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From our Minister 

 

              
Dear friends        November 2025 

 
“The writings on the wall” 

 
Is Graffiti Art a creative beauty or wanton vandalism?  What do you think? Is your answer 
more complicated?   
 

Graffiti by Banksy can be sold for millions of pounds, which does indicate its artistic merit. On 
the other hand, when someone sprays “devils” on the side Epsom Islamic Centre Mosque, 
that is just hateful.  
 
There are some legitimate graffiti sites. In “the tunnel” in Ewell by East Ewell station students 
of Nescot have brightened up a drab, and crime hotspot, with purples and yellows creating 
pictures of the college’s history.  In the Tolworth underpass the grey concrete and brown iron  
has been adorned  with birds and butterflies.  On our journeys we can be uplifted and reflect 
on the message of graffiti art. The joy of education. The ability of the spirit to soar.  New 
wildlife graffiti also appeared on the Tolworth Bridge, celebrating Court Farm Fields and 
winning praise from residents.   
 
But are these community murals rather than graffiti?  Should graffiti art have an edge.  A risk.  
Be undermining, counter cultural and subversive. The true graffitist wants to remain in the 
shadows (or not caught) but they want to be heard!  They have a message.  
 
Is Graffiti Art a creative beauty or wanton vandalism?   
 
God was not averse to a bit graffiti and creative artistry.  Or was it wanton vandalism?  
 
God’s own people have been in Babylon, in captivity for many, many years by now.  King 
Nebuchadnezzar had died and the new king, Belshazzar liked to party.  More importantly, he 
was unpleasant, disrespectful and downright unjust to the poor and the orphans and those in 
captivity. So, whilst this torrid behaviour toward the needy went on, Belshazzar partied.  
Sounds like a kind of Partygate! 
 
In Chapter 5 of Daniel, Belshazzar was again hosting another large, luxurious and lavish 
feast when a disembodied hand, hidden, in the shadows but wanting to be heard, graffitied 
on the wall.  Naturally perturbing, as graffiti can be, disturbing as graffiti should be and for 
Belshazzar and his party guests utterly terrifying. 
 
Daniel was called to interpret the words,  "Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin".  They were a 
message for Belshazza…Your days are numbered! The writing is on the wall. So, there we 
have it, God is responsible for all the graffiti since.  
 
Like all of God gifts, they can be abused with hateful messages written on walls, 
interpretations from scripture used to discriminate and denigrate and public and loaded 
prayers can be targeted towards those of whom we disapprove.  
 
On the other hand, a bit of graffiti, to brighten up a drab wall, or poke authority in the eye on 
occasions, is not such a bad thing. At least God seems in favour! Belshazzar your days and 
your antics are numbered. Quite the party trick.  
  



In Canterbury Cathedral this week, you may have read about the opening of a new art 
exhibition. On the pillars and walls of the cathedral there are graffitied questions to God.  The 
colourful, temporary wording are largely in the crypt but are also found around the walls of 
the Cathedral.  
 
The work has courted controversy as you may expect of such a sacred space.  But the 
questions to God were devised by local people, particularly the often unheard groups.  “It is 
giving the marginalised community of Canterbury a voice within the Cathedral putting 
profound questions to God,” said Ms Cresswell the curator.  
 
Some of the challenges came from religious folk. But the  most notable criticism came from 
JD Vance and Elon Musk! The US vice president and the world’s richest man.  If I were them 
I would  keep my eyes on the wall their next presidential party. 
 
But the exhibition is one of creative art.  Agree or disagree the messages are challenging, 
counter cultural and subversive.  Do we not follow and serve One who was (is) precisely all 
these things on earth!  As beautiful as the cathedral is, and as special as it may be for these 
who find God there (in their own way), it is a poke in the eye to those who might mistake the 
buildings and religiosity for God.  We all need this sometimes. 
 
What would you ask of God?  What is God writing on your wall? Can you see God’s artistry 
in the unlikely and soiled parts of the spaces you visit? Is this Gods graffiti? 
 
God bless 
 

Roger 

     
 

Tolworth Family Circle 
 

Brian Llewellyn had another trip to hospital with breathing difficulties but is home again. 
Lesley Menneer is in hospital with lung problems and Eloise Ebohon is not very well and had 
to postpone Idia’s baptism. Heather Lodge had a nasty fall while camping and has broken 
her clavicle. She is in a lot of pain and not able to do much. Mary Carvalho is also poorly and 
is having various tests.  
 
We remember all these friends and hope things will soon improve for them all. 
 

