Easter Day 

   10.30am Morning Comminion led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

  

Wednesday 23rd  10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday 24th   3.30pm Messy Church Easter Fun Day 

 

Sunday 27th    10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister   

   6.30pm Evergreen service 

 

Monday 28th     5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 30th      10.00am Playtime  

 

May 2025 

Sunday 4th     10.30am Morning Worship led by Mr Mark Dennis 



 

April 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell 
 
 

Tuesday 1st  12.30 pm Soup lunch, everyone welcome. 
 
Sunday 6th   10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion, conducted  
     by Revd Roger Jones, to be followed by the Church 
     Meeting 
 
Monday 7th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson, new 
     members welcome  
 
Sunday 13th  10.30 am Palm Sunday service, conducted by Revd 
     David Skitt 
 
Thursday 17th 7.30pm Joint Maundy Thursday service at Surbiton Hill 
     Methodist Church 
 
Friday 18th  10.30am Passion Play in Epsom town centre  
 
Sunday 20th  10.30 am Easter Sunday service, led by Revd Roger Jones 
 
Thursday 24th 2-3 pm Friendship Hour, all welcome 
 
Sunday 27th  10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Mrs. Linda Lambert  
     (to be confirmed) 
 
Monday 28th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson, new 
     members welcome  

 

 

 Tribute to George Pearson  
 

 This tribute is a combined effort from Barbara, Fenner and Warren, and they asked Roger to 

read it for them. 

 

 George was born in Bendon Valley, a residential street in Wandsworth that no longer exists.   

He didn’t live there for long.   He was evacuated with his mother, his brother and his three 

older sisters to Chiddingfold in Surrey.   His father was in the Navy and could only visit when 

he was on leave.  The family remained there until the end of the war. George always liked 

that link with the Surrey countryside and made little pilgrimages back to Chiddingfold over 

the years.   One trip he liked to remember was made with his three sisters and other family 

members that included a picnic in the drizzle by the village pond. 

 

 In 1946 the family moved into number 8 Schubert Road in East Putney, and from then on 

that was the family home.   The bomb sites around Wandsworth became a joyous and 

dangerous playground for George and his pals. 

 



 

 George’s father died very young, aged only 49, and shortly after that George left 

Wandsworth Grammar School and began his 33 years long employment at the bank, broken 

only by National Service.  George’s hopes for travel and adventure with the Air Force were 

thwarted, and he spent his time in the RAF in Suffolk. 

 

 He and Barbara were married at the Congregational Church in New Malden in 1963.   

Barbara had been a Sunday School teacher there since the age of 14, and a woman 

watching the wedding over the church wall was heard to say “Can you believe it’s raining?   

And her a Sunday School teacher!”. 

 

 Married life began in a flat in Teddington above a toy shop.   The toy shop had a model 

railway in the window, which leapt into action when a child inserted a penny.   Many a 

Sunday morning George was roused from slumber by an indignant child who didn’t realise 

the railway didn’t function on Sundays and demanded the return of their penny. 

 

 When Barbara gave up work when she was expecting Fenner, her then boss, one of the 

Bank of West Africa’s oldest customers, gave her a leaving present of £300 which was 

enough for a ten percent deposit on their first house in New Malden.   Those were the days. 

 

 At that time betting shops had become legal, and George was tempted to give up banking 

and try his luck as a bookie.  In the nick of time he took an examination to join the Bank’s 

very first computer department and there he stayed for the rest of his working life. 

 

 Not always in London.   He spent time in Italy and Africa in the 70s and 80s, and the family 

spent three very happy years in Hong Kong, where they made many friends who are here 

today. 

 

 George parted company with the Bank in 1988, and found himself a pensioner at the ripe old 

age of fifty.   Various freelance jobs with the Bank followed, and then voluntary work with the 

National Trust, issuing firearms licences for the south east of England.   He also worked two 

days a week as a classroom assistant at King Athelstan School in Kingston. 

 

 George also put in many hours as a support to Barbara, becoming a dab hand at ironing as 

she studied for the ministry at Oxford, and later when she became the minister at Tolworth 

United Reformed Church. Barbara called him her “secret weapon”, always ready to step up 

and help at the drop of a hat. 

 

 When Barbara retired as Minister at Tolworth in 2008 they moved for two months to the Lake 

District near where Fenner lives, to test the water about moving north themselves.  But the 

lure of Worcester Park was too strong.   They then joined this church at Ewell where 

Barbara continued preaching and George became a reluctant but competent church 

treasurer. 

 

 Through all these years there was the continuing thread of George and Barbara’s happy 



 

  marriage, and their joy and pride in their two sons.   Later came the grandchildren, each one 

of them a source of wonder and delight right up to the present time. 

 

 George’s hobbies evolved over the years.  Playing football in his youth, squash for many 

years, and then ten pin bowling and Hook Singers choir, up until the Christmas just gone.   

And he loved his vegetable gardening, his plot as he called it, often sharing its produce with 

church members here.  

 

 And no one could forget his lifelong passion for Fulham Football.  Sometimes elated, often 

depressed, but always willing to offer advice from the stands or latterly to the telly. 

 

 As the number of us here today indicates, George had the gift of forming lifelong friendships.  

Friendships across many decades, across many countries and across many locations closer 

to home, like the Union Jack Club, the Spice Trader, the Watchman in New Malden, and at 

home in Worcester Park. 

 

 And George also enjoyed the many holidays he and Barbara took on their own, where he 

would read voraciously, and enjoy the sunshine and the local beers. 

