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Guess who came to Playtime at Tolworth? 
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 From our Minister  
            
Dear friends            January 2026 

 
I have said it before, but it is worth repeating. If you are thinking of making new year’s 
resolutions my spiritual advice is to refrain!    

It is of course worthy and wholesome to try to make some little improvements in terms of diet 
or behaviour.  But in the event of one not keeping said new year’s resolution I would not 
want you to feel bereft, a failure and totally disappointed in yourself  for not achieving your 
goal.   

Equally, in the event of you succeeding I would not want you to feel bereft, a failure and 
totally disappointed in yourself for not following St Paul’s (1 Cor 4:6, 8:1) teaching by 
becoming “puffed up” with success; arrogant, proud or conceited.  Instead, Paul urged 
humility and love. That’s the message for the new year. 

However, I would acknowledge that New Year is perhaps a time for reflection and planning.  
So, the second new year message is to look forward to a time when  we can once again  
prepare ourselves and seek a fresh mission and ministry strategy for our churches. 

You may remember approximately five years ago we adapted and followed a model for our 
planning from a book by Robert Warren, Being Human, Being church. The model was called 
Healthy Church, and we developed a strategy along the lines of a number of headings.  
These were;  
 
Energised by Faith,  
Outward Looking,  
Cost of Change,  
Operating as a community,  
Inclusivity 
Do a few things well 
Seeking what God wants. 
 
The strategy for each of the churches took different turns and has been reviewed over the 
years and in the main many of the targets were achieved.  But before we get too “puffed up” 
there remains some outstanding aims yet to be achieved.  Yet we should not feel 
despondent either.  That is what a strategy is about.  Setting targets and aims, reflecting and 
rejoicing where we clearly see God’s hand and finding the gaps, where we clearly feel God’s 
nudging. 

On a personal note, my hours will be reduced in 2026 as come February I reach retirement 
age.  However, because the church meetings have endorsed (for the moment) my continued 
ministry there is still some work for me to do in the pastorate, so we are not leaving yet! 

The time has come (reflecting the Christmas morning message) to review, refresh or even 
rewrite write the strategy over the coming months.  Again, we can engage in ministry and 
mission planning, most importantly seeking to discover what God is saying to our churches.  
(Revelation 3;22). I will seek to begin this process in the New Year.  Now it is in writing I am 
committed. 



I can hear you saying, “surely Roger this is a new year’s resolution?” Sounds like it doesn’t 
it?  Well let’s have a go and look after one another. I am sure failure and success go hand in 
hand and that God also  will be there offering a greater guiding hand through it all, again. 

God bless             Roger
    Tolworth Family Circle 

Our dear friend, Lesley Menneer passed away on 8th December. Lesley had suffered with 
Parkinson’s Disease for several years and bravely continued with all her church duties as 
often as she could. She was one of our Elders and was always willing to help with anything 
she could manage. She attended Church as often as she could until she had to go into the 
care home. Lesley was also a Brownie Leader for many years and later became a member 
of the Trefoil Guild. She will be fondly remembered by us all. Her funeral service will be held 
on Monday 12th January, in the church at 11.30am.  
 

Paul Craven and Sid Heath have both had cataract operations recently which we hope will 
improve their vision. Chris Shepherd has not been very well lately with gastric problems and 
Heather Lodge’s shoulder is still causing pain and making things difficult for her. Let us pray 
that all these friends will soon feel better.  

   
Christmas 

 
Thank you to all those who helped to decorate our church for Christmas. Gillian created the 
theme of Love, Joy, Peace and Joy which was echoed on our windows and on the pulpit. 
The sun even shone in the vestibule and created the words of our theme on the wall inside 
the vestibule in shadows. A team of helpers decorated the Christmas trees and the crib 
scene etc. The new lights on the tree outside were very successful and hopefully will stay on 
the tree through many years to come.   Thank you to all who helped with refreshments at the 
Tree Lighting and Carol Services which both went very well. The children of Junior Church 
read the lessons and the adults dressed up for the Nativity tableau for the Carol Service. The 
collections for Christian Aid from these services amounted to £96.15. Thank you to all who 
contributed.  

 Moira 
Family news from London Road, Ewell 

 
Special thanks to Rosemary for once again working her magic on the Advent wreath which 
was beautiful and much admired. Also for her excellent choice of candles, which meant no 
anxious glances as the weeks went by! We are also very grateful to the friends who gathered 
on Saturday 6th December to decorate the sanctuary for Advent. Again, their handiwork was 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Our Administrator, Sophie, organised a Christingle service on 23rd December, which was 
enjoyed by the children and adults who attended. Two of their Christingles were added to our 
Advent decorations.   
 
