
CONCORD 

 

 
 

Kestrel in Bushey Park 
 
 

The Monthly Magazine of 
London Road, Ewell and Tolworth 

United Reformed Churches  

 

February 2026 



 From our Minister  
            
Dear friends            February 2026 

 
February is the month that celebrates storytelling. The first week of February is National 
Story telling week to promote the oral tradition of “storytelling,” the very first way of 
communicating life’s experiences and the creative imagination.    

The first sermon of the sermon series Mark Dennis and I are delivering in Tolworth spoke of 
this tradition in the gospel of Mark.  The gospel of Mark as the earliest written gospel is not a 
history or biography. It is a collection of the stories about Jesus that were told to the early 
church, sometimes in secret amongst catacombs.  This new community wanted to know 
about Jesus’s teaching and healing and his life, joy and sadness and suffering and glorious 
resurrection.  These stories were to encourage and inspire the new followers and to worship 
God. These stories were part of their lives now.  

February is also the birth month of a great storyteller of Victorian Britain. Now who was it?  
He wrote stories about the terrible treatment of an orphan boy, who wanted more and ended 
up in the hands of child thieves.  He also wrote of a miserly old man who with all his wealth 
and not learnt about gifts of giving at Christmas.  Who the Dickens wrote these stories? Not 
to worry.  Although part of the writer’s imagination they nonetheless told the truth of suffering 
and degradation on the London streets among the poor.  This novelist brought social realism 
to the fore as his books reflected the real life of the poor in Victorian England. These stories 
were also part of their lives. 
 
Stories teach us about the world and about ourselves. They help us confront fears and how 
to dance with chaos.  They help us to step into someone’s shoes and feel empathy.  They 
can also help us to relax and, at times, escape.  They are fun. Stories have always been part 
of the human development and growth. 

Stories are great gifts.  They enrich us by stimulating imagination and exposing us to 
experiences we have never had.  Yet stories ae the threads of the ever-evolving tapestry of 
human life. 

The Early church as we heard told stories because it was part of their experience and that 
same experience in these stories is ours too. 

Of course, Jesus was a great storyteller.  Are you tired of hearing this.  What we do not hear 
so much is that he is a listener to stories too.  A religious leader, although such people had 
been critical of Jesus and he of them, tells the story of his twelve-year-old daughter in 
serious ill health.  Jesus walks with him as he could not remain unmoved by this story even 
of a potential adversary.   

At the same time, he stops to listen to a woman who had been suffering for twelve years, 
encouraging her to tell her story. She tells him what it is like living a life of rejection and 
abandonment. They are touched. 

In Luke’s gospel Jesus hears a story of a women (from the women herself or her child 
perhaps – see Psalm 9:2 Dialogues in this edition of Concord) who lost a charm of great 
sentimental value.  So, she lifted every carpet and looked in every nook and cranny  until 
she found the lost object and opened a bottle of wine and called in her neighbours to have a 



party. Jesus recounts this story in a parable  with the implicit suggestion, which must have 
upset his male followers, that God was like this woman in the way God looks for us with such 
yearning.  

Stories we share enable us to connect with others.  When told they may amuse, enlighten or 
even annoy us.  But they won’t leave us detached or neutral, whether we are telling or 
listening.  

God bless            Roger
     

Tolworth Family Circle 

Please remember Eloise Ebohon as she begins treatment after her recent surgery. We pray 
that all will go well for her, Charles and the family. Chris Shepherd is awaiting results of 
further tests which, hopefully, will be reassuring. Mary Carvalho has various health issues 
which have prevented her from coming to church. We hope she will soon feel well enough to 
visit us at Tolworth A few of our congregation have colds and coughs during this cold, damp 
weather. We hope they will all soon feel better.       

            Moira 

 

 Family news from London Road, Ewell 

We were so sad to hear that our friend Anne Sexton died on New Year’s Day.   Anne has 
worshipped with us faithfully for many years, and participated in and contributed to many 
social events.   We offer our sincerest sympathy to Dennis, and thank God for Anne’s 
presence in the life of our church. 
 

It is also with sadness that we announce the death of Jim Read on 18th January 2026.  Jim 
has been a great friend and member for many years worshipping with us faithfully, for the 
last few years online! The URC has also been grateful for his wonderful support of Mary in 
her ordained ministry. Our prayers are with his fmaily.  
 
