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From our Minister

Dear friends October 2025

Many children and students have now returned to school and colleges to study and prepare
for their next examinations and qualifications. Maybe some of you sigh with relief that such
days are over!

Seventy-two new interest badges were introduced for Guiding in 2025. This means girls can
now study and “get grooving”, earn badges in “mechanics” and “entomology” (is that words
or worms) and “fandom” presumably focusing on what or whom you are a fan of! A new,
exciting wider range of study has opened for girls in guiding!

In Pilots, the URC children’s organisation, the children study and earn “crests”. They have
for many years had a “create your own” crest for children to introduce a skill or a theme for
themselves and earn a crest! | think the new Guiding system is introducing something
similar. So, URC are ahead of the game again! Also, at Tolworth PILOTS, the children
physically make the badges they earn! This is something completely new and an idea now
being taken up by other PILOT companies. Perhaps Guiding will pick up on this idea too.

These activities and awards for children and young people are important. | am afraid that my
own formal school learning was not much to shout from the school roof about. | seemed to
be more engaged and successful in my achievements in youth club’s activities and faith
communities. For example, the Duke of Edinburgh awards scheme. For some reason during
club first aid classes | learnt and can still recall all the bones of the human body, but can
remember nothing from biology in the classroom.

But in all this talk of learning we know that education is far more than earning badges and
crests, examinations and qualifications.

You will of course have your experiences of learning and education, and | am sure may have
had some first class and inspirational schoolteachers. Formal education approaches are
more likely nowadays to push back the desks, engage together in learning, visit sites and act
out dramatic plays. These are far more beneficial approaches to learning and arguably have
been used in children’s clubs and faith community groups for many any years!

We can impart knowledge and facts and figures, reach benchmarks, scores on league
tables or we can change the way we think.

Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar.? Show me a coin which says Jesus, “who’s face is on it?”
How to enter the kingdom of heaven? Let me tell you about a gruesome mugging on a nasty
stretch of road to Jericho. What is the kingdom of heaven like? Jesus tells us, “Like a great
tree for a tiny mustard seed”. Consider the lilies of the field. Look at the sparrows. There
was a farmer, like you! A sneaky steward, you know the type. If your child asks for bread, do
you give a stone? Just stories, engaging examples, plucked out of the air.

This teaching changed the world.

Yes, education and learnings are more that qualifications and awards. It is lifelong. And it
goes on, not just in schools and colleges or even youth groups, “every day is a school day”



Time again for us to consider growing in the faith? As well as the regular bible study in Ewell
and the recent groups in Tolworth for new folk to the URC, perhaps we should look again at
a nurture group or two for us all. Look out for these opportunities again and consider again
the walk of the disciples on the Emmaus Road as the scriptures were open to them afresh.

We may also make a few of our own badges...

God bless

Roger

Tolworth Family Circle

Brian Llewellyn is in hospital with a respiratory infection. He was not at all well on Sunday
morning and was taken into Kingston Hospital in the afternoon. We hope he will soon feel
better, be able to return home and be back among us. Roger Fenn had another fall recently
and hurt his back. It is slowly improving and he still manages to get up and down stairs. We
were delighted to have Mary Wardle back among us once again after her nasty accident and
It has been good to have Brenda Kelly back on the last few Sundays and to see that her
mobility is gradually improving. Joan Burnett has not been too well lately. We hope things will
improve for her soon. We also miss Margaret Taylor who has not been able to come to
church for some time.

We ask God’s blessing on all these friends and pray that they may all be back among us
soon.

Moira

Harvest at Tolworth

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Harvest celebrations. Heather led our morning
worship with an inspiring service and the church was beautifully decorated. Gillian made a
lovely floral arrangement in the chancel and a splendid harvest display in the vestibule.
Several people filled vases with flowers to decorate the window sills so thank you to
everyone involved. Thanks too for the great collection of food for the Food bank. The lunch
which followed was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and the variety of food to choose from
was amazing. W e must thank Gillian who worked so hard arranging it all and Heather who
was very involved too. Thanks to all who washed up and dried afterwards and cleared
everything away, swept floors etc. not forgetting those who helped set up tables the evening
before. It was good to see everyone working together to make such a successful day.