Moira 
 

 

  
 

       
 

       
 

 
 



November 2025 Diary for Tolworth 

 

Sunday 2nd     10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Carol Clack 

 

Monday 3rd        5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 5th   10.00am Playtime 

     

 

Sunday  9th      Remembrance Sunday 

   10.30am Communion service led by Revd Barbara Pearson  

    

Monday 10th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 12th   10.00am Playtime 

   12.30pm Lunch at Hogsmill 

 

Sunday 16th     10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister 

   12.00pm Church meeting  

   6.30pm Evergreen service 

  

Monday 17th   5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 19th     10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday  20th 3.30pm Messy Church 

 

Sunday 23rd     10.30am Morning worship led by Mr Mark Dennis 

 

Monday 24th   5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 26th     10.00am Playtime 

 

Saturday 29th 10.00am Decoration of church for Christmas 

 

Sunday 30th        Advent Sunday 

    0.30am Morning worship led by our Minister 

 

December  
 

Sunday 7th        10.30am Morning Worship led by Paul and Jenny Hollingum 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November family news from London Road, Ewell  
         
Our September Friendship Hour took the form of a fundraising afternoon tea for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.   Our usual gathering was supported by friends from Tolworth church, from 
the Veterans Group, and from St. Mary’s Church, and over £200 was raised from donations, 
a raffle and a bring-and-buy stall.   We even sold a picture off the wall!   Thanks to everyone 
for their donations, hard work and for coming along to support such a worthy cause. 
 
Our newly decorated premises have been much admired by all users of our halls, and we 
continue to thank everyone involved in facilitating the work, particularly our Minister who 
project managed the whole enterprise. 
 
We have welcomed a part-time administrator to help with the day-to-day running of our 
premises, and to use her technical skills in the service of our church. 
 
On 27th September we were invited to a tea party by the members of the 
Brazilian/Portuguese church who worship in our church on Saturday evenings.   There was 
very good attendance from both our congregations, and we shared food and fellowship.   
We hope this is the beginning of a closer relationship between us. 

Barbara 

 

NOVEMBER 2025 DIARY FOR LONDON ROAD, EWELL 
 

Sunday 2nd  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger 
     Jones, to include Holy Communion, and  
     followed by Church Meeting 
 
Monday 3rd  10.30 am Elders Meeting 
 
Tuesday 4th  12.30 pm Church Lunch at Superfish, names to Anne  
     and Dennis Sexton.  All friends welcome. 
 
Sunday 9th  10.30 am Remembrance Sunday Service, arranged by 

Revd Roger Jones. 
 
Monday 10th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, all friends welcome. 
 
Sunday 16th  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Ms Sue 
     Shaw 
 
Sunday 23rd  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Revd 
     Barbara Pearson 
 
Monday 24th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson, 
     all friends welcome. 
 
Thursday 27th 2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, all friends welcome. 
 
Sunday 30th   10.30 am Advent Sunday Service, conducted by  
     Mr. Mark Dennis. 

 



From Revd Roger 
 

The Psalm 8:2 Dialogues 

 
Out of the mouths of babes and infants… we know there were plenty of children around 
Jesus when he walked the earth. Jesus sat with them, picked them up, blessed them, 
healed. Did he play? joke with them? learn from them…? of course he did. Like everyone 
else encountering children. 

 
 I Wonder what a child’s dialogue about these encounters with Jesus may have been. How 

would a child have made sense of the stories, the healing, the teaching? Did they 
misunderstand. Misinterpret the signs. Think of themselves. Enjoy the moments. Learn 
something new.  Of course they did. Like everyone else encountering Jesus. 

 
 Over the next few months in CONCORD, you will find possible dialogues by children who 

possibly encountered Jesus and put their own child-like spin on the special moments. Enjoy. 
 
 Don’t be surprised if you hear some of these again on a Sunday morning… 
 

Friends, what would you do for a friend? Mark 2; 1-12 
 
Josh had not been able to walk for as long as I can remember.  He is a good friend to my 
brother and they spent hours together.  But admittedly Josh found it hard to do stuff for 
himself.  Without any help he would stay at home and hardly get out!  
So my brother and their friends would help.  Bit of shopping.  Help tidy the house all that kind 
of thing.   
 
But it was more than that.  Their friendship was more than that.  They would try to take Josh 
out with them.  When they went out in the boat.  He would be there. They would carry him 
into the hills.  Or even take him along to the tavern if there was some spare money.  
 
And they would get up to all sorts.  They went skating down the hillside on wooden trays 
once!  And then put Josh on a tray and he was having a whale of a time.   Then they would 
lower him into the sea for a swim.  He said that felt good! Mum said it was too dangerous. 
Dad thought it all immature. My brother looked out for Josh! 
 
