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Dear friends September 2025

As we finish the holiday season, we can reflect on whether we received our rest from our
busy lives and reenergised our physical and emotional batteries. Was it a break from all that
technology or did it help? | have said many times that in these technological, modern and
easy days of travelling many of us take holidays at all times of the year. Ask Moira and lan.

But even in technological age we can remember we need our rest and it is good to find time
to slow down.

This was assisted for some people during the technological breakdowns that recently
affected Heathrow Airport a few months ago. Although, it probably worsened holiday time, for
some it does remind us not to totally rely on technology for rest time and it maybe helpful to
find a simpler life style for a while. Other similar recent technical breakdowns include the
biggest power cut in recent memory. All across Spain and Portugal the lights went out.
People were stuck in lifts and on trains. Internet and mobile phone coverage went down.
Businesses suffered. It wasn’t quite mass panic, but it was near enough. And closer to home
again, Marks and Spencer cyber attack this year.

Now thinking about rest and time out, isn’t it extraordinary how our society has become so
overwhelmingly dependent upon something that a few hundred years ago most people had
never even heard of. One of the chaplains where | trained in Oxford said recently, “Some
years ago, | used to be the Chaplain of an Oxford College where the chapel didn’t use
electricity. It was lit exclusively by candles. Some thought this was deliberately arcane, and
perhaps it was. But there was also a lovely simplicity to that space that some modern
churches, with all their reliance on overhead projectors and whizzy sound systems don’t
quite manage to achieve”.

In our churches | too have encouraged our churches use of technology. | don’t claim to be a
techno whiz. Hopefully in our churches we use it sparingly and only when and where it is
necessary; when it enhances our worship of God and not just for the sake of it. A few
pictures or new songs on the screens. We try hard to encourage website and social media
use to promote work and ministry. We continue to “stream” worship every Sunday for a few
of our members no longer able attend on a Sunday. Indeed, | think this service could be
broadened. We have the technology. We just need someone to administer and welcome
folk to our services online, from the comfort of their armchair. | am still on the lookout for our
own “online” worship coordinator”. Any ideas?

All this is good and can be developed. But we should also be wary!

All this technology can also be a terrible distraction. We may not think this is so for many of
us. But we can all be reminded that the still small voice of calm is often frazzled by the
introduction of shiny new tech. | suppose that is why many find their God working in the
flower bed, camping outdoors, walking in the sunshine or playing in the garden with their
children. These technological breakdowns remind us of the way our society is now
inextricably bound up with a technological complexity that rules our lives. Yes, technology
enables us to achieve so much more than our ancestors were able. It creates wealth, puts
food on the table, allows us to communicate with people all around the world. It allows many
to continue to worship in the faith community.



It has been said that the problem with technology is that it comes to mediate everything we
do in the name of efficiency - and because of this something about ‘simply being’ is lost. Has
technology become the new sacred? We worship it and the tech moguls who supply it. Every
new app promises a kind of salvation, every gadget an ever better way of doing things. But,
is my fancy smart phone a tool for me to use, making life easier, more efficient? Or am | just
it's slave, its servant?

The recent cyber breakdowns for many were terrible. But for a moment something had lifted
where older gods and more human pleasures could be given the time and space they need.

God bless
Roger

Tolworth Family Circle

We have a number of friends on the “sick List” at present. Mary Wardle had a bad fall a few
weeks ago and is recovering slowly from all her bruises. We hope she will soon be fit enough
to come back to church as we all miss her. Dave Bennett is a bit more mobile after his
operation and further investigations. We remember Brenda, Lesley, Robbie and Charmaine
who are all unable to attend services, please remember them in your prayers.

Harvest

We shall be celebrating Harvest on Sunday 28" September when Heather will lead our
worship. As we are rather short of flower arrangers, with Brenda, Mary and Lesley all
indisposed, we have decided to ask members of the congregation to take home a vase, if
they are able, and add some flowers to it to decorate the window sills. We shall give out the
vases on Sunday 213t September so please let Gillian or myself know if you are willing to do
this. We shall be holding a bring and share lunch after the service and Gillian will have a list
of the food required. Please let her know what you are able to bring if you are coming.

Thank You
Moira

September family news from London Road, Ewell

Great activity at our church in what is normally a quiet month. Most of our lettings were on
their summer breaks, but the decorators and flooring specialists were busy at work,
refurbishing the vestry corridor, the circulating area, the toilets and the side entrance way.
There has also been upgrading of the lighting and parts of the electrical circuits. So we
start September with markedly smarter premises thanks to the firms that have worked so
hard for us.