Moira



October 2025 Diary for Tolworth
Wednesday 1t  10.00am Playtime
Sunday 5t 10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Carol Clack
Monday 6t 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 8"  10.00am Playtime
12.30pm Lunch club

Sunday 12t 10.30am Communion service led by our Minister

Monday 13t 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 15" 10.00am Playtime

Thursday 16" 3.30pm Messy Church

Sunday 19t 10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Barbara Pearson
12.00pm Elders’ meeting
6.30pm Evergreen service

Monday 20" 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 22" 10.00am Playtime

Sunday 26t  10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister including the baptism
of Idia Ebohon

November

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Heather Lodge

October family news from London Road, Ewell

Our September Friendship Hour took the form of a fundraising afternoon tea for Macmillan
Cancer Support. Our usual gathering was supported by friends from Tolworth church, from
the Veterans Group, and from St. Mary’s Church, and over £200 was raised from donations,
a raffle and a bring-and-buy stall. We even sold a picture off the wall! Thanks to everyone
for their donations, hard work and for coming along to support such a worthy cause.

Our newly decorated premises have been much admired by all users of our halls, and we
continue to thank everyone involved in facilitating the work, particularly our Minister who
project managed the whole enterprise.



We have welcomed a part-time administrator to help with the day-to-day running of our
premises, and to use her technical skills in the service of our church.

On 27" September we were invited to a tea party by the members of the
Brazilian/Portuguese church who worship in our church on Saturday evenings. There was
very good attendance from both our congregations, and we shared food and fellowship.
We hope this is the beginning of a closer relationship between us.

Barbara

October 2025 Diary for London Road, Ewell

Sunday 5™ 10.30 am  Morning worship, conducted by Revd Roger Jones,
celebrating Harvest, to include Holy Communion.
To be followed by Church Meeting.

Tuesday 7t 12.30 pm  Soup Lunch at the church, all welcome.
Names to Anne & Dennis Sexton.

Sunday 12t 10.30 am  Morning worship, conducted by Ms. Katrina
Clifford

Monday 13t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Sunday 19t 10.30 am  Morning worship, led by Revd Roger Jones

Sunday 26t 10.30 am  Morning worship, led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Monday 27t 12.30 for 1 Bible Study led by Revd Barbara Pearson

Thursday 30t 2- 3 pm Friendship Hour will be a concert of music,
poetry and song in the church. All friends very
welcome.

November

Sunday 2nd 10.30 am  Morning worship, conducted by Revd Roger Jones,

including the celebration of Holy Communion



From Revd Roger

The Psalm 8:2 Dialogues

Out of the mouths of babes and infants... we know there were plenty of children
around Jesus when he walked the earth. Jesus sat with them, picked them up,
blessed them, healed. Did he play? joke with them? learn from them...? of course he
did. Like everyone else encountering children.

| wonder what a child’s dialogue about these encounters with Jesus may have been.
How would a child have made sense of the stories, the healing, the teaching? Did
they misunderstand. Misinterpret the signs. Think of themselves. Enjoy the moments.
Learn something new. Of course they did. Like everyone else encountering Jesus.
Over the next few months in CONCORD, you will find possible dialogues by children
who possibly encountered Jesus and put their own child-like spin on the special
moments. Enjoy.

Don’t be surprised if you hear some of these again on a Sunday morning

Climbing trees Luke 19; 1-9

| like climbing trees . I'm real good at it! All sorts. Tall ones and wide ones. Mostly tall
ones! | can tread carefully on the thin branches. Only ever fell out once. Yer, | love
tree climbing.

When I'm in a tree | feel on top of the world. Like | own it all. Looking down and
watching everything and everyone.