We are delighted that Roger has applied for an extension of his ministry with us beyond his 
retirement in February.  We all appreciate his energy and commitment in the service of our 
two churches. 
 
The Portuguese!Brazilian church continues to use our premises on Saturday evenings, and 
we look forward to closer cooperation with them in the coming year in service to our local 
community. 

Barbara 

 

 
 
 



February 2026 Diary for Tolworth 

 

Sunday 1st       10.30am Morning Worship led by Mr Mark Dennis 

   12.00pm Elders’ meeting 

 

Monday 2nd     5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 4th   10.00am Playtime 

    

Sunday  8th    10.30am Communion service led by Revd Barbara Pearson 

    

Monday 9th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 11th   10.00am Playtime 

   12.30 pm Lunch at Hogsmill – all welcome  

 

Sunday 15th  10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister 

   12.00pm Church meeting 

    6.30pm Evergreen service 

    

Monday 16th      5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 18th    10.00am Playtime 

 

Sunday 22nd      10.30am Morning worship led by our Minister 

 

Monday 23rd     5.30pm Pilots 

 

Wednesday 25th   10.00am Playtime 

   6.30pm Ash Wednesday service at London Road, Ewell 

 

Thursday  26h 3.30pm Messy Church 

 

March 2026 

 

Sunday 1st   10.30.am Morning worship led by Ms Heather Lodge 

 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February diary for London Road, Ewell URC 
 

 
Sunday 1st  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd 
     Roger Jones, to include Holy Communion 
 
Monday 2nd  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson. 
     All friends welcome 
 
Sunday 8th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Revd 
     Roger Jones, to be followed by Church 
     Meeting 
 
Tuesday 10th  12.30 pm Church lunch at Superfish, names to Dennis 
     Sexton please 
 
Sunday 15th  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Dr. Nick 
     Mayhew-Smith 
 
Monday 16th  12.30 for 1 Bible Study, led by Revd Barbara Pearson. 
     All friends welcome 
 
Sunday 22nd  10.30 am Morning Worship, conducted by Revd  
     Barbara Pearson 
 
Thursday 26th 2 – 3 pm Friendship Hour, all friends welcome 
 
MARCH 
 
Sunday 1st  10.30 am Morning Worship conducted by Mr Mark 
     Dennis, to include Holy Communion 

  

 
 

 
 

From Revd Roger 
 

The Psalm 8:2 Dialogues 

 
Out of the mouths of babes and infants… we know there were plenty of children 
around Jesus when he walked the earth. Jesus sat with them, picked them up, 
blessed them, healed. Did he play? joke with them? learn from them…? of course he 
did. Like everyone else encountering children. 
 
I Wonder what a child’s dialogue about these encounters with Jesus may have been. 
How would a child have made sense of the stories, the healing, the teaching? Did 
they misunderstand. Misinterpret the signs. Think of themselves. Enjoy the moments. 
Learn something new.  Of course they did. Like everyone else encountering Jesus. 
 



Over the next few months in CONCORD, you will find possible dialogues by children 
who possibly encountered Jesus and put their own child-like spin on the special 
moments. Enjoy. 
 
Don’t be surprised if you hear some of these again on a Sunday morning… 
 

The Lost Coin Luke 15; 1-10 

 
There was no consoling her. She searched and scoured the kitchen.  Rummaged and 
ransacked the living area.  She was leaving no stone unturned. 
“Mum, you have another nine “ I said . 
“It’ll turn up,” said dad. 
Mum has had those coins for as long as I can remember.  Keeps them  safe in a little pouch. 
 
When I was really little, she would bring them out and help me learn to count with them.  I 
was the first in our gang at school to count to ten! All down to those coins.  
 
Then when I was older, she would let me play with them.  I would play “shops” and sell 
stones or the little wooden figures I had made myself from twigs.  I would count out the 
change.  Mum said I was learning then too. 
 
I would catch her looking at those coins.  She would get out the pouch.  Hold them in her 
hands.  Flip them between her fingers.  Wipe them with a cloth then place them back in the 
pouch for safe keeping. 
 
But not today it seems. “It must be here.  Where has it got to. I didn’t hear it fall. Rolled off 
somewhere.  Mind of their own these things.”   She was so funny sometimes.   
“Let’s leave her,” said dad.  “she’ll find it”. 
 
So, we left her to her rummaging, and went out for a walk. 
 