Our December Friendship Hour included carol singing, meditations  and Christmas readings, 
and a great array of refreshments. We thank Dennis for organizing it, and for his musical 
input, along with his good friend, Rob. A lovely afternoon. 

Barbara 

 



January 2026 Diary for Tolworth 

 

Sunday 4th      10.30am Morning Worship led by Ms Heather Lodge 

 

Monday 5h    5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 7th   10.00am Playtime 

    

Sunday  11th    10.30am Communion service led by our Minister 

    

Monday 12th     11.30am Funeral service for Lesley Menneer   

   5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 14th   10.00am Playtime 

 

Thursday  15h 3.30pm Messy Church  

 

Sunday 18th  10.30am Morning Worship led by Mr Mark Dennis 

    6.30pm Evergreen service 

    

Monday 19th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday  21st   10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday 25th     10.30am Morning worship led by Ms Heather Lodge 

 

Monday 26h    5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 28th   10.00am Playtime 

 

February 2026 

 

Sunday 1st   10.30.am Morning worship led by Mr Mark Dennis 

 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January diary for London Road, Ewell URC 
 

Sunday 4th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Barbara 
     Pearson, to include Holy Communion 
 
Monday 5th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson.   All 
     friends warmly invited. 
 
Sunday 11th  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Dr. Nick 
     Mayhew-Smith 
 
Monday 12th  10.30 am Elders Meeting 
 
Tuesday 13th  12.30 for 1 Church Lunch at Superfish, names to Anne 
     and Dennis Sexton 
 
Sunday 18th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd Roger ones 
 
Monday 19th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, all friends warmly invited. 
 
Sunday 25th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd 
     Barbara Pearson 
 
Thursday 29th 2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, please come and join us  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Revd Roger 

The Psalm 8:2 Dialogues 

 
Out of the mouths of babes and infants… we know there were plenty of children 
around Jesus when he walked the earth. Jesus sat with them, picked them up, 
blessed them, healed. Did he play? joke with them? learn from them…? of course he 
did. Like everyone else encountering children. 
 
I Wonder what a child’s dialogue about these encounters with Jesus may have been. 
How would a child have made sense of the stories, the healing, the teaching? Did 
they misunderstand. Misinterpret the signs. Think of themselves. Enjoy the moments. 
Learn something new.  Of course they did. Like everyone else encountering Jesus. 
 
Over the next few months in CONCORD, you will find possible dialogues by children 
who possibly encountered Jesus and put their own child-like spin on the special 
moments. Enjoy. 
 
Don’t be surprised if you hear some of these again on a Sunday morning… 



 

 

A new family Matthew 2; 13-18 

 

A new family moved in next door a few weeks ago. They’re ok.  Not from around here 
I can tell.  They arrived in the middle of night mum said.  They were really dishevelled 
and dusty and weary. Mum was worried about the child with them.  
 

“Fancy bringing a child all that way in the middle of the night”.   “Maybe they had no 
choice,” said dad. 
 

They must have come a long way. They don’t speak like us, to us and look a bit 
different.  Maybe that is why they kept themselves to themselves at first.  
 

Mind you the neighbours didn’t exactly make them feel very welcome.  Mostly ignored 
them or even gave them a wide birth when they passed the new family’s  house.  You 
could see how everyone was whispering about them and pointing.  
 

The other day, I saw the little boy siting in the dirt.  So when up to him and gave my 
breakfast fig.  He smiled at me.  A “thank you,” I think.  
When I saw him the next day, I took my “catchy stone” game.  A game I’d made up 
with six little pebbles.  He giggled and laughed. He caught on really quickly. 

 When I was with some of my friends, he came over to us and started to join in.  They 
 got to like him too. After that you could often see us, all playing together in the street 
 or in the fields.   

 I think the neighbours started to soften towards this new family then as well.  Even 
 mum and she asked them in for a supper. 
 
 We found out later that it hadn’t been safe where they were living. They needed to 
 escape from some danger or another. Fancy.  This nice family having to leave their 
 home and everything they knew to go to a foreign land. I’d hate that.  And this poor kid 
 could have got hurt or worse.   
 
 They said it was all politics.  Sounds like grown ups need to have good talk to 
 themselves. 
 
 Anyway, he is welcome to come and stay with us for as long as they like!  

Roger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tales from our campground: hunkering down 

 

It is that time of year when the weather forecast makes you think twice about leaving the 

duvet, let alone about leaving the house. “The rude wind’s wild lament,” in the carol Good 

King Wenceslas, is hardly an invitation to set out into nature. Except that if you do, it can 

bring God’s majesty and power close to you in a way that is hard to describe.  

