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From our Minister 

 

              
Dear friends         June 2025 

 
 
 
We have just returned from a holiday in Cyprus.  You will remember that I was there to play 
football. This letter is not about that, most will be pleased to know.  In a previous letter, I had 
mentioned that Gillian and I had visited some of the painted churches in the Trodoos region.  
Lovely.  For some reason we had completely missed a wonderful working monastery in 
Kykkos. 
 
Not one of the painted churches of Troodos, Kykkos Monastery is one of 
Cyprus’s wealthiest and most lavish monasteries founded in 11th - 12th 
century.  It has a commanding presence in the area, and on entering 
through the archway there seems to be three or four floors, but it is hard to 
tell.  The chapel is at the bottom of two flights and there is a museum on 
the top floor.  The remainder of this impressive building is “open plan” and 
made up of courtyards, passages and walkways.  What is most striking about Kykkos 
Monastery is that all the walls are covered in brightly coloured frescos and paintings of 
biblical stories.  The characters and stories leapt out from the walls at you and sparks 
imagination and reflection.   
 
It seemed to us that stories were not in any particular order. Here was 

quite a mish mash of New Testament life of Christ depictions, parables 
and healings of Jesus, alongside Hebrew scripture accounts of Moses 
and Abraham as well as Peter and Paul’s journeys including voyages 
and arrests and Paul’s conversion. All very  spectacular but we could 
not see any guiding principle to their placements around the 

courtyards.  So, Gillian and I had a lovely afternoon trying to “guess the bible story.”  She 
said this was preferable to watching football! Indeed, she has often said watching paint dry is 
preferable to watching my footy! 
 
But seeing all these stories displayed in this way reminds me again of how our faith is a story 
based faith.  From the early Hebrew people passing on stories of faith to children, to Jesus’ 
parables and resurrection appearances to early church memorising the stories for telling in 
worship and eventually writing down for us to read. 
 
Stories we know are good.  They help children and adults make sense of the world, face 
fears and bring comfort and joy.  We watch stories on television, listen to them on the radio 
and get engrossed in books.  For people of faith, they are important because we are all part 
of God’s eternal story and we all have our own story to tell. 
 
Kykkos Monastery also had its own story. An aesthetic monk, known as Isaiah,  in the 

Trodoos area had taken a vow of silence.  A passing Governor of Cyprus 
asked him for directions and when the monk did not respond the dignitary 
attacked him.  On his return home to Constantinople the dignitary was so 
overcome with guilt he sought God’s forgiveness. During a  subsequent 
illness he was visited in a vision  and told to return and bring to Trodoos an 

icon of the Virgin Mary which had been painted by the gospel writer Luke. 
 



How on earth, this governor persuaded the emperor in Constantinople to part with such a 
treasure is unknown.  But that icon now remains in the chapel we visited in Kykkos.  It is held 
safely behind a golden decorated plate and so cannot be seen. But throughout our visit 
many people came and prayed and touched the icon casing.  
 
I wonder now about our stories and the story of our churches, particularly as we are 
celebrating anniversaries for both churches this month.  In Epsom, we have the very early 
worshiping congregation, I think just before the Toleration act of 1689! In Ewell we have the 
beautiful brave story of Mary Wallace. In Tolworth there is the corrugated housing of the early 
Kingston worshippers.  But you all have more stories about our worshipping communities. 
 
So, may your own stories and walks of faith encourage and comfort you still as you are 
reminded that you are all part of Gods eternal story.  But also, you may have other stories of 
our churches from the past you would like to share.  These are all part of God’s story too. I 
am sure Ian would be glad to hear of any stories you have and have been meaningful for 
you about these churches that he could include in future editions of Concord.  
 
I think we would all like to hear your story and its place in the greatest story ever told! 
 

God bless 
 
Roger 
 

Tolworth Family Circle 
 
It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of our dear friend, Eunice Crowl on 

30th April. Eunice has served our church well for many years but in recent times, her mobility 
became more difficult and latterly, her son Peter pushed her to church in her wheelchair 
each week. She was a friend to everyone, always cheerful and smiling and Peter is to be 
commended for his care for her. 
 
Eunice had been an Elder, a Sunday School teacher, a speaker at various meetings and 
often led  evening worship for us. She was involved in most Church organisations. We shall 
all miss her and we offer our condolences to Peter, Jackie and the family. Eunice’s funeral 
will be held on Thursday 5th June at 10.20am at Kingston Crematorium for committal and 
afterwards at 11.30am for a thanksgiving service at the Church. 
 
David Bennett is due to have surgery on his knee on 7th June. We wish him well and hope it 
brings some relief from the pain he has been suffering. Roger Fenn is managing quite well at 
home with carers and help from the various aids installed by social services. He regularly 
asks after all the congregation and likes to keep in touch.      
 