Barbara



September 2025 Diary for Tolworth
Wednesday 3@  10.00am Playtime
Sunday 7t 10.30am Morning Worship led by members of Junior Church
Monday g8th 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 10" 10.00am Playtime
12.30pm Lunch club

Sunday 14t 10.30am Communion service led by our Minister
12.00pm Church meeting

Monday 15t 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 17" 10.00am Playtime
3.00pm Management meeting

Thursday 18" 3.30pm Messy Church

Sunday 21st  10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
6.30pm Evergreen service

Monday 22" 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 24t 10.00am Playtime

Sunday 28t 10.30am  Harvest

Morning worship led by Ms Heather Lodge followed by

“Bring and share” lunch

Monday 29" 5.30pm Pilots

October

Sunday 5th 10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd.Carol Clack

TV set

| have a 19” colour TV going spare. If anyone could make use of it, please let me know

lan




September 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell

Monday 13t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Sunday 7t 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger
Jones, to include Holy Communion

Tuesday 9t 12.30 Church lunch at Superfish, names to Anne and
Dennis Sexton

Sunday 14t 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Barbara
Pearson

Monday 15t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Sunday 215t 10.30 am  Morning worship conducted by Ms. Katrina
Clifford

Thursday 25t 2-3pm Friendship Hour, all friends welcome

Sunday 28" 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Barbara
Pearson

Monday 29t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

October

Sunday 5t 10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger

Jones, to include Holy Communion, to be
Followed by Church Meeting

From Brenda Kelly

My name is Peter and | am a sparrow. | have lots and lots of brothers and sisters. We are
all quite small even though we are fed really well by the lady that lives in the house.
She fills up my feeder every day and we empty it every day! We do have competition from
other birds. There are a few blue tits they hatched in a very run down house, | understand
they have complained to the landlord who has promised to either repair it or replace it by
winter. The blue tits are rather shy and seem to wait until it's quieter before they approach
the feeder. Around four o’clock a lot of wrens appear. They are not very nice, they are
extremely loud, nasty and bossy. They fight all of us so we retreat for a while, but they
empty the feeder at an alarming rate.

The bigger birds are not really a problem . There pigeons feed on the food that we drop, but
they strut around as if they own the place, but on the whole are not a problem. Also around
are few magpies. If there is any bread around they take really large pieces and then fly
away.

There are a couple of robins who just very quietly wander around picking up bits from the
ground. Plus the other day a jay appeared. | was very envious at his beautiful coloured coat,
then two collared doves appeared. They just looked around and flew away.
| am very grateful to the lady that keeps us so well fed. Thank you very much



Peter Sparrow
LAMMAS: an Evergreen discovery

At our Evergreen service on 17 August, we celebrated, albeit slightly late, the festival of
Lammas, possibly for the first time at Tolworth URC. The name Lammas comes from the
Anglo-Saxon meaning “loaf mass” and was the service held on 1 August when thanks would
be given for the first crop of the wheat harvest. Tenant farmers would present the Church
with a loaf made from the first flour from the crop and the fields would be blessed in
expectation of a good harvest. More familiarly, we give thanks for that harvest at the end of
the season in September.

As Lammas was one of the quarter days, it was also a day when
the rent was due. Besides that, Lammas was a time of celebration
with many craft fairs held by the medieval guilds. Lammas may not
be widely observed as part of our Christian year, but the service
remains in the Anglican prayerbook.

We used Lammas to think about bread — a staple food in many
diets around the world. Bread requires not just human activity to
©grow and harvest the grain but the knowledge and skill to transform
~ the grain into flour, combine it with salt, water and yeast and turn
the dough into a beautifully cooked loaf. But, as our Lammas service reminded us, neither
the grain nor the baking process would happen without God at work in his creation.

Our Evergreen services are held on the third Sunday evening of the month and are an
opportunity to share worship differently. In place of a sermon, we use the time to explore
Christian life together. We have discussed theological
concepts such as the Trinity, looked at the portrayal of
Jesus in art, explored the uses of fire in the Bible and, in
August, took the service into the Church garden. We made
a simple bread over BBQ coals and used this in our first
Evergreen Communion. And if Roger had doubts over
whether we would end up with bread we could use, he was
brave enough to take the risk!

Meeting at the Lord’s table outdoors, in the warmth of the
evening sun, using some of the elements that we’d made
ourselves, was one of the loveliest communion services
I've attended.




From Revd Roger

The Psalm 8:2 Dialogues

Out of the mouths of babes and infants... we know there were plenty of children around
Jesus when he walked the earth. Jesus sat with them, picked them up, blessed them,
healed. Did he play? joke with them? learn from them...? of course he did. Like everyone
else encountering children.

| Wonder what a child’s dialogue about these encounters with Jesus may have been. How
would a child have made sense of the stories, the healing, the teaching? Did they
misunderstand. Misinterpret the signs. Think of themselves. Enjoy the moments. Learn
something new. Of course they did. Like everyone else encountering Jesus.

