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From our Minister

Dear friends May 2025

Here is a pub quiz question. Where in the UK is there American soil, apart from the
American Embassy? Think on that for a moment.

Our early-year holiday break this year took us to Runnymede. Precisely 810 years ago in
June 1215, the Magna Carta was sealed by King John in the Runnymede meadows. That
great “Charter of Freedoms” is the foundation of the legal system in United Kingdom.

King John was not in that field “signing” because he thought it was for the greater good of
the country or because he wanted to create a freedom for the people. He was hugely
unpopular thanks to a feud with the church, a reputation for cruelty, and a costly war with
France that led him to raising taxes. It was the barons and landowners, trying to curb King
John’s cruelty who, when they took control of London left him no choice but to negotiate to
avoid a civil war. And so, he signed, or more accurately put his seal to, the document that
included 63 clauses, to protect the church, prevent arbitrary raising of taxes and enshrined
the right of “free men” to justice and fair trial.

As well as standing in the field where that all happened, we found a further commemoration
of the Magna Carta with the the inscription, “To commemorate the Magna Carta, the Symbol
of Freedom Under Law.”

This memorial sat on American soil. It is on the site of the John F Kennedy Memorial and this
acre of land was gifted by the British government to the United States of America in 1965 to
commemorate the life of John F Kennedy following his tragic assassination.

So, the answer to the question, “Where in the UK is there American soil apart from the
American Embassy?” The answer is in the Runnymede meadow where the Maga Carta was
signed!

Unlike King John, President John F Kennedy did genuinely seek greater freedom for his
people. As well as being remembered for his dynamic leadership during the Cuban Missile
crisis and championing the space program he sparked a generation of idealism. He was
known for his focus on civil rights and his efforts to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1963.

Our holiday and these memorial sites got me thinking on freedom. Clearly from 1215 to the
social revolutions of 1960s and to the present day, we have increasingly enjoyed greater
political and social freedoms. The allowance of free speech, numerous marches and
movements attest to this. Surely the journey from 1215 to the present day has been one of
benefit for all in terms of our freedoms.

| guess not everyone delights in these greater freedoms. Other still think there is a long way
to go even in the free West. Furthermore, there are many parts of the world that do not enjoy
the freedoms we do here in UK. So how free are we?

“You are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth and the truth will make you free,” said
Jesus John 8;32

In one sense, Easter has reminded us that we can be free from anger, and selfishness and
jealously and fear. The cross and resurrection has meant that in God’s mercy and



forgiveness these things no longer hold us. Equally, we can be free of disappointments and
regrets of our decisions or even others actions or behaviours towards us because of
forgiveness and mercy. As hard as this sounds and actually is sometimes, the resurrection
reminds us we can begin again with Christ within and God’s mercy surrounding us.

This also means that we can be free to love. There is still more. The freedom of life is a
freedom from a self-centred life, to act not as we perceive others have acted towards us. We
can turn hearts and minds and eyes towards situations around, counting those as more
important that or own. For then we are truly free.

But still there is more. We can see situations around, in the Uk and in the world where hurts
and divisions still exist. Whatever progress has been made since King John was forced to
seal that document in 1215, and President John progressed the civil rights programme in the
1960s, to the multitude of movements today, there are still oppression and slavery, prejudice
and injustice.

We are free to act justly also .

These are all truths, and we are free and we strive for freedom for all. “You are truly my
disciples; and you will know the truth and the truth will make you free,” said Jesus John 8;32

May we know the freedom, God given, in mercy and truth in Jesus Christ and may our
freedoms, God given, and those hard fought personal and politically by others, inspire and
drive to us to greater freedoms for all and in all we do.

God bless
Roger

PS You are all invited to a soup Lunch for VE Day on 11th May at London
Road United Reformed Church Ewell, 12.15pm following morning
worship.

(If interested from Tolworth please let Roger know)

Tolworth Family Circle

Please pray for Eunice Crowl who is in Kingston Hospital with pneumonia. She has shown a
slight improvement this week but her mobility has gone. Pray also for Peter, her son, who
has been a devoted carer for so long. Brenda Kelly is now home. She is improving very
slowly with help from physios and others but still cannot go out unaided. Roger Fenn is able
to get out of his chair a little more easily now but he still has his carers coming in. He always
asks for everyone and misses coming to Church. Lesley Menneer is now in the Priory Care
home permanently. We miss all these friends and pray that God’s Love will sustain them.