Moira 

 

Church Anniversary 
 
We shall be celebrating our anniversary on Sunday 8th June with a communion service 
followed by a Bring and share lunch in the Elgar hall. If you wish to come to the lunch, 
please let Gillian or Mary Wardle know what food you intend to bring. 
 



Elders’ Election 

 
As a result of the recent election of elders, Alvin Chan and Gillian Jones have been invited to 
join the eldership and we are very happy to announce that both have agreed. We are also 
pleased to welcome Heather Lodge back to the eldership after a period of absence. Alvin will 
be ordained and inducted and Gillian will be inducted on Sunday 8th June at our anniversary 
service. We give thanks to God and look forward to working together with them. 
 

            Moira
    

 

June 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell 
 
 

Sunday 1st  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Revd Roger 
     Jones, including Holy Communion, followed 
     The Church Meeting 
 
Monday 2nd  10 am  Working party to prepare for redecoration of the  
     vestries 
 
   12.30 for 1 Bible Study group, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 
 
Sunday 8th  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Revd Carol Clack 
 
Tuesday 10th  12.30  Church lunch club at “The Adelaide”, names to  
     Anne and Dennis Sexton 
 
Sunday 15th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger  
     Jones, celebrating the Church Anniversary,  
     followed by a “bring and share” lunch. 
 
Monday 16th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study group, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 
 
Thursday 19th 2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, all friends welcome. 
 
Sunday 22nd  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Revd Barbara 
     Pearson 
 
Sunday 29th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd David  
     Skitt 
 
Monday 30th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study group, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 2025 Diary for Tolworth 

 

Sunday 1st    10.30am Morning Worship led by Mr Nick Mayhew-Smith 

 

Monday 2nd      5.30pm Pilots 

 

 

Wednesday 4th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday  8th    10.30am Church Anniversary 

     Communion and ordination and induction of elders led by 

     our Minister and followed by a bring and share lunch 

 

Monday 9th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 11th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday  15th    10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Barbara Pearson  

   6.30pm Evergreen service 

  

Monday 16th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 18th     10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday  19th 3.30pm Messy Church 

 

Sunday 22nd    10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister 

   12.00pm Elder’s meeting   

    

Monday 23rd      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 25th     10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday 29th     10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister 

 

Monday 30th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

July 

 

Sunday 6th      10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Sue Shaw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June family news from London Road, Ewell 
 
Friends from Tolworth church would be very welcome to come and join our fortnightly Bible 
Study group.   We are working our way through Old Testament history, and have found much 
to discuss, and much that is relevant to our own times and lives.   
 
We will be having a “bring and share” lunch after our anniversary service on 15th June, and 
attendees should speak to Pamela, who will coordinate donations for this. 
 
We will be busy this month, clearing out the choir vestry and Minister’s vestry in anticipation 
of their refurbishment this summer.        

     
Barbara 

 
 

From Brenda Kelly 
 
Sitting here today it’s a bit like David and Goliath. There are so many birds in my garden.The 
pigeons are huge (well fed)  but as they strut round, the small birds are totally oblivious of 
these giant birds.  I am very fortunate as I have so many different birds -  sparrows, 
blackbirds, wrens, thrush, magpies, one lonely robin and last week I was very honoured to 
see a jay. The parakeets do not seem to like my garden, one appeared once and obviously 
did not like my  garden and has not returned.The birds make a great deal of noise, which 
actually is lovely,  but the lovely thing is seeing the tiny birds being fed by their mothers. 
 
The pigeons pick up the food dropped from the bird feeder, which is filled  up each day. The 
robin comes up to the back door and today because of some welcome rain all the birds are 
looking for worms.  They are all certainly fascinating and I feel very privileged that they come 
to my garden and keep me entertained.  
 
It just goes to show that we can all get on well together just like the birds.  Perhaps we 
should all take a lesson from them! . 
 

Lots of love            Brenda  
 

 

From Barbara Smith 

 
I have begun to realise what being able to see the outside world but not get to experience 
must feel like.  Apart from my mobility issues I’ve recently had both a plumber and builders 
doing work in my house. 
 
At one point I could see the world outside but not access it - I’ve had a new two step access 
added to my house, with a rail.  The first day I stood at my door and looked at the drop - 
whilst the first step dried put.   Next day they finished the second step but - ‘please don’t use’ 
yet. 
 
Staring at freedom made me realise how much we take our ability to go out and about for 
granted.  I can’t imagine what it was like for early Christians who were imprisoned for their 
faith, locked  in a cell, looking through bars at the outside world. 
 