Over the next few months in CONCORD, you will find possible dialogues by children who
possibly encountered Jesus and put their own child-like spin on the special moments. Enjoy.

Don’t be surprised if you hear some of these again on a Sunday morning...
The bread of loaf Luke13; 20-21

Mum showed me how! She said it was time | learned how to make bread! But it was hard!
All that dough and kneading. Makes your arms ache. Makes your hands ache. Makes your
fingers ache.

We made it with just three measures — we could feed any army of a hundred with all that!
Mum said when ever you make the breads, you had to make more than enough . You never
knew who was going to visit. And we didn’t like turning people away. You never knew if you
were going to run out.

But it was tough pushing and pulling and flicking and turning.

But the best bit was definitely the yeast! That made it leavened. Made it rise. We would
even keep some of the yeast separate to share with the neighbours. You didn’t need much.
But it had spectacular results.

You had had to work it in. You couldn’t see it! You had to bury it deep into the dough and
keep kneading and keep kneading. You just had to work it in! You didn’t know what it would
turn out like.

Yes, the yeast was the best bit, although we often didn’t use yeast on special religious
occasions. We also had to make unleavened bread. It was like the leaven was wicked or
bad somehow! But we used it anyway. The first time, when my hands were really aching,
this man stood and watched me!

“Working hard?” he asked.
| was embarrassed at first. | thought he might be angry | was using yeast. But he took an
interest in this work — this women’s work.



So, | told him about the yeast. “It was leavening,” | said, “and the yeast was a really
important bit. It was there working even though you couldn’t see it. It was there but you
would not know how the bread would end up. It was there to work even though it was not
very religious. It really brings this loaf to life!”

“Umm,” he said, and that’s all he said.

Then | offered him some to eat. But | got the impression he was thinking about something
else!

Roger

Tolworth luncheons at the Hogsmill

Gillian has suggested the following dates to restart the luncheon club. All welbcome . Please
let Gillian know by the previous Sunday if you plan to come along.

10 September
8 October
12 November
10 December

Gillian

Too early for Christmas!

We have decorated the Tolworth Tree this week!
BUT ALSO...

We are thinking of a Christmas day lunch for anyone finding
themselves on their own or wanting extra company this year.
If you fancy a lunch on Christmas day let Roger know -
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO YOU ALL —

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO DECORATE THIS TREE! NEVER T0O EARLY, IS IT#

From Barbara Smith

As many of you know | spend time in Norfolk, which is where | am at present. My first visit
this year due to health problems for both myself and Gary.

Hemsby and the surrounding area is in the middle of harvest, we drive past fields which have
been harvested, evidence of the hard work of the farmer being evident - hay in bales, waiting
to be collected and stacked in barns, rolls of stalks sitting forlornly in clusters. My favourite
site is the ‘Mega Maze’, a field of sweetcorn which has a trail for the children in its planting,
there is a viewing platform, so you can see what’s going in, as well.

The highlights for the village are Lifeboat Day and the Herring Festival, which celebrates the
advance of ‘the herring girls’ who followed the Herring harvest down the east coast. Having
been to a smoke house | can testify it was smelly, even without any fish there. I've also
watched herring being prepared for the festival, a messy job but as they ‘someone has to do
it

Barbara



From Heather Lodge

Tales from our campground: 32: camping application

Despite gorgeous weather, we haven’t been able to take our tents to the woods since July. Apart
from a lack of annual leave, our camping has been of the indoor variety while flat renovations have
been taking place. We were wondering how to cope with having three quarters of the flat occupying a
very compact living room for four weeks going on five. Compared with our wee camp stove, the
cooker and fridge seemed enormous in such limited space and it took us a little while to remember
that we have become adept at living in confined spaces.

We treated it like camp with the added bonus of not having to collect
water and having an electric socket for a kettle. Visions of losing soap
and toothbrushes were solved by using our camp wash kits. Our camp
kitchen bag was repurposed to hold mugs, a teaspoon and teabags
instead of firelighters and matches. Sitting on our camp beds in the
evenings to review the works and deal with queries felt much like
reviewing the day from the comfort of our sleeping bags, just by electric
light instead of torchlight.

Of course, it isn't comfortable for very long and certainly not as peaceful
as being in the woods. But we’ve found ourselves being more than
usually thankful for a safe home and, while we long for a garden of our own and a kitchen large
enough for a table, the truth is, we manage just fine. Those families who live in just one room, with
inadequate and unsafe facilities, for months on end have been much in my prayers.

And we’re looking forward to being back in the woods in September.

