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Dear friends         July 2025 

 
 
What special moment did we commemorate in the Christian church on 6th June 2025? 

No not Pentecost. Nope, not Easter. And no, not even Christmas. It was a church meeting. 

It was on the 6th of June in the year 325 that the first version of the Nicene Creed was 
promulgated by the First Council at Nicaea (present day Iznik in Turkey). The council had 
been called by the tyrant Constantine I, who was very concerned that there be one God, one 
Church, and, of course, one Emperor. 

So, one big church meeting was called. We know what church meetings are like.  If not very 
big ones.  They are a genuine attempt to discern God’s will in our community.  Or an 
opportunity for a good old natter, and some complaining. Arguments and disagreements. I 
wonder if they were happy with the agenda and the colour of the carpets in 325.  

But the bishops did as they were told by the emperor. 

In terms of this council we have been taught that the primarily item was Jesus.  A good start 
one would think. The debate surrounded whether Jesus was God, or God’s Son. Was Jesus 
fully human, like us. If so could God be killed as Jesus and did Jesus actually die. 

After much debate, the answer of course was YES and this was encapsulated in the Nicene 
Creed,  

There would be various editing jobs until the final version by the First Council of 
Constantinople in 381, which is officially called the Niceno-Constantinoplitan Creed, or more 
briefly and popularly, if not quite accurately, the Nicene Creed. (see Rejoice and Sing 
number 760) 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father the only-begotten; that 
is, of the essence of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father. 

By whom all things were made both in heaven and on earth; 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man; 

He suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

“With this first meeting in 325 a normative Christianity was established and the version of the 
creed which would be imposed upon the church, what until then was a pretty wild crowd. 
Sadly, including some of the most interesting among the followers of Jesus”. 

Thanks to a recent conference I attended, and a session led by Revd Susan Durber, there 
was more going on at that initial church meeting in 325. 



Far from being a deep, intellectual, theological and dry debate tying to write a “document by 
committee”, always unhelpful, this meeting could be said to be more like…well one of our 
own church meetings. 

This council was made up of a variety of diverse groups of people of varying ages. Culturally 
they were from all over North Africa, the Middle East and other parts of Asia and Europe. 
Some were highly educated and others barely literate.  Some cared for a small number of 
Christians from backwater towns and others from cities and large churches.  The leaders 
attending would have included full time ordained priests to simple artisans like tentmakers 
like Paul. 

Many bore wounds and disabilities from the vicious persecution of Christians at the hands of 
the Romans, like Constantine, a little more than a decade earlier. Indeed, some of the 
bishops attending may have capitulated duty and faith during those terrible years out of self-
preservation for themselves and their family. Others attending would have suffered and 
sacrificed everything for the faith.  Some may have been freed slaves. Could these Christian 
people come together in loving forgiveness?  

You may say, “this meeting is quite unlike one of  our own church meetings”.  

I agree we have been fortunate not to be suffering persecution. We are not under pressure 
to “please” an emperor or unite a divided empire. Language is not so much of a barrier and 
journeys to church meeting would not take weeks and months to get there. 

But we are a diverse group of people of varying backgrounds and ages.  We come from 
differing professions and work and life experiences. We bring with us our own scars and 
sacrifices. We may even question another’s reason for being there.  

We seek to discern God in our midst and discuss and plan and to make real Gods Kingdon 
for one another and the community.  

We meet in the same loving forgiveness of God’s grace and in unity to make real Christ’s 
prayer, “that they all may be one” John 7;21.  

It has been so for 1700 years. 

So, we commemorate a church birthday. And fondest wishes for a happy one thousand 
seven-hundred years of church meetings.  Doesn’t it feel like that sometimes! But Church 
meetings are important.   

Or phrased better than me in a quote from Reved Susan Durber, the council had simply, 
“done their best to speak faithfully and together about God’s work in Jesus Christ in a way 
that would find resonance in their day.  We might honour them best by doing the same as 
best we can for our time.” 

God bless 
 
Roger 
 

 
 
 
 



Tolworth Family Circle 

 
David Bennett Has had his knee operation and is home again after spending a couple of 
weeks at his daughter’s. It was good to see him at Church last Sunday and walking 
remarkably well. Brian Llewellyn has spent a few days in hospital with breathing difficulties 
but is home again although the hot weather does not help his condition. We hope things will 
improve for him soon. 
 
