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From our Minister

February 2025

Dear all,
| have a wonderful experience of discovery for this months letter.

You may know the astonishing story of the birth of our son Ashley. | have recounted the
anecdote in a few sermons and newsletters over the years as well as down the pub.

Gillian was pregnant with the due date being in May. It was now March and we were, with
church friends at our home in a bible study. Suddenly Gillian left the room and returned a
while later to say she needed to get to the hospital. Something had stirred inside her. We
rushed to St Georges Hospital Tooting where Gillian was then taken by ambulance, flashing
lights and all to the Royal Hospital London. Ashley was born very prematurely but well. Not
sure if we were angry with NHS for not having a Special Care Baby Unit bed at St Georges
or grateful to them acting so swiftly to find one in east London!

But of course, it was wonderful that it all happened at a bible study because there were
friends ready over that night to take care of our other baby Sarah who was fast asleep.

The even more amazing thing, or as | tell the story, was that the theme of the bible study
was “The Visitation,” the time the pregnant Mary visited her cousin the pregnant Elizabeth.
We were reading, “when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leapt in her womb” Luke
1;41.

| say “as | tell the story,” because | have wondered whether | have distorted the facts for
dramatic effect over the years. After all, why would we be studying the birth of Jesus and the
Christmas stories in March? As an honest storyteller | usually qualified my account.

So, to the moment of discovery. It is in March that the Church celebrates the Feast of the
Annunciation. The Angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she is with child. This was the
theme of the bible study. In good conscience | can claim we were discussing the occasion
Mary visited Elizabeth without qualification necessary. The tale had been correct in every
detail all along.

| had usually narrated the story following the reading of Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3.
Not only does Jesus speak of new birth and being born again but we hear Jesus words
concerning the Holy Spirit, “the wind blows where it chooses” John3:8 God Spirit is like all
new births, you never know where and when they move among us.

But for this month let us reflect a little on The Annunciation.

The circumstances around Ashley’s birth were scary, worrying and then increasing in joy and
hope as his heath improved. We were anxious about the immediate dangers. But as with all
new births, we had said “YES” to Ashley and all his life was to bring for us.

The Annunciation is Gods “YES” to each of us and to Gods whole creation. The
incarnation. God coming among us in ALL that is human. In the worries and fears, the
dangers and sorrows and the joys and the hopes. God’s “YES” is for all that our lives are for



God. God favoured a young, peasant women in an unknown town to announce and to
complete Gods own desires.

And Mary? Us? When the Angel Gabriel visited Mary, to ask her to carry and care for Gods
own self in the world, the whole of heaven must have been waiting in eager anticipation for
her answer. Would her age make her too nervous? Would her fear make her run? Would her
status in life make her feel unworthy?

Mary answered with an unqualified “YES” to God. “Let it be with me according to your word”
Luke 1:38.

May it be so for us. May we respond to God and all God throws at us with, “Let it be!”

God bless
Roger

George Pearson

It is with deep sadness that we inform you of the passing of George Pearson, who died on
30" January. Folk from both our churches will feel a great sense of loss as we remember
well his humour and humility. George has been a rock for both our communities, recently as
elder and treasurer at Ewell. Mostly, we hold in our prayers Barbara, their two sons Warren
and Fenner and all the grandchildren. May they continue to know God’s comfort and peace.

His funeral will be held at Kingston Crematorium for immediate family and then there will be
a service of Thanksgiving for George’s life on

Tuesday 11" March at 3.00pm at London Road Ewell,

odo ooo

Just a note to thank everyone for your kind
cards and messages of sympathy on my
mother’s death. Your support is appreciated
so much.

Vera Lodge 31/5/1929 - 6/2/2025




Tolworth Family Circle

Sadly we have a lot of illness among our congregation at present. Brenda Kelly is in hospital
after a fall at home when she broke her hip. Lesley Menneer is still in The Priory Care Home
in Ewell. Roger Fenn had 2 falls at home and has hurt his lower back and is in a lot of pain.
He now has carers coming in to help him. Dave Bennett is awaiting a knee operation and
Barbara Smith is slowly recovering after having been unable to attend Church for quite some
time. She and Gary have both been unwell but we hope things are now improving for them.
Charmaine is now in the Surbitonia Gardens Care Home after a long spell in hospital. May
all these friends soon find improvement and be able to be back among us all soon. We miss
them all.

We were all saddened and shocked to learn of the death of George Pearson. He was a good
friend to us all and we will miss him greatly. We offer our love and sympathy to Barbara and
all their family.