Moira



May 2025 Diary for Tolworth
Sunday 4th 10.30am Morning Worship led by Mr Mark Dennis
Wednesday 7" 10.00am Playtime
Sunday 11" 10.30am Morning communion led by Paul & Jenny Hollingum
Monday 12t 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 14" 10.00am Playtime
Thursday 15" 3.30pm Messy Church
Sunday 18t 10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister followed by
Church meeting
6.30pm Evergreen service
Monday 19" 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 21t 10.00am Playtime
Sunday 25" 10.30am Morning worship led by our Ms Sue Shaw

June 2025

Sunday 1st 10.30am Morning Worship led by Mr Nick Mayhew-Smith

May 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell

Sunday 4™ 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion
Conducted by Revd Barbara Pearson

Thursday 8™ 10 am Elders Meeting

Sunday 11t 10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Revd Barbara
Pearson

Monday 12t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Tuesday 13 12.30 Church lunch at The Adelaide, all friends welcome.

Names to Dennis Sexton.

Sunday 18t 10.30 am Morning worship conducted by Dr Nick
Mayhew-Smith

Sunday 25t 10.30 am Morning Worship led by Revd Roger Jones



Thursday 29t 2-3 Friendship Hour, all friends welcome

JUNE
Sunday 1%t 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion
Conducted by Revd Roger Jones
Monday 2" 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara PearsonMonday 12t

May family news from London Road, Ewell

A number of our members are unable to worship with us in person, because of frailty or
distance, but we keep in touch by visits or telephone calls, and they are still seen as faithful
members of the church and valued as such.

We have had the pleasure of welcoming a Portuguese/Brazilian church to use our premises
on Saturday evenings. They worship in English and Portuguese and are keen to make
stronger links with our “Sunday morning congregation”. We look forward to shared events in
the future.

We are pleased to be moving on to the next phase of the refurbishment of other areas of our
church after the success of the work in the sanctuary. We plan to redecorate three rooms in
the next couple of months, and the public areas over the summer.

Barbara

From Brenda Kelly

Today it has been raining, but certainly not much considering it has been very sunny and dry
for quite a long time.

| have been away from home for nearly six weeks after breaking my femur in four places. So
not good, but the treatment | had at Kingston hospital and Molesey rehab was excellent.
The nurses work twelve hour shifts and still manage to smile at the end.

My movement is limited, so | have spent a lot of time watching spring emerging in my
garden. The apple tree was completely bare, but now is full of beautiful blossom. Plus white
lilac is flowering beautifully and the smell is lovely. Everything is happening, although very
green at the moment, hopefully colour with emerge very soon. | can just mange to get into
the garden, but only to fill up the bird feeder.

When | will return to church | have no idea, as | cannot drive anymore, but hopefully | will be
able to catch up with you soon and thank you to all my visitors, they are what keep me going.

Lots of love Brenda
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epsom annual
male gala
voice concert
choir 2025

An evening of
familiar songs and
brand new music
featuring the best of
the male voice
repertoire. This
years musical guests
are Hedley and

LAy ETg [l Saturday

(@, 1178 | 7 May 2025
SE0T0l at 7:30 pm

Musical Director
lan Assersohn

Accompanist

Lynda Chang

Tickets are now
available at £18.00
and £20.00

via our website.
epsommalevoicechoirorguk
or

Scan the QR code

below for access

Book your tickets
before 30 Apnil for a
£2.00 early birds
discount




Tales from our campground 29: Power

On my torch singing “and there was Light.” With Capital Letters. Why it should be a surprise
when my head-torch works | really don’t know but we reenact the beginning of Genesis at
every camp. Creating light in the midst of intense darkness is still a source of wonder.

The trouble is that we need increasing amounts of electricity to keep everything charged. As
well as power for our head torches, we also keep our phones charged for the all-important
weather forecast, taxi calls, photos, bird and plant identification and so on.

Gradually we’ve swapped to recharging things from powerbanks to reduce the huge number
of batteries we were going through. However, our power
usage keeps increasing. Each time we need to replace a
phone or torch it comes with a larger battery. We now find
ourselves needing about 70000mAH per camp during the
summer and nearer 80000mAH (or 625 watts) in the darker
nights of September and October.