 

While we’ve not achieved a winter camp yet, the October 

storms that we have experienced seem way more memorable 

than our (rare) warm dry camps. There is something uniquely 

satisfying about sitting around a blazing campfire hunkered 

underneath a tarp that is raising the temperature to a cosy 

23C while protecting us perfectly from the winds that are 

rocking 40+ mph and chilling the temperature outside to a few 

degrees above zero.  

 

If we sit quietly with only the fire to light the darkness, small 

creatures venture out from the undergrowth to join us, 

apparently relishing the warmth. We are now used to sharing 

‘our’ space with a mouse or two, a tree rat, assorted spiders 

wanting a warm place to sleep, and a couple of toads. ‘We’ll let you camp in our woods if 

you’ll share your fire and food’ seems to be their philosophy.  

 

Before breaking my collarbone, we had been thinking of a camp over this new year. 

Epiphany focuses on the coming of light into the world and a pause for reflecting on what 

star we are really following. Creating firelight in the dark nights of January seemed a perfect 

celebration of Epiphany. Maybe next year… 

.Heather Lodge 

 

Worship series at Tolworth United Reformed Church 

 

Dear friends, 
 
For our Sunday worship  in the morning services next year we will be  doing something a 
little different.  In discussion with Mr Mark Dennis, a regular worship leader at Tolworth as 
well as around the SYNOD,  we wondered if it would be helpful to do a theme for a series of 
our acts of worship together.  
 
For two Sundays each month between January and April, just after Easter Mark and I will 
alternate (almost) leading worship on the theme of Being Church with reflection and 
reference to the Gospel of Mark.   
 
Mark’s gospel was (almost) certainly the first gospel written.  As well as being closest to the 
life of Jesus, the narratives, teachings and stories would have been verbally handed on in 
the earliest of church life and communities.   
 



You may remember a few years ago we embarked on planning and strategy using the work 
from the Robert Warrens books on spirituality and Mission in the local Church, Being 
Human, Being Church.  We have continually reviewed this strategy but it is probably good 
time to re-visit and re-do the plan and strategy again. 
 
Perhaps this worship series would be a good place to start this.  It is certainly the right way 
around.  Worship and prayer comes first, then we can together seek what God is calling us 
to again… 
 
We hope you will find the series helpful in our walk with God day by day as well as helping 
us as a faith community discern afresh  God in our midst. 

 

Sunday series at Tolworth 

 

January to April 2026 

Being Church – Lessons from Mark’s Gospel 
 

January 11  Session 1 Preparing the Way     

   Mark 1: 1-13  Isaiah 42: 1-9 

January 18  Session 2 Responding to challenges    

   Mark 2: 1-17; 23-28 Isaiah 49: 1-7 

 

February 01 Session 3 Responding to Jesus     

   Mark 3: 7-35  Micah 6: 1-8 

 

February 15 Session 4 The emerging church     

   Mark 4: 1-20  Exodus 24: 12-18 

 

[February 22 – Lent 1] 

 

March 08  Session 5 Preparation and proclamation   

   Mark 6: 1-13 Exodus 17: 1-7 

 

March 15   Session 6 Being human: the way of the Cross  

   Mark 8: 27-37   1 Samuel 16: 1-13 

 

March 22  Session 7 The Gravity of the situation    

   Mark 10: 17-31  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

[April 5 – Easter Day] 

 

April 12  Session 8 Forward in faith: the greatest commandment                              

   Mark 12: 28-34  Psalm 16: 1-11     

 
    

 



From Brenda Kelly   

 

Hallo everyone As I write this it has turned cold, but no snow is expected.  The robin is 
stropping around following his weeks of fame on Christmas cards. He his very popular, but I 
have to admit he is very friendly and does not cause a problem to me and my family/friends.  
 
There is plenty of food put out for us, the feeder is filled up daily.  The bath is a bit too cold to 
swim, but there is plenty of water to drink.  The lady in the house was told that birds liked 
currants -  not true.  Even the magpies turned their beaks up at them,   but they did enjoy the 
nuts that were put on the patio.  Bread disappears  quickly plus cheese.  
 
Pigeons seem to enjoy everything and clean up everything like a hoover.  The magpies 
arrive at breakneck speed if they see anything they like.  All the other friends are a bit more 
refined and seem to take their turn.  
 
I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and I wish you all a Happy New Year and look forward 
to catching up in 2026  
 

Love                  Peter (the sparrow)  
 

From Barbara Smith 
 
I know how hard it is to deal with loss - not just people but health as well. This last year bas 
seen many losses but also some joys. Like many others I’ll miss both Robbie White and 
Lesley Menneer, who have both had an impact on my life albeit in different ways.   
 