 

George was a lucky man.   But not just lucky.   He worked hard to support his family.   He 

worked hard to maintain friendships made through all his adult life, and he worked hard to 

serve God in the United Reformed Churches in New Malden, Tolworth and here at Ewell. 

 

 We’ve come today to celebrate the long and happy life of a man blessed in so many ways, 

but also a man who was a blessing to each of us gathered here today. 

 

 

 

From Barbara Smith 

 
Together with many of us, I have welcomed the changes in our weather, together with the 
sight of spring flowers in gardens, especially the joyful sight of a magnolia tree in a garden 
near my house 
 
Longer daylight hours raise our sprits, bring joy to our hearts and remind us that new life is 
coming into our lives.  It has been like the light at the end of a long  tunnel, a shining beacon 
of hope for us all. 
 
There is much to look forward to, new people to meet, new friendships to make - let us all 
grasp this opportunity with both hands. 

Barbara 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Roger Fenn’s April Quiz 

 
Easter falls very late this year which gives us ample time to solve this month’s quiz. 
 
1. In the hymn, “All glory laud and honour”, how is Christ described in verse 1?  

 

2. How did the Hebrew people greet Jesus on his entry in to Jerusalem?. 
 
3. Iin the hymn ,”Ride on in majesty”, what were the crowd shouting? 
 
4. In what kind of throne was God the Father seated? 
 
5. In Isaac Watts’ hymn, “When I survey”, what title does he give to Jesus  on the cross? 

 

6. What should our response be? 

 

7. In Graham Hendrick’s hymn, “Led like a lamb to the slaughter”, how did Mary 
 Magdalen recognise the Risen Christ? 

 

8. Where did the risen Christ begin his reign of justice and joy? 
 
9. In the hymn, “Thine be the glory”, who rolled the stone away from the tomb? 
 
10. How does the risen Christ greet us? 

 

 

Pontius Pilate 

 
No doubt I should have freed him, 
I could see he’d done no crime. 
He’d only stirred the priests up – 

They’d get over it in time. 
 

But I let the crowds persuade me, 
I took the easy way. 

I bowed before their passion 
To make this Jesus pay. 

 
I never saw a better man, 

So clearly good and brave. 
I should have listened to him, 
But I sent him to his grave. 

 
I felt he understood me, 

Could see through the pomp and pride; 
That he knew me for a coward, 

And because of me he died. 
 

So I called for cleansing water, 
And denied it was through me 

That a man so good and blameless 
Would be nailed to Calvary’s tree. 

From Barbara Pearson 



 

 

Tales from our campground: rapid response or sustainment 

 

 
Our wardens sent us a message this week asking when they will be 
seeing us. We haven’t been much focused on camping recently but 
the message prompted us to start checking kit last seen in October. 
Camp kit is meant to do two things: 1) keep you warm, dry, watered 
and generally able to manage the activities you want to do for as 
long as you are out and 2) support you through an emergency (at 
least until it divides this into ‘Rapid response’ and ‘Sustainment.’ 
That immediately made me think of my prayer which is often more of 
the rapid response variety rather than sustaining daily activities. 
Anyway, rapid response items are the things immediately to hand to 
deal with a problem. For example, a drink of water may be the first step to deal with 
dehydration but if you are relying on filling a cup from a river then it is going to be a while 
before you end up with a drink.  
 
First find your water source. Then treat the water to make it potable. If you can only treat 
water by boiling it that means you have to find a heat source. And if you don’t have a camp 
stove with you that means making a fire.  
 
You see the chain reaction involved here? The situation needing a response may not wait for 
you to go through your usual process. The solution in this case? Always make sure you have 
a bottle of drinkable water. It sounds obvious but so often we don’t have our water bottles to 
hand at camp and late in the day realise we’ve not had enough to drink.  
Sustainment items are the things you use if there isn’t a problem. For example, our fire-
lighting system works for us in most conditions and experience has finally taught us to light 
the fire early. But it’s not a quick solution if you are already cold and your feet are wet. A 
more rapid response is to use instant handwarmers and a change of socks and then light the 
fire.   
 
Adapting your routines to the circumstances sounds common sense but camp habits are 
sometimes hard to break. I wonder if prayer habits are equally as difficult to rethink? 

 
Heather Lodge 

 
 

 
I need more contributions from both Tolworth and Ewell. At 
present I have (and am grateful for) the four regular 
contributors. 
 
Please let me have material for the May edition by 24th April

 

 



 

Roger’s April Quiz - Answers 

 1. Redeemer / King.    R&S 208 v 1 
   
 2.  With palms.     R&S 208 v 2 
 
 3. “Hosannah”.     R&S 209 v 1   
  
 4. Sapphire.     R&S 209 v 3 
 
 5. “Prince of Glory”.    R&S 217 v 1 
 
 6. Give Him our life, our soul, our all. R&S 217 v 5 

 

 7. He called her by her name.  R&S 241 v 2 

 

 8. “At the right hand of the father.  R&S 241 v 3 

 

 9. Angels in bright raiment.   R&S 247 v 1 

 

 10. Lovingly.     R&S 247 v 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monument to “The explorers”, Lisbon 



 

Sunday Worship at Tolworth 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 

 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 
 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      
  
     
         Serving Elders           Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly, 
                Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    
         Management             Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 

Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 
 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs B Kelly       
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones       
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

  Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  
 

 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 
 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    
 
 Treasurer   
 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 
 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 
 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 
 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 
 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 
 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 
 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 
 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 
 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 
 Finance & Property  Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook 
 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 