Heather Lodge

Roger Fenn’s September Quiz — Harvest hymns

In “Rejoice and Sing” the harvest hymns are well scattered at the whims of the hymn book
committee, so | have supplied their numbers.

RS 40 Come ye thankful people people

1. What note of optimism does the writer express in verse 1?
2. How does he describe the growing of the crops?
3 In the final gathering of God’s people, what experience will they have?

RS 124 We plough the fields and scatter

4. What part do we play in preparing for the harvest?
5. What part does God play?

6. What response does God expect to acknowledge his generosity?



10.

RS 113 Let all God’s people

Why should we all be eager to praise God?

Why should we be unafraid?

RS 53 To thee o Lord our hearts we raise

How does the writer describe the harvest fields in verse 2?

What picture does he paint of Eternal life?

Our Shepherd

Picture Jesus as a shepherd,
See him labour with his sheep,
How he leads them where there’s water,
Not too shallow, not too deep.

Where the path is smooth and easy,
Where the grass is lush and green.
His desire is for their welfare,
Keeps them healthy, keeps them clean.

Think of Jesus as our shepherd,
We his flock, his creatures here.
All that's good he wants to give us,
Soothe our sorrows, calm our fear.

Life can’t be forever peaceful,
Many pitfalls mar our way,
But our shepherd, ever loving,
Wants our safety. Hear him say:

“You are mine, I am your shepherd,
Keep me always in your sight.
I laid down my life to save you,
Bring you always to the light”.

Barbara Pearson



Roger’s September Quiz

Harvest Hymns Answers

1. “All is safely gathered in® v 1
2. “The blade, the ear, the full corn” v 2
3. “Free from sorrow, free from sin” v3
4. Ploughing and seed planting. v 1
5. He sends, snow, rain, sunshine, breezes. v 1
6. Humble,thankful hearts. v3
7. He has done great things for us. v

8. God is our hope and strength (Psalm 46). v4
9. “Bright robes of gold”. V2

10. “Golden fields and a crystal river”. V5

From Barbara Smith - Memories of Rev. Roy P. Bones

Gary and | first attended Tolworth United Reformed Church in early1985, where we were
warmly welcomed by several Elders. This was at an evening service, which we both enjoyed
and decided we had found a church we both liked, welcoming and with a Minister whose
preachiness both enjoyed

Time passed and we asked if we could be considered for a wedding within the church.
Following a conversation and a follow-up meeting at our home, it semed that | had more in
common with Rev.Roy Bones than | imagined. We had both attended school in Canterbury,
albeit at separate times - the school was The County Technical School, Canterbury, which
had a boys school one side and a girls school opposite.

When | heard mention of my Headmistress’ name | think my face dropped! Even all those
years later her name instilled fear. She was a fair but fomidable lady - her favourite saying -
we are educating young ladies!

Gary ad | were married on14 September 1985 and became church members Sometime
after that. Jenny, who led the Primary Group in junior church had decided to stand down and
it was mentioned in the church magazine. Gary and | discussed this, also at length - during
a farewell to our Church Secretary who was retiring to East Anglia | offered to ‘give it a try’ .
He looked at Sheila and said ‘thank goodnes for that'.

| was told that | was the person that was perfect, with all my faults and lack of experience. |
love children, | guess | bond with them and enjoyed happy years working in Junior Church

Whist we both lost contact after he retired he was not forgotten - Rev Roy Bones left a a
lasting memory which we will not forget .

Barbara



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640%# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

31 Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister Revd Roger Jones 0208 393 4270
rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Secretary Mrs M Fleming

Treasurer Mr G Stock

Serving Elders

Management
Committee

Mr D Bennett, Mr A. Chan, Mrs M Fleming,
Mrs G.Jones, Ms H.Lodge , Mr G.Stock,
Mrs K Woolard,

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker Mrs J. Marsh 8399 3926
Flower Secretary Mrs B Kelly

Halls Letting Officer Mr S. Heath

Junior Church Mrs B Kelly
Magazine Editor Mr | Fleming
Magazine Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Organist --

Pilots Mrs G Jones
Playtime Mrs M Fleming
Youth Worker Miss Carys Kelly
Rainbows Ms Kirsten Cook
Brownies Ms Michelle Nicholls
Guides Mrs J Pelham


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Minister
Secretary
Treasurer

Serving Elders

Revd Roger Jones

Morning Worship at 10.30

020 8393 4270

Mrs Pamela Galliers

Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping
Flower rota

Lettings

Organist
Safeguarding
Deputy safeguarding
Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property
Synod Rep.

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P. Galliers

Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Vacant

Mr. D. Mugridge

Nobuko Tsuyuki

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook
Miss Rosemary Holmes