We were saddened to learn of the death of our former Minister Revd Roy Bones on 16th 
June after a long illness. Roy was our minister for 22 years and will be remembered by some 
of the present congregation. His funeral will be held on Monday 21st July with a committal 
service at Randalls Park at 12.30pm followed by a thanksgiving service at Tolworth URC at 
2pm. 

 
Church Anniversary 

 
Heather Lodge has written an excellent article about the Church lunch on our anniversary 
but she did not mention her own part in the preparations and clearing up afterwards. Many 
thanks to Heather who also was involved in the preparations and planning. Thanks also to 
everyone  who helped to clear up afterwards and wash dishes etc. It was a valiant effort.   
 

Moira 
July family news from London Road, Ewell 

 

29th May and 2nd June were busy days at our church, as we loaded a skip with items that 
had been accumulated over many years that were no longer needed by the church or useful 
to anyone else.  Items that could be rehomed were packed up and gratefully received by 
local charity shops. We now have two freshly decorated vestries and a very clean cleaning 
cupboard, after a lot of hard work.   Well done all! 
 
On 15th June we celebrated our Church Anniversary with a very pleasant bring-and-share 
lunch.  Our thanks to everyone who brought food, which was varied and delicious. And of 
course to the hardworking team who set up the room and cleared up afterwards. 

          
Barbara 

From Brenda Kelly 
 
I am running out of things to say except it was lovely see you all when I came to church a 
couple of weeks ago and enjoyed the birthday lunch.  It was lovely to have food put in front 
of me and thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make it a success.  Also thank you 
to Ian for picking me up. 
 
It is a very hot Sunday as I write this and fortunately there is a slight breeze. The birds are 
very happy feeding on the bird feeder and I am delighted to see that they feed each other 
and then go into the bird bath for a cool down. The garden is looking quite good, but  badly in 
need of water. I am sure some time there will be thunderstorms very soon (hopefully).  
 
The next thing for me is glued to the sofa and watching Wimbledon. - it’s a hard life. 
 

Hope to see you all soon.   Love      Brenda  



July and August 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell 
 

 
Sunday 6th   10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd 
     Barbara Pearson, to include Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday 8th  12.30   Church Lunch at Superfish, names to Anne and 
     Dennis Sexton 
 
Sunday 13th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Carol 
     Clack 
 
Monday 14th  10.30 am Elders Meeting 
 
   12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 
 
Sunday 20th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger Jones 
      
 
Thursday 24th 2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, all friends welcome 
 
Sunday 27th  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Revd 
     Barbara Pearson, to include a presentation by 
     Revd Bill and Mrs Diana Thomas on the “Open 
     Doors” organization 
 
Monday 28th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 
 

August 
 

Sunday 3rd   10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd 
     Roger Jones, to include Holy Communion, and to  
     be followed by the Church Meeting 
 
Sunday 10th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd 
     Barbara Pearson 
 
Monday 11th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson 
 
Tuesday 12th  12.30 for 1 Church lunch, venue to be advised 
 
Sunday 17th  10.30 am Morning worship, conducted by Revd Carol 
     Clack 
 
Thursday 21st 2-3 pm Friendship Hour 
 
Sunday 24th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger 
     Jones 
 
Sunday 31st  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd 
     Barbara Pearson 



   July and August 2025 Diary for Tolworth 

 

Wednesday 2nd    10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday 6th     10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Sue Shaw 

 

Monday 7th       5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 9th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday  13th    10.30am Communion service led by our Minister  

   12.00pm Church meeting 

 

Monday 14th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 16th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday  17th 3.30pm Messy Church 

 

Sunday  20th    10.30am Morning Worship led by Paul and Jenny Hollingum  

   6.30pm Evergreen service 

  

Sunday 27th     10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister 

       

August  

 

Sunday 3rd      10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Heather Lodge 

 

Sunday 10th  10.30am Morning Communion led by our Minister 

 

Sunday 17th     10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister 

 

Sunday 24th     10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Heather Lodge 

   12.00pm Elder’s meeting. 

 

Sunday 31st     10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister. Service will include 

     the sacrament of baptism. 

 

           
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



A lunch in faith: celebrating the Church anniversary at Tolworth 

 
Tolworth URC celebrated its 92nd birthday in June. The day was marked by the ordination of 
Alvin and induction of Gillian into Eldership and a faith lunch followed the service.  
 