Robbie was a personal support at a bad time in my personal life and Lesley provided 
inspiration during my time working  with Playtime, as a provider of stamps that I could use to 
make cards for the children. 
 
I’m looking forward to the new year, a time of renewal for myself and for Gary - we have both 
faced health issues this past year but I hope and pray those dark days are behind us. 
 
My wish for 2026 is simple - peace, health and an end to conflict wherever it may be. 
 

Barbara Smith 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Roger Fenn’s January  Quiz – Revelation I 
 

The book of Revelation is complex and difficult to understand. Much of it is written in “code” 
to protect its readers from persecution. Today we look at its introduction in Chapter one. 
 
  1. Where was John when he had his vision? 
 
  2. “On which day was it? 
   
  3 how does John describe the voice? 
 
  4. What is John instructed to do? 
 
  5.  How was the figure clothed? 
 
  6.. Describe his hair. 
 
  7.  What came out of the figure’s mouth? 
 
  8 What other task was John given to do? 
 
 
 
 

Our pattern is Jesus 

 

We look for a pattern for lives that are loving, 
We look for a pattern for lives that are kind. 

Our pattern is Jesus, who strengthened the weary, 
Our pattern is Jesus, who gladdened the blind. 

 
We look for a pattern in words of the Bible, 
We look for a pattern in story and psalm. 
Our pattern is Jesus, who lifted the fallen, 

Our pattern is Jesus, who made the wild calm. 
 

God made us and loves us, God formed us and holds us, 
God shares all our struggles, our highs and our lows. 

God grants us the strength to take Christ as our pattern, 
To follow his leading wherever life goes. 

 
And then we are happy, and then we are joyful, 
And then we can cope with whatever life brings, 

Through sadness and sorrow, through times harsh and testing, 
The heart that knows Jesus still trusts and still sings. 

 

Barbara Pearson 

 

 

 

 

 



 Joan Burnett’s A to Z 
 
A Attitude Psalm 19 v 14  B Boldness Psalm 27 v 1 
 
C Courage John 1 v 19   D Discernment Phillipians 1 v 9-10 
 
E Enthusiasm Collosians 3 v 27  F Friendliness Proverbs 13 v 24 
 
G Generosity 2 Corinthians 9 v 7  H Humanity Phillippians 2 v 3-5 
 
I Initiative 1 John 3 v 18  J Joyfulness Phillippians 4 v 4 
  
K Knowledge Proverbs 18 v 15  L Listening Proverbs 12 v 15 
 
M Maturity 1 Corinthians 14 v 20 N Neighbours Mark 12 v 314 
 
O Overflow Romans 15 v 13  P Perseverance Galatians 6 v 9 
 
Q Quiet  Proverbs 29 v 11  R Respect Romans 12 v 10 
 
S Self-control 2 Peter 1 v 5-7  T Thankfulness 1Chronicles 16v34 
 
U Understanding Psalm 119 v 34-130 V Victory Psalm 18 v 29 
 
W Wisdom James 3 v 17  Y Youthfulness 1 Timothy 4 v 12 
 
Z Zeal  Romans 12 v 11 

Joan 

 
 

 

Roger’s January Quiz – Revelation I - Answers 

  1 The island of Patmos     Ch 1 v 9  
 
  2. The Lord’s Day      Ch1 v 10  
  
  3. Like a trumpet      Ch 1 v 10  
     
  4..  Write on a scroll to the seven churches   Ch 1 v 11 
 
  5. In a long robe with golden sash    Ch1 v 13 
 
  6. Like snow-white wool     Ch 1 v 14 
 
  7. A two-edged sword      Ch 1 v 16 

 
  8. Write down what you see and what is to happen Ch 1 v 19 

  
 



Sunday Worship at Tolworth 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 

 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 
 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming     

 

  

Treasurer  Mr G Stock      
  
     
          Serving Elders       Mr D Bennett, Mr A. Chan, Mrs M Fleming,  
      Mrs G.Jones, Ms H.Lodge , Mr G.Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    
          Management   Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 

Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 
 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs Mary Wardle      
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones       
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  

         Guides            Mrs J Pelham            
 
 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 
Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 

 
Morning Worship at 10.30  

 
 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 
 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    
 
 Treasurer   
 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes, Mrs. B. Williams 

 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Housekeeping  Mrs. B. Williams 
 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 
 Lettings    Mrs C Shim and Mr R Hamilton 
 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 
 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 
 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 
 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 
 Lunch Club   Mr. and Mrs. D. Sexton 
 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 
 Finance & Property  Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook 
 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