You know you can see for miles. See all the sheep and shepherds wandering.
Sometimes the armies go racing across the fields leaving a trail of dust. Or... in the
branches and on the leaves, you can watch the little insects and bugs scurrying
around looking busy!

I've even seen a birds nests with little chicks waiting for their mummy bird. She must
have been out getting lunch. | can watch them for ages. But | didn’t touch. | left them
to it.

Mum gets a bit nervous of my tree climbing. She says I’'m really going to hurt myself
one day. But | tell her | am ok. Safe as houses. Mum says if I've time to climb trees |
got time to earn a few pennies for my keep — mum and dad are really poor. “What do
you get for all that climbing? That won’t pay any bills,” she’d say.

Well, this one day, | was up the sycamore. My favourite by the road. There were
some crowds around that day...along the road side.

Suddenly this bloke started jumping up on the low branches of my tree. He was
struggling and he wasn’t used to it. But he managed to grab one of the stumps and
haul himself up to the next level. He stopped panting for a while then looked up and
saw me.

He looked a bit embarrassed if I'm honest. Grown man climbing tress. What’s he up
to?



“You need to grab hold of that branch if you want to higher,” | called. “Then you can
put your foot on that stump and push.”

“Thanks,” He gasped.
But he made it. He was just below me and started looking over the crowds. | looked
to see what he was looking at. It was some man walking on the path. The crowd was

calling out and waving

Then the man left the path and started walking towards my sycamore tree. Is it his
tree?

“O heck now we’'re in for it!” | hid in the branches.
But he called out, “Zacchaeus hurry down, | must stay at your house today.”
You could see my new friend smiling now, beaming in fact!

“Careful,” | whispered as he hurried down. Then he looked up at me and threw a
little pouch with some coins in it!

As he was walking along the road with the man, | heard him saying, “half my
possessions | will give to the poor...”

I'll give the coins to mum and say, “see what climbing trees gets you!”

Roger

From Brenda Kelly

Hi it's Peter, the sparrow reporting again. We have had a fantastic summer, with wonderful
food and an excellent bird bath which was used considerably during the hot weather. My
brothers and sisters have now left the garden and the excellent food that has been at our
disposal since spring. Also insects have been scarce so we are off to forage in the
hedgerows for berries, seeds and fruit. Just as humans do we like to celebrate Harvest and
give thanks for all the good food that we have had during the year. Ploughing the fields, and
scattering the good seed on the land ready for winter and hopefully a wonderful spring.

Peter Sparrow



From Heather Lodge

Harvest memories

The harvest service has always been
one of my favourite points in the year.
We had a harvest festival at school
but it was at church where it was
really celebrated. The URC where | |
grew up was surrounded by enough |
countryside to notice the crops |
ripening, and the abundance of fruit i ;
and vegetables growing in the
gardens - ours included.

The Minister’s wife was a professional
baker and every year she would make an impressive bread wheatsheaf that took centre
stage in the Church decorations. This photo is probably from around 1980. Pre-food bank
times, the church was filled with fresh produce with rarely a tin in sight. We would usually
contribute apples from our apple tree, Dad’s leeks, that had been exhibits in the village
flower and produce show the week before, plus assorted vegetables such as beetroot and
cabbage. After the service, all the produce would be carefully and beautifully boxed up and
wrapped in cellophane to distribute to those known to be in need around the village.

On the Saturday evening before the Harvest service we held a harvest supper, with baked
potatoes followed by homemade apple pies. After supper, the tables would be cleared and
the seats rearranged for the entertainment, often in the form of a film. On one memorable
occasion the Church hall was out of commission and we were obliged to traipse the full
length of the high street to the Village Hall for our harvest supper - about as far away as you
could get from the Church and no doubt with much grumbling involved. Unlike the familiar
surrounds of the Church Hall, the Village Hall always seemed a vast, cavernous space to me
as a child, My dislike of the building was compounded that year by the film that was shown -
The Mayflower story. | was only 7 or 8 years old and | remember being petrified that | would
have to sail in such a boat.

