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From our Minister

Dear friends December 2025

It always feels a little early in the December Concord to wish you all a Happy Christmas! |
am also writing this at the beginning of November as | will be away for the final two weeks.

Furthermore, as a religious and Christian faith institution, the Church according to the
Lectionary and Christian tradition we're not supposed to sing carols or get all Christmassy
until after the sun goes down on December 24th.

So as usual in the first few weeks of December just to get us in the mood for celebrating
Jesus' birth, we begin at the start of the month with a few words from Jesus immediately
before his death. Sigh. Not the best way to begin a Christmas letter. But maybe we should
think on Advent for a moment first! At least we can try to stay true to Christian Tradition and
not jump straight into Christmas carols every Sunday throughout Advent.

"Advent" means "arrival." And so, the Season of Advent is a time of preparation and
anticipation for the arrival of Jesus. But not just preparation and anticipation for celebrating
the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day. We are also reminded in this Season of Advent to get
ready for the arrival of Jesus on that day when our prayer - "Your will be done on earth as it
is in Heaven" - is finally realized.

We are awaiting the arrival of December 25th to celebrate the past, the birth of Jesus and
also the arrival of a future that has already been prepared for us, and is on its way, but
whose date no one knows.

The gospel of Matthew readings at the beginning of ADVENT, for example are teachings
from Jesus immediately before his betrayal, arrest, torture and brutal execution.

These final words of Jesus follow a pattern in many cultures where those near death are also
nearer to the life to come.

Where for many, folk do not wish to think on death and dying; where there is often an
impenetrable boundary between life and what is to come; those close to death, themselves
and loved ones, are more able to sense what lies beyond and ahead and can tell those
being left behind what to expect for the future and how to deal with what will happen. And of
course, the events of the world now and for many personal experiences during the year that
that has just gone, reminds us that for a lot of folk Christmas is not all tinsel and tree
decorations, parcels and presents, fun and films.

Our faith even at Christmas is one of depth and discerning. Jesus speaking of his own
suffering and death indicates to us that following Jesus, even as a cute baby, who “no crying
he makes” (unlikely) is not saccharine or sentimental.

So, the words we sing in Christmas carols, of hope, joy, peace and love, as well as noel,
angels and faith, of the shepherds and the wise, all speak of something beyond ourselves.
Something we cannot touch or see. They speak to the adults as well as the children. They
speak of jolly jesting and jingles bells. But also, of sadness and suffering.

My wishing you a happy Christmas is all of this.



And, | am comfortable with singing a few carols before 24" December. | know you like
singing Carols. It is likely that it was only in in Victorian era that we began singing Christmas
carols before Christmas Eve and New year. How did this creep happen? | can imagine a
similar thing to the John Lewis Shopping Syndrome today as adverts for Christmas start in
October. | can imagine early Victorians complaining Christmas getting earlier every year.

“They are singing Christmas Carols already and its only mid-December!”
But then, with so many wonderful carols, when would we get to sing them. Perhaps we
should entertain the idea of 79 Lessons and Carols! (that is the number of carols in Rejoice

and Sing). They would only take ten or twelve hours.

But let us hope, pray and act to ensure the words and the carols of Christmas are lost to
sentimentality but truly reflect Gods love in the child Christ.

Wishing you a joyful and happy Christmas, in whatever way you celebrate, really!

Roger

Tolworth Family Circle

Brian Llewellyn had another trip to hospital with breathing difficulties but is home again.
Lesley Menneer is in hospital with lung problems and Eloise Ebohon is not very well and had
to postpone Idia’s baptism. Heather Lodge had a nasty fall while camping and has broken
her clavicle. She is in a lot of pain and not able to do much. Mary Carvalho is also poorly and
is having various tests.

We remember all these friends and hope things will soon improve for them all.

Moira



December 2025 Diary for Tolworth
Monday 1st 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 3™  10.00am Playtime
Sunday 7t 10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Carol Clack
Monday 8h 5.30pm Pilots
Wednesday 10" 10.00am Playtime
Sunday 14" 10.30am Communion service led by Revd Barbara Pearson
Monday 15t 5.30pm Pilots

Wednesday 18" 10.00am Playtime
12.30pm Lunch at Hogsmill

Thursday 19"  3.30pm Messy Church

Sunday 21st  10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister

6.30pm Evergreen service
Thursday 25t% Christmas Day
10.00 Christmas Worship led by our Minister and

Sunday 28t 10.30am Morning worship led by Mr Mark Dennis

Family news from London Road, Ewell

It was with sadness that we heard of the death of John Stewart, who for many years played
an active role in the life of Ewell Congregational Church and then Ewell United Reformed
Church, as an Elder, youth leader, minibus driver and choir member. His wife, Margaret, was
also a great worker for the Lord. We will remember them with fondness and gratitude, and
offer our condolences to John’s family.