We also extend our sympathy to Heather Lodge on the death of her Mother. Although we did
not know her, we felt we did as we knew her from Heather who was a very loyal and loving
daughter, visiting her as often as she could. May God be with all these friends and give them
comfort.

Moira

Diary March 2025
Sunday 2"d  10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Sue Shaw
Monday 3rd 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 5"  10.00am Playtime
3.00pm Ash Wednesday service at London Road, Ewell, URC

Sunday gth 10.30am Morning communion led our Minister
Monday 10t 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 12" 10.00am Playtime
Sunday 16" 10.30am Morning Worship led by Mrs Katrina Clifford followed by
Church meeting
6.30pm Evergreen service
Monday 17t 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 19" 10.00am Playtime

Thursday 20" 3.30pm Messy Church



Sunday 239 10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister
Monday 24" 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 26" 10.00am  Playtime

Sunday 30t Mothering Sunday
10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev Graham Cockling

Monday 318t 5.30pm Pilots
April 2025

Sunday th 10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Heather Lodge

March 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell

Sunday 2" 10.30 am  Morning Worship with Holy Communion
conducted by Revd. Roger Jones

Monday 3 10 am Elders” Meeting

12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Tuesday 4t 12.30 Soup Lunch at the church. All welcome,
names to Anne and Dennis Sexton

Wednesday 5t 3 pm Joint pastorate Ash Wednesday service at Ewell
Church

Sunday 9t 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by
Dr. Nick Mayhew-Smith

Tuesday 11th 3 pm Thanksgiving Service for the life of
George Pearson

Sunday 16t 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd
Roger Jones

Monday 17t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Sunday 23 10.30 am  Morning Worship conducted by Revd
Carol Clack

Thursday 27t 2-3pm Friendship Hour, all welcome

Sunday 30t 10.30 am  Morning Worship led by Revd Lesley Charlton



From Brenda Kelly

Instead of notes from my garden it's from seventh floor at Kingston hospital. They are all
very kind and look after all my needs hand and foot and all the bits in between! BUT the
most interesting is the view from my window - Richmond park one way and Kingston the
other. Plus every thirty seconds a plane lands at Heathrow | just wish | was on one taking off.
| am ok but have no idea what the future holds but don’t take life for granted just make the
most of it. | miss you all and hope to see you soon Friends are really really important

Love to all
Brenda

Minutes of Church Meeting, Tolworth URC

12 January 2025

Matters arising from Minutes of last meeting on 24" November 2024

Energy Audit:
e No progress since last meeting as the Management Group is still to convene to
cost and prioritise the suggestions.

Christmas:
e Thanks were recorded to all who had decorated the Church so beautifully and had
taken part in the services.

Raeburn stage:
e Roger and Moira would be meeting with Kids United about relocating the storage
of equipment to free up the stage.

Lighting
e Photos of the new LED lighting at Ewell along with an alternative for comparison
were shown to help inform the choice of lighting for Tolworth.
e The options would be for strip lights or pendants or a combination with a decision
needed on whether to make a feature of the lighting or keep it discreet.
e Church Meeting agreed that it would be important to ensure the solution enabled
better control over dimming and brightness of the lighting.

Action:
e The Management Committee will discuss the lighting further.

Finance

e As aresult of retiring collections over Christmas:
o £125 (including donations) has been sent to My Time.
o £287.85 has been sent to Christian Aid, £107.85 from the Tree lighting service

and Carol service and £110 from the Christmas Day service.

¢ A maintenance grant of £2000 has been received from Synod to cover repairs in the
Church Premises..

e A grant of £6000 has been received from Synod to support the employment of the
Youth Worker at Tolworth for a further two years.

Guttering



e Guttering on the Raeburn side of the Church is leaking. A quote of £1900 has been
received to replace it with black plastic guttering but advice has been received to
investigate repairing the breaks that would mean the guttering could be retained in
keeping with the building.

e There is water ingress in the Sanctuary which may be part of the same guttering leak.

Action:
e Management Committee to obtain a quote for repairs up to a maximum of £2500.
e Management Committee to look at the leak in the Sanctuary.

Church chairs
o Church Meeting agreed that 28 chairs currently stacked in the side aisles are surplus
to requirements. Chairs from the Elgar Hall can be moved into the Sanctuary if
additional seating is needed.
e The spare chairs were offered to St Andrew’s Balham but no response was received.

Action:
e lan to investigate disposal of 28 chairs.

Family news
e Prayers were said for those sick or injured, waiting for or undergoing treatment, and
those who are housebound.
e There will be a wedding at Tolworth on 28 February 2025.