We were only fifty steps away on the road and we heard a scream and a whoop of delight.  
She came running out to all her friends working on tables in the street.  “I found it!  Come in 
and enjoy some olives and wine with me.  I want to celebrate.” 
“That’ll cost me more than that coin is worth,” said Dad.  “But she is worth every penny”. 
Then this man then approached us on the road and asked what we were laughing about.  
We told him the story. 
 
“A lost coin eh?” he mused. “I may use that. 
 

 
”The Church!  I found on Instagram, this man talking…I 
transcribed his story see what you think?  I may reflect on it in 
future magazines. 
 
A story of a man who was asked to serve coffee in Church! 

 
If I’m being honest, I never really liked the church. I didn't even really like Christians that 
much. I used to think of it like a package deal…like you get Jesus and so you get the church 
and Christian thrown in it is just part of the package and there are some things you like about 
Jesus some bits you don’t like so much .. so like the church and Christians used to find that 
a bit annoying.  But I’d turn up to church and go through it. I didn't really enjoy going to 



church and then one day I as at the back of our church in East London and someone said to 
me, “O we need help to run the coffee team .” I..I was like working a seventy eighty hour 
week…I'm like “what!” And they said, “ like yeah we really do need your help running the 
coffee team on a Sunday”  And I thought I'm a barrister not a barista. I've got a job, I don’t 
want another job running coffee.  But you know sometimes you just kind of can’t think of 
what to say so I was like OK I'll do it l;ll do it OK .  I think why did I do that. I turn up next 
week, and now trying to get like cups and everything at the coffee right.  As I handed these 
cups to people something really changed in me I found myself as I handed coffee to these 
people growing in love for them. I was like these people are amazing.  This extraordinary 
diverse community that’s been gathered from across the area…probably not another place 
that looks as diverse and integrated as this.  It is a miracle and even people I found a little bit 
more frustrating and complicated as I handed them their coffee I kind of grew in love for 
them and I kind of basically fell in love with the church and I kind of went back to the person 
who asked me to do and I said, “we need a new coffee machine… we need better 
beans…we need better mugs.  Come on these are amazing people I want this to be the best 
coffee that they get”.  You know they’re coming to church on a Sunday morning and I got 
more and more passionate…I started to build a team to serve coffee on a Sunday morning.  I 
sometimes say making coffee to change my life because I fell in love with the Church of 
Jesus Christ I didn't realise why it was special. I didn't realise why it mattered.  And as I 
made coffee for people I said the church is like the bride of Jesus Christ, the thing he gave 
himself.  The church is God's plan for the salvation of the world, there's no Plan B and God is 
going to build his church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. God is putting all his 
eggs in the church basket and I realised over those few weeks there is a beautiful thing here, 
yes it messes up yes it makes mistakes.  You'll never find a perfect church but it's a beautiful 
thing I thought that's what I want to spend my life building. 

Roger 
 
 

From Brenda Kelly 
   

So today is  Big Bird Count and just to be awkward myself and my friends are hiding. Not 
sure why just feel like it.  There is plenty of food and large pile of nuts and bread and the only 
birds showing any interest are four magpies.  They are so greedy, they pick up as much as 
they can any fly of to their friends and family.  There are a couple of pigeons, but even they 
don’t seem bothered.  
 
One piece of good news is there is a new house for the blue tits.  It is very smart and draught 
free and dry.  It was only up a short time and a blue tit came to view it.  He seem quite happy 
and has been back a few times and with luck will move in at the end of February.  I suppose 
we are quite happy at the moment feeding on berries.  Even the robin is not around this 
morning. I just hope the lady will not sulk and continue putting out food for us as we are all 
looking forward to spring and some warmer weather, plus new spring flowers showing their 
heads ready to bloom and give us hope for a lovely spring  

                Peter (the sparrow)  
 
 
 
 



London Road Ewell  
and Tolworth     

United Reformed Churches 
 

Lent Study 2026 Acts of Hope  
This Lent, journey with us through the Book of Acts and reflect on the attitudes and acts of the 

disciples that can encourage us to be bringers of hope through Holy Spirit-led attitudes and actions in 
our own age.  