Barbara 
Tales from our campground 30: Manna 

 

One of my favourite childhood memories is being allowed to take breakfast out into the 
garden on a hot summer morning during school holidays. We’d make banana and honey 
sandwiches, fill a flask with tea and cart everything out with our orange plastic picnic set and 
car blanket to sit on the lawn. We thought it the height of decadence.  
The memory came back on the first day of our 
first camp of 2025. Unexpectedly glorious 
weather found us making breakfast with 
absolutely no mud in sight and basking in the 
sunshine instead of hiding under the tarp 
because of yet more rain. It was a perfect 
morning. The water boiled more quickly than 
usual, toast was made more easily and 
breakfast sort of merged into lunch as we 
revelled in the warmth under clear blue skies. 
Our regular robin joined us, singing for crumbs from his tree. Scores of midges also arrived 
but we’ll gloss, or should that be scratch, over our countless bites. They feasted well.  
Spreading honey on my toast, I wondered if this was how the Israelites felt on the very first 
morning they gathered manna in the wilderness. Exodus doesn’t tell us but they can’t 
possibly have enjoyed such a sweet experience as much as we did in an idyllic week. 
 

Heather Lodge 

 

 

 

Roger Fenn’s June Quiz 
 

Exodus 

 

Please find the names of those People in the early part of the 
Book of Exodus. 
 
 1.  ARMNA     6. PHIZROPA 
 
 2. CHEBDEJO     7. THORJE 
 
 3. ROANA     8. MOSHREG 
 
 4. AMMIRI     9. ALE ROZE 
 
 5. SOMES     10. ASHJOU 

 
 
 
 
 



 
What Happened at Pentecost? 

 

You ask me what it felt like, 

The day the Spirit came? 

Well, I can only answer you 

In terms of wind and flame. 

 

How else can I explain it, 

In words that help you see? 

It’s nothing that I’ve felt before, 

It changed the world for me. 

 

Just sitting in that upper room, 

Our thoughts began to roam, 

Our life with Jesus over, 

We talked of going home. 

 

And then it’s present with us, 

I can’t describe its form, 

Like wind that shook and moved us, 

Like flame so bright and warm. 

 

Its energy flowed through us, 

We’re confident and strong, 

Our hearts are filled with gladness, 

Our mouths are filled with song. 

 

It’s just as Jesus promised, 

The Holy Spirit’s true, 

The Helper, Friend and Comforter, 

Has come today, for YOU! 

Barbara Pearson 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Roger’s June Quiz - Answers 

   1. AMRAN Moses’ father Ch 6 v 20  
 
   2. JOCHEBED Moses’ Mother Ch 6 v 20 
  
   3. AARON Moses’ brother Ch 6 v 26 
 
   4.  MIRIAM Moses’ Sister Ch 15 v 20 
 
   5. MOSES    Ch 12 v 10 

  
   6.  ZIPPORAH Moses’ Wife   Ch 2 v 21 
 
   7. JETHRO Priest of Midian Ch 3 v 1 
 
   8. GERSHOM Moses’ Son  Ch 2 v 22 
 
   9. ELEAZOR Aaron’s son  Ch 6 v 25 
 
   10. JOSHUA Moses’ Successor CH 33 v 11 

 
 
 

 

Finally 

 
A Chinese doctor moved to the U.S., but couldn’t land a job at a hospital. So, he decided to open 

his own little clinic and hung a sign outside that read: “Get treatment for $20 — If not cured, 
get $100 back!”  
 
One day, an American lawyer saw the sign and thought, “Easy money!” So he walked in. 
Lawyer: “Doc, I’ve lost my sense of taste.” Doctor: “Nurse, bring medicine from box No. 22. 
Put three drops in the patient’s mouth.” Lawyer: “Ugh! That’s kerosene!” Doctor: “Congrats, 
your taste is back! That’ll be $20.”  
 
Annoyed but not giving up, the lawyer returned a few days later. Lawyer: “I’ve lost my 
memory. I can’t remember a thing.” Doctor: “Nurse, bring medicine from box No. 22 and put 
three drops in his mouth.” Lawyer: “Hey — that’s kerosene! You gave me this last time!” 
Doctor: “Congrats, your memory’s back! That’ll be $20.”  
 
Now fuming, the lawyer came back one last time, determined to win the $100. Lawyer: “Doc, 
my eyesight is so bad — I can’t see a thing!” Doctor: “I’m sorry, I don’t have any medicine for 
that. Here’s your $100.” The doctor handed him a $20 bill. Lawyer (squinting): “Hey, wait! 
This is only $20, not $100!” Doctor: “Congrats, your eyesight’s restored! That’ll be $20. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Sunday Worship at Tolworth 

 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 

 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 
 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      
  
     
         Serving Elders           Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly, 
                Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    
         Management             Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 

Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 
 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs B Kelly       
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming      

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones   
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

  Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 
 

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  
 

 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 
 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    
 
 Treasurer   
 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 
 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 
 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 
 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 
 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 
 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 
 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 
 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 
 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 
 Finance & Property  Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook 
 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 