We made a start on charging our powerbanks over Easter,
ahead of our first camp in May. However, we discovered that
our largest powerbank, had, quite literally, split its sides over
the winter. How it managed to do this while cushioned in the
rucksack is a mystery, but, somehow, | don’t think my usual , 2
glue-and-duct-tape repair is going to work this time. For off-grid I|V|ng we seem to be rather
dependent on electricity!

Heather Lodge

From Barbara Smith

Usually, I'd be writing to tell everyone about my first visit to Hemsby, Norfolk. About the
signs of new life, lambs in the fields and possibly calves in the sheds near the farm shop we
use. Not this year though as | have yet to visit my ‘holiday home’.

Instead, I've been wandering around my local area, noticing the beauty that New Malden has
to offer, seeing things that perhaps | had chosen ‘not to see’. Our High Street’ is full of trees

in blossom, a riot of pale pink flowers as you you look down the road - perhaps I've been too
busy with my own issues to notice them, who knows.

| have also enjoyed a short stroll in The Isabella Plantation, ducks on the pond and new life
emerging from the green shoots of the plants. | stopped by the heather which is a
magnificent show of colour, the contrast of the vibrant colours against the brown stems was
a sight to behold. To quote Louis Armstrong, “What a wonderful world’.

Barbara
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Fridays 3pm-—4.30pm
Starts 9th May 2025
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drama

Drama group for you

with a bit of time on yvour hands

Fancy coming along to a newly formed drama group |
for seniors? Enjoy the drama experience (again or for
the first time), with the chance to create an informal
showcase for family and friends at the end of the
course. Led by experienced practitioners and with a
coffee/tea break, it's a great way to make new |
friends, increase your confidence, stretch yourself §
and have fun together on a Friday afternoon.

P eer)
Iridays 3pm—4.30pm Cost £50 for € weeks
United Leformed Church London Read. K117 25EE

|

contact Roger 07525410083 or autumndramaewell@yahoo.com

/




Roger Fenn’s May Quiz

Genesis People

Please find 33 people named in the Book of Genesis — all directions
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Roger’s May Quiz - Answers

Abel Abraham Adam Asher Benjamin Cain
Dan Dinah Ephraim Esau Eve Gad
Hagar Ham Isaac Ishmael Japheth Jacob
Joseph Judah Laban Leah Manasseh Noah
Onan Rachel Rebecca Reuben Sarah Shem
Simeon Tamar Tola

THE ASCENSION

What strange lives we lived, us disciples,
With no two days ever the same,
Trudging the roads with our Master,
Hearing great praise and sour blame.

Standing on hilltops in glory,
Then hungry and searching for food,
Hearing his life-changing teaching,
Learning the meaning of “good”.

Then, healing and preaching forgotten,
Atrial and a cross on a hill,
And we are left frightened and hopeless,
An emptiness nothing can fill.

But then like a dream he’s back with us,
He teaches and talks like before,
He promises spiritual comfort,
To guide and enrich ever more.

And now he has gone to the Father,
To the glory he left for our sake,
And we must wait now for his Spirit,
To show us the paths we must take.

Barbara Pearson



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3'd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister Revd Roger Jones 0208 393 4270
rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Secretary Mrs M Fleming

Treasurer Mr G Stock

Serving Elders

Management
Committee

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mrs B Kelly,
Mrs L Menneer, Mrs B Smith, Mr G Stock,

Mrs K Woolard,

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker Mrs J. Marsh 8399 3926
Flower Secretary Mrs B Kelly

Halls Letting Officer Mr S. Heath

Junior Church Mrs B Kelly
Magazine Editor Mr | Fleming
Magazine Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Organist -

Pilots Mrs G Jones
Playtime Mrs M Fleming
Youth Worker Miss Carys Kelly
Rainbows Ms Kirsten Cook
Brownies Ms Michelle Nicholls
Guides Mrs J Pelham


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Minister
Secretary
Treasurer

Serving Elders

Revd Roger Jones

Morning Worship at 10.30

020 8393 4270

Mrs Pamela Galliers

Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping
Flower rota

Lettings

Organist
Safeguarding
Deputy safeguarding
Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property
Synod Rep.

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P. Galliers

Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Vacant

Mr. D. Mugridge

Nobuko Tsuyuki

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook
Miss Rosemary Holmes