But often he was in lots of pain. You would often see him grimace.  If he saw me looking at 
him, he would smile and put on a brave face.  I think he didn’t want to scare me ‘cause I was 
much younger than them. 
 
Mostly they would all go out together but occasionally they would let me come along. It was 
fun to be with them despite the difficulties with Josh. Sometimes you would forget he couldn’t 
walk and just enjoy the friendship.  
 
So it was that day.  Sitting out in the sun and the crowds were forming around the home of 
that healer we had heard so much about. They said he had cleansed a  leper and a women 
of a fever.  Even a man possessed was made calm. 
 
Then my brother had a brain wave, “Let’s take Josh to him.  His house is only over there.  
“Look!” Well they couldn’t get there fast enough.  Josh was laughing as they lifted him on the 
mat we had been sitting on and carried him to the house. Their enthusiasm was soon 
dowsed.  They couldn’t any get anywhere near the house. Too many people trying to get to 
in an listen to this man. 
 



“Up there” said Josh. He was pointing at the roof.  Off they all went around the back of the 
house and started dragging him up the side steps onto the roof.  My brother shouted to me. 
“Go and get the rope from the shed, hurry.”  I was glad to be part of this. 
 
By the time I got back with the rope and up onto the roof I couldn’t believe what they had 
done! They had dug a great hole in the man’s roof. “What have you done?  You lot are in for 
it now!” I told them. 
 
They began tying the rope to Josh and the mat and edged him over the side, and lowered 
him down into the house.  I wasn’t going to stay and get into trouble. I jumped down and 
went around to the front of the house, to keep out of the way. 
 
It had all gone quiet.  They were talking inside.  I had some laughing. I heard some 
grumbling. Then the crowds parted and out came Josh. He looked so different.  
My brother walked up to me.  He smiled. A bit subdued but he looked changed too. 
 
“That was crazy,” I said. He said, “that’s what we do for friend.” 
I guess that’s’ true, or should be… 
 

Roger 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

From Brenda Kelly         

  
 

Good morning 
 
The clocks have gone back and it’s dark really early now, but it’s brighter in the morning, but 
it takes time to adjust.  A disaster happened in the garden where I feed.  My feeder 
disappeared. It fell to the ground and I think a fox took it (why a fox would want my feeder). 
So for a few days there was no feeding station,  but now I have a brand new feeder and it is 
lovely. It’s filled up every day so my friends and I gather and have a lovely time and eat as 
much as we can.  Then we land on the bird bath and have a lovely time splashing around. 
We are very grateful to the lady of the house who fills up the feeder and cleans the bath 
regularly.  We do look for berry’s and bugs all the time, but it easier to use the feeder!   We 
do have problems sometimes with bigger birds like blackbirds and starlings are really 
unfriendly.  Pigeons tend to pick up the food we drop which keeps the patio nice and clear.  
The little robin bobs around and is very friendly and very happy that his picture appears on 
lots of Christmas cards  My friends and myself are really happy and looking forward to 
spring! 

 Peter Sparrow  

   
 

 

 



 

Tolworth United Reformed Church 
(On the corner of Elgar Avenue and Raeburn Avenue) 

   
Christmas worship 2025  

With Junior church  
 

Sunday 30th November   
Advent Sunday Worship 10.30am 

 
Sunday 30th November  

Tree Lighting Service 4.00pm 
 

Sunday 7th December   
Morning worship 10.30am 

 
Sunday 14th December  

Morning Worship 10.30am 
 

Thursday 18th December  
Messy Christmas Christingle 3.30pm 

 
Sunday 21st December  

Morning Worship 10.30am  
 

Sunday 21st December  
Carol Celebration 5.00pm 

 
Christmas Day worship 10.00am  

 
Sunday 28th  December 

 Morning Worship 10.30am 

                                
Everyone is invited.      Please join us.  

 





Tolworth United Reformed Church 

From Gillian Jones 

 

Are you free on Saturday 29 November?? 
 

We would like to decorate the church for Christmas on Saturday 29 November from 10am 
If you are free please join us and let me know if you are coming. 

Thank you 

 

 

  Tree Lighting 

     Sunday  

30th November 4.00 pm 

Come and join the celebration, lighting the tree 

and stories and song! 

Christmas Messy Church 

Thursday 18th  December 3.30 pm 

           Messy Christmas Christingle fun, with craft, activities & more!  

     Christmas Carol Service 
Sunday 21st December 5.00pm  

With Christmas lights, mulled wine, and mince pies! 