Faith lunches don’t depend on faith alone. The tables are set up on Saturday afternoon and 
laid with white linen tablecloths, cutlery and serviettes and dressed with pretty vases of 
flowers. Plates and glasses were set out and serving spoons lay in anticipation of dishes 
arriving to fill the buffet. Torrential rain had the organisers wondering not only how many 
would turn up the next day if the rain continued but if there would be anything to eat after all.  
However, the sun shone beautifully on the Sunday and 32 friends and members filled the 
hall. (Brenda – it was very good to see you again.) A succession of appetising dishes arrived 
right on cue with everything from favourite pasta and rice recipes to salads, cold meats, 
cheeses and breads until the table was full and a separate table had to be hastily set up for 
tempting desserts of strawberries, trifle, bakewell tart, chocolate fudge cake and a traditional 
Hong Kong apricot jam cake. Tea and coffee completed the meal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith lunches are a miracle. There is an element of doubt over whether food will arrive and in 
what quantities and whether people will come after all. But the tables are always full. People 
bring what they promised and we are blessed with a plentiful variety of good food to eat. 
Saying grace before we eat has never felt more important. 
 
Of course, the miracle is helped along by a master plan, that ensured lunch comprised both 
a savoury and a sweet course with much choice in each. I didn’t get to chat to many people 
but thank you very much to everyone who helped set up, brought food, cleared up, ferried 
people, cutlery and crockery around but most of all to everyone who came for making a 
lovely meal that was worthy of our anniversary. And a special thanks to Mary and Gillian for 
making it all happen seamlessly. 
Here’s to next year. 

Heather 
 

 

From Revd Roger 
 

The Psalm 8:2 Dialogues 
 
Out of the mouths of babes and infants… we know there were plenty of children 
around Jesus when he walked the earth. Jesus sat with them, picked them up, 
blessed them, healed. Did he play? joke with them? learn from them…? of course he 
did. Like everyone else encountering children. 
 
I Wonder what a child’s dialogue about these encounters with Jesus may have been. 
How would a child have made sense of the stories, the healing, the teaching? Did 



they misunderstand. Misinterpret the signs. Think of themselves. Enjoy the moments. 
Learn something new.  Of course they did. Like everyone else encountering Jesus. 
 
Over the next few months in CONCORD, you will find possible dialogues by children 
who possibly encountered Jesus and put their own child-like spin on the special 
moments. Enjoy. 
 
Don’t be surprised if you hear some of these again on a Sunday morning… 
 
Out shopping John 6; 1-14 
 
Hi Mum, I’m home. 
 
Where have I been? You know where.  You gave me the shopping list. But I’m afraid 
we can’t start the dinner.  
 
Yes, mum you did write very clearly five loaves and two fish. 
No, they hadn’t run out of bread.  And no, the fish wasn’t off! And the shops were not 
closed. But I haven’t got the shopping. 
 
Well, this is what happened.  As I was coming up over the hill, this very nice 
gentleman and his twelve friends asked if they could have the shopping. Rude!  I 
know mum, but he asked so nicely. I couldn’t refuse really, could I? 
 
Yes of course I could.  But you weren’t there. Everyone was so hungry. Starving they 
were.   
  
I don’t  know why they didn’t  bring their own packed lunch. Maybe it was a surprise 
picnic! Yes mum, I know you are surprised.  
 
What! No of course not!  How could five loaves and two fishes go around thirteen 
people. That’s silly.  Actually….it…was…ere.. five thousand, plus women and 
children… 
 
You don’t believe me do you?  Well I don’t know…couldn’t we have a few olives from 
the garden…O hang on mum…no its I ok…someone has just left a basket on the 
doorstep, FULL of loves and fish.  
  
I think it was the nice man. 

 

Roger 
From Barbara Smith 

 
Canterbury Congregational Church built in 1846 destroyed in 1947 
 
 
As some people know I first attended Ewell Comgregatiinal Church in the mid ‘50’s.  Whilst 
the church building remains the same today as I remember it then there was an old 
corrugated iron shed where the Brownies and Guides met and which was used to showcase 
the talents of church members  from the stage during occasional performances. 
 
In 1959 I moved away to Canterbury and joined Sunday School at Canterbury 
Congregatiinal Church, sadly not  in this beautiful building, it has been damaged, along with 



many other buildings during the war years and all that remains now is a small part of the 
wall, at street level and  the upper part of a department store, called Lefevere’s when I knew 
it, later Debenhams. 
 
The church was spacious, built in the early decorated style, with a schoolroom as part of the 
building.  The church could accommodate over 600 people, having a gallery which provided 
additional seating.  Perhaps the most famous visitors were descendants of the Pilgrim 
Fathers who visited the church as part of a visit to Canterbury. 
 