AOB

Church decoration
e Having seen the impressive redecoration at Ewell, Church Meeting agreed that the
Sanctuary at Tolworth would benefit from painting. This would be good to do at the
same time as the new lighting and secondary glazing for the windows.
e The Raeburn kitchen ceiling needs some repair.

Action:
e Management Committee to obtain a quote for painting and decoration.

Members’ Directory
Action:
e lan to look at updating the Directory of Members and Friends as the current version is
a few years’ old now.

Church garden
e As noted at the last Church Meeting, the garden needs weeding. This requires
volunteers as the gardener cannot put down weedkiller.

Communion arrangements with Junior Church
Action:
o Roger will meet with the Junior Church leaders to discuss options for how the children
attend communion, with the suggestion that they stay in Church for the remainder of
the service rather than return to Sunday School.

Date of next meeting: Sunday 16 March at 11:45am



Roger Fenn’s March Quiz

We return to the book of Psalms for our March quiz and look at Psalm 8 — an evening hymn
dating back to 500 BC

1. In the first verse, how does the Psalmist describe God’s name?
2. Where did the Psalmist find God’s glory?.

3. in verse 2, who praises God?

4. What effect will this have on God’s enemies?

5. Which heavenly bodies fikk the Psalmist with awe?

6. What place does mankind have in God’s creation
7. List the creatures under the care of mankind.
8. Having read the Psalm , how would you describe it?

From Barbara Smith

| recently attended an Elders training Day, together with Dave Bennett and two Elders from
Ewell URC. This was held at Trinity, Wimbledon URC which is a magnificent
Victorian church, with the dimensions and grandeur you would expect from a building this
age

Whilst the purpose of the meeting was to understand what Eldership means within our
church it was also a chance to chat with others from churches across the Synod. A chance
to hear how other people are doing and to discuss the differences in our congregations.

We shared our ideas of the qualities that we need, with people contributing their own views,
expressed in their own words. One thing | came away with was the realisation that | have a
lot to learn, my journey as an Elder is still in its infancy, I'm learning more as | go along but |
have still more to achieve and | hope that the guidance | received will allow me to fulfill my
role fully.

Barbara

Please let me have material for the April edition by
19t March

| need more contributions from both Tolworth and Ewell. At
present | have (and am grateful for) the four regular
contributors.



Ash Wednesday

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,
The end of a story, the end of a life.
The soul has moved on to a world we can't know,
A cord has been cut by death’s merciful knife.

Ash Wednesday reminds us of just such a time,
Remember Good Friday, a cross on a hill,
When Jesus was taken and hung on a tree,
With trust in his Father, and loving God still.

We take the palm crosses, two meanings to share,
The triumphal entry, the death on the cross.
We burn them — a symbol of death and deep mourning,
We ponder the ashes, the meaning of loss.

We mark on each other the sign of Christ’s cross,
A darkness descends for the six weeks of Lent,
But some far horizon is lit up by hope —

“He is risen!” — a promise, a foretaste is sent.

Barbara Pearson

Roger’s March Quiz - Answers

Majestic v 1 5. Moon and stars v 3

Above the heavens v 2 6. Arulerv 6

Children and infants v 2 7. Flocks, herds, beasts, birds, fish v 7&8
It will silence them v 2 8. Psalm of Praise — creation Psalm

A final thought!

You're writing a gospel each day of your life
Be sure that your gospel is true
For the only gospel some people will read

Is the gospel according to you.



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3'd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister Revd Roger Jones 0208 393 4270
rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Treasurer Mr G Stock
Serving Elders Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly,

Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock,
Mrs K Woolard,

Management Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Committee Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker Mrs J. Marsh 8399 3926
Flower Secretary Mrs B Kelly

Halls Letting Officer Mr S. Heath

Junior Church Mrs B Kelly
Magazine Editor Mr | Fleming
Magazine Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Organist --

Pilots Mrs G Jones
Playtime Mrs M Fleming
Youth Worker Miss Carys Kelly
Rainbows Ms Kirsten Cook
Brownies Ms Michelle Nicholls

Guides Mrs J Pelham


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Minister
Secretary
Treasurer

Serving Elders

Revd Roger Jones

Morning Worship at 10.30

020 8393 4270

Mrs Pamela Galliers

Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping
Flower rota

Lettings

Organist
Safeguarding
Deputy safeguarding
Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property
Synod Rep.

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P. Galliers

Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Vacant

Mr. D. Mugridge

Nobuko Tsuyuki

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook
Miss Rosemary Holmes