Our October Friendship Hour was a very happy occasion, shared with members from both
Tolworth and Ewell churches and friends from the Veterans Club. It included musical items
from Dennis and Rob, recitations and sketches from members, and plentiful tea and cakes.
“Something similar” will be happening on 11t December, and will include singing of favourite
carols.

Our clearing out process continues, together with replacing noticeboards and signs, and
installing new storage racks.



We were delighted to welcome Angie Monk into membership at our October Church Meeting.
Angie has worshipped with us for several years, and has been a great supporter of all our

church activities

Our friend Beryl Williams has moved permanently to Rosebery Manor Care Home, 458
Reigate Road, Epsom, KT18 5XA. Tel: 01372 542844. She will be happy to hear from

friends.

December diary for London Road, Ewell URC
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Church Lunch at Superfish, names to Pamela
Galliers, all friends welcome.

Decorate the church for Advent, offers of help
welcomed

Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson, all friends

welcome

Morning Worship including Holy Communion,

Led by Revd Roger Jones, to be followed by church
Meeting

Morning Worship led by Dr. Nick Mayhew-Smith
Morning Worship led by Revd Roger Jones

Bible Study - To be confirmed

Family Christingle, everyone welcome

Christmas Day worship, arranged by Revd Roger
Jones

Morning Worship led by Revd Bill Thomas

Friendship Hour, with music, carols and
Christmas readings, all friends welcome



From Revd Roger

The Psalm 8:2 Dialogues

Out of the mouths of babes and infants... we know there were plenty of children
around Jesus when he walked the earth. Jesus sat with them, picked them up,
blessed them, healed. Did he play? joke with them? learn from them...? of course he
did. Like everyone else encountering children.

| Wonder what a child’s dialogue about these encounters with Jesus may have been.
How would a child have made sense of the stories, the healing, the teaching? Did
they misunderstand. Misinterpret the signs. Think of themselves. Enjoy the moments.
Learn something new. Of course they did. Like everyone else encountering Jesus.

Over the next few months in CONCORD, you will find possible dialogues by children
who possibly encountered Jesus and put their own child-like spin on the special
moments. Enjoy.

Don’t be surprised if you hear some of these again on a Sunday morning...

Watching and waiting Luke 2; 21-40

My great uncle Simeon often popped in to see mum and dad. Then sometimes
he offered to take me to the temple.

Barbarahink that sounds boring for a kid. My mates all did. But | thought it
was great.

We would go and see the old lady Anna. She was always in the temple...in the
same old chair. “Watching and waiting,” she’d say “Watching and waiting”.
“That’s praying and waiting,” said Great uncle Simeon.

As we walked along great Uncle Simeon would tell me the stories of the people
in the desert escaping from Egypt. How they moaned and grumbled and
saying how much better they would all be if they went back to captivity. But the
best of them would be waiting and watching and helping everyone through the
bad times. “See! Watching and waiting,” Said Great uncle Simeon.

“‘And praying,” I'd say. “Yes,” he'd say, “and praying.”

| liked visiting the temple to see Anna. Uncle Simeon and her would chat and
laugh. Tell more stories of when they were children. They were a right pair.
You should hear what they got up to. All the things they used to do. It was a
shame to see Anna, stuck in old age in the temple like this, not being able to do
all the things she used to do. | said to her once, “ | bet that really ticks you off,”

“‘Not at all,” she said “We are all and always useful. Praying is all | can do now
but nothing is more important than that. Watching and waiting. Watching and
waiting.” | looked up at Great uncle Simeon and smiled.

Then she said a little prayer and we would all feel better.



Well, this particular day a young girl came into the temple with a baby in her
arms. There was man with them. The baby’s father, | guess. They came to the
altar, as you do with a new baby.

Simeon took one look...stood up and looked down at Anna, utterly astonished.
She was beaming as if she had seen an angel come down and was whispering
in her ear.