 
 
 
 



 
From Heather Lodge 
 
Tales from our campground:  Fall 
 
There's not a breath of wind so the woods are still with just the odd leaf fluttering to the 
ground. The vibrant green of early summer is being replaced with shades taken from an 
artist's palette - gold, umber, ochre, burnt orange. I'm sitting by our fire pit listening to three 
Crows having a very heated discussion indeed. Maybe I'm disturbing them as I can see them 
in the trees close by. The Robin is doing his best to drown them out by singing as loud as he 
can, embarrassed perhaps at over-hearing the quarrel. In the distance, I can hear the deer. 
They have obviously been through the campsite quite recently - it doesn't take much forensic 
analysis to follow the trail of their footprints in the damp earth. 
 
Conditions are ideal for mushrooms and toadstools. They are plentiful this year. I counted 11 
varieties on our pitch alone. They range from the shy, delicate ones to the brassy penny 
buns and the fiery fly agaric. You have to look carefully because most of them blend in 

beautifully with 
the undergrowth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The campsite has lost the frenetic busyness and noise that seems to come with summer 
camping. The woods feel more relaxed, slowing down to match the new rhythm of autumn 
and if that peace comes with chillier temperatures and shorter days, it certainly feels worth it. 
There is so much of God's handiwork to ponder here. 
 
Unfortunately, the day after I wrote this, I slipped and fell, spending my birthday in A&E with 
a broken collarbone instead of around the campfire as we’d planned. Fall is a season, not an 
instruction! 

Heather 
 
 
 

Tolworth luncheons at the Hogsmill 
 
Gillian has suggested the following dates to restart the luncheon club. All welcome . Please 
let Gillian know by the previous Sunday if you plan to come along. 
 

12 November  
10 December  



Gillian 

 

From Barbara Smith 
 

Now the nights are starting to ‘draw in’ it reminds me of my childhood, trudging to school 
looking for cinders, kicking up leaves and waiting to get to the warm school building.  I’m 
lucky, my school route was mostly on quiet roads, well it was the 1950’s and I lived in West 
Ewell.  Each day was another chance to discover new treasure, my route took me over a 
railway bridge, past a cricket club up to the main road, where we were met by the School 
Patrol man, he seemed very old to me then but I was only a child, so most adults looked old 
to me then. 
 
Crossing the road led me towards a small stand of trees, more leaves to rustle through or 
even Conkers to find, if the boys hadn’t got there first.  School was up an alleyway, then 
across the road - where the playground beckoned.  We had a climbing frame in the school 
playground and if it wasn’t too cold we would have a quick play on that.  The fact the metal 
was cold didn’t seem to matter, you were just having fun with friends. 
 
Those were the days I loved the most and I still do, my favourite thing to do at this time of 
year is to find a pile if fallen leaves and trudge through them – some things never change! 
 I’m still a big kid at heart. 

Barbara 

 

 

Roger Fenn’s November Quiz – Minor Prophets 

 

We mostly remember the Minor Prophets for their well known sayings. Who spoke the following 

words? 

 

1. “I will pour out my spirit on all people”. 
 
2. “What does the Lord require of you but to live justly,love mercy and walk humbly with 
 your God?”  
   
3 “Rejoice greatly daughter of Jerusalem – see your King comes to you – gentle and 
 riding on a donkey”. 
 
4. “I was neither a prophet nor a prophet’s son, but the Lord called me – go, prophesy 
 to my people Israel”. 
 
5.  “They are a law unto themselves”. 
 
6. “But as for me, I am filled with the spirit of the Lord and with justice and might”. 
 
7.  “See, I will send my messenger who will prepare the way before me”. 
 
8 “When Israel was a child, I loved him. How can I give you up, Ephraim”? 
 



9. “The Lord your God is with you. He is mighty to save. 
 
10. “The Lord is good – a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust him”. 
 

 
Roger’s November Quiz – Minor Prophets - Answers 

 1 Joel  2 v 28    6. Micah  3 v 8 
 
 2. Micah  6 v 8    7. Malachi 3 v 1 
  
 3. Zechariah 9 v 9    8. Hosea  11 v 1/8 
  
     
 4.  Amos  7 v 14/15   9. Zephaniah 3 v 17 
 
 5. habakkuk 1 v 7    10. Nahum 1 v 7 

  
    
 

 
 

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  
 

 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 
 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers   020 394 0229 
 
 Treasurer   
 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 
 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 
 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 
 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 
 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 
 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 
 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 
 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 
 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 
 Finance & Property  Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook 
 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Worship at Tolworth 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 

 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 
 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      
  
     
          Serving Elders       Mr D Bennett, Mr A. Chan, Mrs M Fleming,  
      Mrs G.Jones, Ms H.Lodge , Mr G.Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    
          Management   Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 

Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs B Kelly       
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones   
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming   
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

  Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