So, seeing the foyer decorated so beautifully decorated for our Harvest service at Tolworth,
with the Sanctuary filled with flowers that so many people contributed, and the table full of
donations that will make so much difference to those in need in our community, | am once
more reminded of the need to celebrate another year’s harvest - thankful both for our food
supplies and for friends with whom we can share a meal.

Tolworth luncheons at the Hogsmill

Gillian has suggested the following dates to restart the luncheon club. All welbcome . Please
let Gillian know by the previous Sunday if you plan to come along.

8 October
12 November
10 December




Gillian

Musings

Did you think we’d be like this,
As year succeeds to year?
Did you think old age would come,
And whisper in your ear?

“You can't lightly mount the stairs,
Run to catch a bus.

You can’t message on your phone,
Not without a fuss.

You can’t open tins and cans
Without the handy gripper,
Don't feel safe in shoes with heels,
Much prefer a slipper?”

Ah well, that may all be true,
From outside I look old,
But in my mind I'm still that girl,
Cheeky, bright and bold.

Never think, “I've had my time -
Nothing new to do” -
Life can still surprise us all -
Me - and you — and youl!

Barbara Pearson (Merritt, 1952)




CAMEOQO

New daytime group for older adults

CE EO 3rd Wednesday of the month 2-4pm

15 October, 19 November &
17 December

Come along to a warm and Friendly social

S \é/e environment For conversation,
H refreshments, activities and more

Find out more at
emmanueltolworth.org.uk/cameo/
020 8390 2372

Emmanuel Church Tolworth
1 Grand Ave, Surbiton, KT5 9HU

Message from Kingston Food Bank

We invite you to join us in creating pathways of hope for our community by supporting
Kingston Foodbank on an ongoing basis. By collecting essential non-perishable food items
within your congregation, you can help us meet a growing need. Between Match 2024 and
April 2025 we provided food to over 12 000 individuals in Kingston.

Our mission goes beyond providing food; we aim to uplift those in need by helping them find
a way out of crisis. With your support, we can continue to guide individuals from food
insecurity to becoming members of our Kingston Pantry, offering them a chance to regain
independence, dignity, and build resilience.

We believe in a future where everyone has the opportunity to thrive, and you can be a vital
part of our vision to 'Step In, Stand With, and Strengthen' our community. To help make your
contribution easier, we can provide a collection crate, poster, and small 'shopping lists' for
your congregation.

This October, as we celebrate Harvest Festival, we reflect on the blessings we receive and
the opportunities we have to share with those in need. It's a time to give thanks for the
abundance we have and extend that generosity to others. If you are able to collect for
Kingston Foodbank during this meaningful time, please find attached our Harvest Festival
package.

“For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in.” - Matthew 25:35

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Tolworth collection on Harvest Sunday



From Barbara Smith

Having been away in Hemsby, Norfolk for a long period of time it is now time to come home.
We’ve watched harvest in action, a dramatic rescue at sea by our local independent lifeboat
and lovely fireworks from the beach during the school holidays.

Whilst we’'ve been here we have also celebrated a milestone Wedding Anniversary,
celebrated with friends we have made here both before and on the day. One thing especially
stands out for both of us - the beautiful flowers which decorated the church, in our absence -
our grateful thanks to Gillian Jones for doing this for us both and for the photograph she
shared with us

Now I'm looking forward to the future with optimism, being away has given me a chance to
recharge and recover - a chance once again to worship with everyone and get back into a
routine | have missed so much.

Barbara

From Heather Lodge

Tales from our campground: 33 The wild side

September’s Evergreen service reflected on the wild side of God which made me think of
some of our experiences at camp.

Weather dictates much about our camping experiences. Apart from our named storms, we
have also camped through biblical downpours, much thunder and some spectacular lightning
displays. So far this year, we have had unnaturally dry camps but we still have one camp to

go....