Like many others, I have walked past the wall, wondering what it was in a past life, now I 
know more about it I will pause for a moment and think about those who worshipped here. 
 

Barbara 

 

Tales from our campground 31: the little things 

 

As we sort the rucksacks for our next camp, it occurred to me that it is quite often the 

smallest and cheapest pieces of kit that make our camps manageable. The cost has ranged 

from £1 - £10.  

Our newest find is a tiny but very powerful air pump that solves the issues we 

are having with our airbeds. They may be very lightweight but the way the 

baffles are constructed makes the airbed incredibly difficult to inflate. Perhaps 

we’re just getting old…. 

 

Our folding kneeling mats have been on every camp for the past six years. 

They have survived all the weather that the UK has thrown at them, tolerated 

being squished into rucksacks and then dragged round the pitch through 

mud and flood. And they still provide padding for our knees and backsides. 

Let’s gloss over the fact that we should be lighting 

our campfire with techniques that would have been familiar to the 

Israelites. It took much practice to use the cigarette lighter. I’d either 

burn myself or set fire to the grass because I’ve had to hold the fire-

starter to get it near the flame and dropped it in fright. No more. This 

mini electronic lighter weighs less than an ounce and fits neatly into 

our fire kit. I can now start the fire at arm’s length with the fire-starter in situ. Perfect.  

 
For several years we struggled with removing the billy can from 
the fire. Maybe pots were left in place and people just used a 
ladle. There are details of life in Biblical times that I’d really like 
to know! Using the tea-towel wasn’t a great idea. A stick 
through the handle lifted the billy-can off the heat but pouring 
boiling water into our canteen cups wasn’t sorted until we 
discovered the pot-handle. It weighs a few ounces, fits every 
pot and cup, and doesn’t melt or catch fire. There have been no more spills. We’ve even 
bought a second one for home use. Manna 

 

Heather Lodge 

 

 



Roger Fenn’s July Quiz -  1st Peter 

 
In writing ‘The Acts of the Apostles’ Luke first concentrates on Peter’s ministry in Jerusalem 
and Palestine before tracing Paul’s mission to the Eastern Mediterranean. Peter continues 
His ministry as we learn from his two letters to Christians living on the Turkish Plateau. We 
look at the first letter, chapter one. 
 
  1. How does Peter describe himself? 
 
  2. Name the Roman Provinces to which the letter is adressed. 
 
  3 How does he address the Christians there? 
 
  4. What message does he send in the name of Christ? 
 
  5.  Name the two things for which the Christians should praise God? 
 
  6. In verse 13 what two qualities of living does Peter encourage? 
 
  7.  In verse 19 how does Peter describe Christ’s sinless life? 
 
  8  In verse 22 what does Peter encourage his readers to do? 
 

Happy Holidays  
 

Our childhood holidays were bliss, 
We gloried in each day. 

All thoughts of school were put aside, 
We set our minds on play. 

 
Our days of youth brought freedom, 

Adventure was our aim. 
We’d leave the boundaries of home, 
And brave new worlds we’d claim. 

 
Time passes – see the little ones, 

Who want just sea and sand, 
A bucket and a bathing suit, 

A cornet in each hand. 
 

For some of us those days are gone, 
Our holiday’s at home. 

No more we feel the itchy feet, 
The strong desire to roam. 

 
We still can travel in our hearts, 

Find joy down memory lane, 
Revisit all those happy times, 

Relive them once again. 
 

Barbara Pearson 



 
 

Roger’s July Quiz  

1st Peter- Answers 

   1. An apostle of Jesus Christ.   v 1 
 
   2. Pontus, Galatia, Capadocia, Asia, Bithynia. v 1 
  
   3. God’s Elect.      v 1 
 
   4.  “Grace and Peace in abundance”.  v 2 
 
   5. For “A new birth into a living hope”.  v 3 

  
   6.  Self-control: Holiness.    v 13 
 
   7. “A lamb without blemish”.    v 19 
 
   8. “Love one-another deeply” .   V 22 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday Worship at Tolworth 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 

 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 
 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      
  
     
         Serving Elders           Mr D Bennett, Mr A. Chan, Mrs M Fleming,  
      Mrs G.Jones, Ms. H.Lodge , Mr G.Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    
         Management             Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 

Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 
 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs B Kelly       
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming   
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones   
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

  Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 
Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 

 
Morning Worship at 10.30  

 
 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 
 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    
 
 Treasurer   
 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 
 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 
 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 
 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 
 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 
 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 
 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 
 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 
 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 
 Finance & Property  Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook 
 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 