 
Wednesday 25th February  6.30pm 

Ash Wednesday Service 
London Road, Ewell, KT17 2BE 

 
Tuesday 3rd March 6.30pm 

Acts of Hope Online 
  

Tuesday 10th March 6.30pm 
Acts of Hope Online 

 
Tuesday 17th  March 6.30pm 

Acts of Hope Online 
 

Tuesday 24th March 6.30pm 
Acts of Hope Online 

 
Tuesday 31st March 6.30pm 

Online 
 

 Thursday 2nd April 7.30pm 
Maundy Thursday Service  

Tolworth United Reformed Church, KT5 9JR 

On line Lent study Telephone number: 03306060403 (await instruction)                  

Access code (enter) 1529640#  (DON’T FORGET #) 

The computer link is: 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853 

Contact Rev Roger Jones 07525410083 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 

 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853
mailto:rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk


 

Tales from our campground: hunkering down 

 

Tales from our campground: pegs, poles and beams 
 
Tents fascinate us. We spend the winter looking at tents, the vast majority of which we will 

never own because they are too big, too heavy and far too expensive. Also, there are only 

so many tents you can own. Aren’t there? 

 

The Israelites in the wilderness are likely to have used tents not too dissimilar from traditional 

Bedouin tents. These were made of dried goat skin, black on the outside. Once rain swelled 

the skins, the tents would have been waterproof - much like cotton canvas tents today. 

Wooden poles and tent pegs were used to pitch the tents so that the sides could be closed 

to keep out cold desert nights and opened during the day to catch the breeze - think of 

Abraham sitting at the door to his tent when the angels visited. Carpets would be used as 

floor coverings. Such tents would be rolled up and carried by camel to the next location. 

 

Tents have become hi-tech in the intervening millennia. We own tents of two different 

materials - sil-nylon which is lightweight but sags in rain and a heavier polyester that doesn’t 

stretch. One tent has lightweight aluminium poles, the other, more fragile, fibreglass poles 

that we’re scared of breaking. We swapped to titanium tent pegs a year or so ago which has 

lightened the pack hugely. Our tents now weigh in at 4lbs each - the limit for a tent to be 

back-packable. 

 

Between creaky knees and a mending collarbone, we’ve been pondering the luxury of being 

able to stand up in a tent. We found ourselves looking at one with air beams in place of 

metal poles. The idea that you can pump air into a beam and it will hold up a tent in 45mph 

wind and rain is mind-boggling but they weigh anything from 20 - 80lbs. Where is a camel 

when you need one? 

 

.Heather Lodge 

 

Lunch dates at the Hogsmill 

 
 11th February 

11 March 

29 April 

All welcome. If you are coming please let Gillian know by the previous Sunday 

 
 
 
 



Worship series at Tolworth United Reformed Church 

 

Dear friends, 
 
For our Sunday worship on in the morning services this year we will be  doing something a 

little different.  In discussion with Mr Mark Dennis, a regular worship leader at Tolworth as 

well as around the SYNOD,  we wondered if it would be helpful to have a theme for a series 

of our acts of worship together.  

 

For two Sundays each month between January and April, until just after Easter ,Mark and I 

will alternate (almost) leading worship on the theme of Being Church with reflection and 

reference to the Gospel of Mark.   

 

Mark’s gospel was (almost) certainly the first gospel written.  As well as being closest to the 

life of Jesus, the narratives, teachings and stories would have been verbally handed on in 

the earliest of church life and communities.  

  

You may remember a few years ago we embarked on planning and strategy using the work 

from the Robert Warrens books on spirituality and Mission in the local Church, Being 

Human, Being Church.  We have continually reviewed this strategy but it is probably good 

time to re-visit and re-do the plan and strategy again. 

 

Perhaps this worship series would be a good place to start this.  It is certainly the right way 

around.  Worship and prayer comes first, then we can together seek what God is calling us 

to again… 

 

We hope you will find the series helpful in our walk with God day by day as well as helping 
us as a faith community discern afresh  God in our midst. 
 
 
 

Sunday series at Tolworth 

 

January to April 2026 

Being Church – Lessons from Mark’s Gospel 
 

January 11  Session 1 Preparing the Way     

   Mark 1: 1-13  Isaiah 42: 1-9 

January 18  Session 2 Responding to challenges    

   Mark 2: 1-17; 23-28 Isaiah 49: 1-7 

 

February 01 Session 3 Responding to Jesus     

   Mark 3: 7-35  Micah 6: 1-8 

 

February 15 Session 4 The emerging church     

   Mark 4: 1-20  Exodus 24: 12-18 

 

[February 22 – Lent 1] 



 

March 08  Session 5 Preparation and proclamation   

   Mark 6: 1-13 Exodus 17: 1-7 

 