A few years ago we were returning from a day out in Hastings when a storm broke over the
sea. It followed us back to Battle and, just as we stepped off the train, lightning struck the
signals at the station and all trains ceased. By the time we made it to our pitch at 10pm,
huge raindrops were falling and thunder was rolling through the woods. Lightning soon split
the sky between the trees and for half an hour the storm raged overhead. So loud it drowned
all talk. We kept dry under our tarp, lit a fire and took comfort in mugs of tea as we, the
mouse and a couple of toads watched the rain fall in sheets around us. Sometime after
midnight the storm ended as abruptly as it began.

A storm out in the woods isn’t something you forget. While a tent is not necessarily
recommended as the best place to be if there is lightning, under a tarp in a wood where you
are definitely not the tallest object isn’t too bad. It is at least safer than being pitched in the
middle of a field. We could take action if floods threatened or the tents were damaged. The
danger of a falling limb or tree is a risk but you learn to gauge which trees may have widow-
makers among their branches.



Being outside in the midst of a storm, rather than huddled deep in my sleeping bag, changed
the experience from scary to awe-inspiring. God’s power and might witnessed in full. The
wild side, not just of camping, but of a faith in God beyond the safety of church walls.

Heather Lodge

Roger Fenn’s October Quiz — Jeremiah

Like Thomas In John’s Gospel Jeremiah has gained an undeserved reputation when, in fact,
both were loyal to their calling and witness. Today, we look at Jeremiah’s call in chapter one.

1.

2.

10.

Name Jeremiah’s father?

Where did his priestly family live?

Who was King when God first called him?

What did God initially say to Jeremiah?

What was Jeremiah’s response?

How did God react?

How did Jeremiah know that his preaching would come directly from God?
What ministry did God give to Jeremiah?

Name the two visions God gave to him to confirm his calling and ministry?

What figurative protection did God give Jeremiah to calm his fears?

Our Church

Our church is the place where we worship,
Turning our thoughts to our Lord,
We pray and we praise,
Our voices we raise,



And we ponder again on God’s word.

Our church is the place where we gather
To share times of fun and of play;
We paint and we sing,

Our stories we bring,

And meet with our friends on the way.

Our church is the place we find comfort,
When life can feel humdrum and sad.
A welcoming smile,

A chat for a while,

Can make us think “Things aren’t so bad”.

Our church is the place where God meets us,
And steadies our stumbling feet.
He wants us to grow,
His love fully know,
Till in glory in heaven we meet.

Barbara Pearson
Roger’s October Quiz - Answers

Hikiah v1
Anathoth v 1
Josiah v2
| set you aside from conception V5
I’m only a child and can’t speak V6
Go wherever | send you v7
God touched his mouth v9
Uproot, tear down, destroy, overthrow, v 10

build, plant v 10
Almond branch — cooking pot V 11/13

Fortified city — bronze pillar — iron wall V18



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister Revd Roger Jones 0208 393 4270
rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Treasurer Mr G Stock
Serving Elders Mr D Bennett, Mr A. Chan, Mrs M Fleming,

Mrs G.Jones, Ms H.Lodge , Mr G.Stock,
Mrs K Woolard,

Management Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Committee Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker Mrs J. Marsh 8399 3926
Flower Secretary Mrs B Kelly

Halls Letting Officer Mr S. Heath

Junior Church Mrs B Kelly
Magazine Editor Mr | Fleming
Magazine Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Organist --

Pilots Mrs G Jones
Playtime Mrs M Fleming
Youth Worker Miss Carys Kelly
Rainbows Ms Kirsten Cook
Brownies Ms Michelle Nicholls
Guides Mrs J Pelham

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Minister
Secretary
Treasurer

Serving Elders

Revd Roger Jones

Morning Worship at 10.30

020 8393 4270

Mrs Pamela Galliers

Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping

Mrs. B. Williams

Flower rota Mrs. P. Galliers

Lettings Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Organist Vacant

Safeguarding Mr. D. Mugridge

Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki

Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property
Synod Rep.

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook
Miss Rosemary Holmes