Simeon took the child in his arms, from the mother. He said something about
how he had seen the people’s glory and he could now, “leave in peace.”

He turned and showed the baby to Anna. | thought she was speechless. But
then she said that loveliest prayers of praise | have ever heard or ever heard
since!

Anna passed away a few weeks later. And Uncle Simeon a few months after
that.

But watching and waiting became my watch words. | wondered if I'd ever see
that baby again. He seemed really special. “Watch and wait”, | guess, and pray.

Roger

From Brenda Kelly

Hallo everyone

This morning it snowed, it was sooo cold There was plenty of food for me and my friends but
the bird bath was frozen solid so getting a drink was impossible. Then the lady came out and
took out the ice, scrubbed the bath out and filled it with lovely fresh water and added a
Stredent tablet which keeps the water lovely and fresh and stops it going green. | hope she
keeps an eye on it and keeps it ice free. Now the temperature has risen so the problem has
gone away for the time being. It's very difficult being a sparrow in the winter, but the weather
changes all the time in England. All the bigger birds seemed to manage. The starlings are
not very friendly and fight and push their way onto the feeder. Magpies takes whole pieces
of bread and then disappear (where do they go)! The black birds are quite civilised and
friendly and let me and my friends get to the food.

What upsets me at the time of year is the robin is on all the Christmas cards. What makes
them so important other than the fact they have a lovely red breast and looks very colourful
and friendly at this time of year. Were they there at the stable when Jesus was born? There
was certainly a dove and a few of my relations were there, keeping watch over the baby
Jesus which means we can tell the story of the birth to all our friends and relations. My
cousin is due to be on Who Do You Think You Are, and that proves that we were there!!!

Happy Christmas to everyone
Love Pete



Tolworth United Reformed Church

(ON THE CORNER OF EL&AR AVENUE AND RAEBURN AVENUE)

Christmas worship 2025

With Junior church

Sunday 30* November
Advent Sunday Worship 10.30am

Sunday 30* November
Tree Lighting Service 4.00pm

Sunday 7th December
Morning worship 10.30am

Sunday 14" December
Morning Worship 10.30am

Thursday 18" December
Messy Christmas Christingle 3.30pm

Sunday 215t December
Morning Worship 10.30am

Sunday 215t December
Carol Celebration 5.00pm

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 10.00AM

Sunday 28" December
Morning Worship 10.30am

Everyone is invited. Please join us.



50 Lowovrow

(Lowon R, K17 28¢)
Christmas

in Jondon 2oad

Advent 1 Sunday
30" November Advent Sunday Worship 10.30am
Advent 2

Sunday 7™ December Morning Worship 10.30am
Thursday 11" December Christmas Tea 2pm
Advent 3
Sunday 14" December Morning Worship 10.30am
Advent 4
Thursday 21* December Carol Service 10.30am

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIFP 10.30AM

Sunday 28™ December Morning Worship 10.30am
E VERYONE 19 INVITED, PLEASE TOIN US,




ToLWORTH UNITED Rerormer CHURCH

Jvee /,1ghting
Sunday
30" NVovember 4.00 pm

Come and join the celebration, lighting the tree
and stovies and song!

Christmas YYessy Church
T hursday 18" December 3.30 pm

Messy CHRISTMAS CHRISTINGLE AUN, WITH CRAPT, ACTIVITIES ¢ MORE !

Christmas Cavol Service
SuNvay 215" Decemser 5.00em

With Christmas lights, mulled wine, and mince pies!

From Heather Lodge

Tales from our campground: Fall

There's not a breath of wind so the woods are still with just the odd leaf fluttering to the
ground. The vibrant green of early summer is being replaced with shades taken from an
artist's palette - gold, umber, ochre, burnt orange. I'm sitting by our fire pit listening to three
Crows having a very heated discussion indeed. Maybe I'm disturbing them as | can see them
in the trees close by. The Robin is doing his best to drown them out by singing as loud as he
can, embarrassed perhaps at over-hearing the quarrel. In the distance, | can hear the deer.
They have obviously been through the campsite quite recently - it doesn't take much forensic
analysis to follow the trail of their footprints in the damp earth.



Conditions are ideal for mushrooms and toadstools. They are plentiful this year. | counted 11
varieties on our pitch alone. They range from the shy, delicate ones to the brassy penny
buns and the fiery fly agaric. You have to look carefully because most of them blend in
beautifully with the undergrowth.

The campsite has lost the frenetic busyness and noise that seems to come with summer
camping. The woods feel more relaxed, slowing down to match the new rhythm of autumn
and if that peace comes with chillier temperatures and shorter days, it certainly feels worth it.
There is so much of God's handiwork to ponder here.

Unfortunately, the day after | wrote this, | slipped and fell, spending my birthday in A&E with

a broken
collarbone

instead of
around the

campfire as we’d
planned. Fall is a
season, not an
instruction!

Heather

From Barbara Smith

Now the nights are starting to ‘draw in’ it reminds me of my childhood, trudging to school
looking for cinders, kicking up leaves and waiting to get to the warm school building. I'm
lucky, my school route was mostly on quiet roads, well it was the 1950’s and | lived in West
Ewell. Each day was another chance to discover new treasure, my route took me over a
railway bridge, past a cricket club up to the main road, where we were met by the School
Patrol man, he seemed very old to me then but | was only a child, so most adults looked old
to me then.

Crossing the road led me towards a small stand of trees, more leaves to rustle through or
even Conkers to find, if the boys hadn’t got there first. School was up an alleyway, then
across the road - where the playground beckoned. We had a climbing frame in the school
playground and if it wasn’t too cold we would have a quick play on that. The fact the metal
was cold didn’t seem to matter, you were just having fun with friends.

Those were the days | loved the most and | still do, my favourite thing to do at this time of
year is to find a pile if fallen leaves and trudge through them — some things never change!
I’'m still a big kid at heart.

Barbara



Roger Fenn’s December Quiz — Minor Prophets

We mostly remember the Minor Prophets for their well known sayings. Who spoke the following
words?

1. “I will pour out my spirit on all people”.

2. “What does the Lord require of you but to live justly,love mercy and walk humbly with
your God?”

3 “‘Rejoice greatly daughter of Jerusalem — see your King comes to you — gentle and

riding on a donkey”.

4. “I was neither a prophet nor a prophet’s son, but the Lord called me — go, prophesy
to my people Israel”.

5. “They are a law unto themselves”.

6. “But as for me, | am filled with the spirit of the Lord and with justice and might”.
7. “See, | will send my messenger who will prepare the way before me”.

8 “When Israel was a child, I loved him. How can | give you up, Ephraim”?

9. “The Lord your God is with you. He is mighty to save.

10.  “The Lord is good — a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust him”.

Roger’s December Quiz — Minor Prophets - Answers

1 Joel 2v 28 0. Micah 3v8

2. Micah 6v8 7. Malachi 3v1

3. Zechariah 9v9 8. Hosea 11 v 1/8
4. Amos 7 v 14/15 9. Zephaniah 3 v 17

5. habakkuk 1v7 10.  Nahum 1v7



Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell

Minister
Secretary
Treasurer

Serving Elders

Revd Roger Jones

Morning Worship at 10.30

020 8393 4270

Mrs Pamela Galliers

Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams

Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Housekeeping
Flower rota

Lettings

Organist
Safeguarding
Deputy safeguarding
Commitment for Life
Pulpit Supply
Friendship Hour
Lunch Club

Bible Study

Finance & Property
Synod Rep.

Mrs. B. Williams

Mrs. P. Galliers

Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton
Vacant

Mr. D. Mugridge

Nobuko Tsuyuki

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson

Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton

Revd B Pearson

Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook
Miss Rosemary Holmes



Sunday Worship at Tolworth

Morning Worship at 10.30

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640%# - remember the #)

Computer link https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

31 Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm

Minister Revd Roger Jones 0208 393 4270
rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk

Secretary Mrs M Fleming

Treasurer Mr G Stock

Serving Elders

Management
Committee

Mr D Bennett, Mr A. Chan, Mrs M Fleming,
Mrs G.Jones, Ms H.Lodge , Mr G.Stock,
Mrs K Woolard,

Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath,
Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives

Caretaker Mrs J. Marsh 8399 3926
Flower Secretary Mrs B Kelly

Halls Letting Officer Mr S. Heath

Junior Church Mrs B Kelly
Magazine Editor Mr | Fleming
Magazine Secretary Mrs M Fleming
Organist --

Pilots Mrs G Jones
Playtime Mrs M Fleming
Youth Worker Miss Carys Kelly
Rainbows Ms Kirsten Cook
Brownies Ms Michelle Nicholls
Guides Mrs J Pelham


https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853