March 15   Session 6 Being human: the way of the Cross  

   Mark 8: 27-37   1 Samuel 16: 1-13 

 

March 22  Session 7 The Gravity of the situation    

   Mark 10: 17-31  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

[April 5 – Easter Day] 

 

April 12  Session 8 Forward in faith: the greatest commandment                              

   Mark 12: 28-34  Psalm 16: 1-11     

 

 

 

I have copies of the semons used by Roger and  Mark. If you 
would like a copy(ies) please let me know 

 

 

Roger Fenn’s February  Quiz – Revelation II 
 

In Chapter Two, John is told to write a report on the progress  each of the seven churches is 
making. [like an Ofsted Report] 
 

He begins with the church in Ephesus {chapter 2] 
 
  1. He praises them with two positive points, please name them. 
 
  2. What criticism follows? 
   
  3 What punishment will they receive if they do not repent? 
 
  4. If they do repent what will be their reward? 
   
  John now writes to the church in Philadelphia [Chapter 3 v 7] 
 
  5.  How does the Spirit commend this small church? 
 
  6.. In v 10 what promise is given to the congregation? 
 
  7.  The angel also promises a visit. What must the people do in the  
   meantime? 
 
  8 What will be their reward if they remain faithful? 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

THE WEDDING FEAST 

 
(The Gospel reading for 1st January 2026) 

 
How great to be here at this wedding, 

A feast that is going just fine. 
We can share this good time with the Master, 

Just relax and eat food and drink wine. 
 

Here’s a man who’s in charge of arrangements, 
He’s worried, it’s not hard to tell. 

The Lord’s mother also looks anxious –  
Perhaps things aren’t going so well. 

 
Now his mother approaches our table, 

And the Master is asked for his aid, 
But what can he do at a wedding? 

She should share her concerns with a maid. 
 

And then we can hear what she’s saying, 
There’s a danger they’ll run out of wine. 

The shame and disgrace that would follow 
Would be hard to forget or define. 

 
      What man can say “No” to his mother? 

Jesus chooses to take on the task, 
And he offers advice to the servants, 
And his mother says, “Do as he asks”. 

 
Then they fill up great jars with plain water,  

And take to the feast host to taste. 
When he takes a great gulp of the water, 
He says that’s great wine, that’s the best. 

 
So our Master had done what you can’t do, 

Turned well water into good wine. 
He truly is somebody special, 

And this was his very first sign.  
 

Barbara Pearson 

 
 

 

 

 



 

From Barbara Smith 
 
A question - how many gas engineers does it take to fix your heating?  In my case 5. 
 
Our heating broke down just before Christmas so, call out the gas board, engineer 
pronounces ‘you  need a new pump’ - this was only replaced in March.  Second engineer 
comes out, as heating not working, again - ‘oh, he says, it wasn’t switched on fully so I’ve 
reset it for you’.   Next day, another call out, this being Christmas Eve - engineer comes out - 
his verdict is simple ‘the system needs flushing out, it’s full of muck’.  then informed by 
company ‘it can’t  be done for three weeks’.  Not impressed doesn’t cover it!  So, we were 
left a small fan heater to use in the lounge. 
 
The following week, having complained about the length of time we had to wait two more 
engineers arrive - one of whom had fitted the new pump last year!  They fixed the problem 
very quickly - an air lock due to the new pump not being in the correct position! 
 
The moral of this tale is simple - the engineer is not always right!  I think this proves it.  
 

Barbara Smith 
 

 

 

Roger’s February Quiz – Revelation Ii - Answers 

  1 Hard work Endurance     Ch 2 v 2  
 
  2. They have lost their first love.    Ch2 v 4  
  
  3. The angel will remove their lamp.    Ch 2 v 5  
     
  4..  They will eat from the tree of life in God’s garden. Ch 2 v 7 
 
  5. They have kept God’s word  and not disowned him. Ch3 v 8 
 
  6. God will keep them safe.     Ch 3 v 10 
 
  7. Ensure that no one takes away their crown  Ch3 v 11 
 

 
  8. They will be conquerors and a pillar in God’s temple Ch 3 v 12 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sunday Worship at Tolworth 

 

Morning Worship at 10.30  

(You can still join in with Roger at 10.30am on Sundays 
‘Phone: 03306 060403 with code 1529640# - remember the #) 

 

Computer link  https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853  
 

3rd Sunday of month - Evergreen Worship at 6.30pm  
 

Minister       Revd Roger Jones  0208 393 4270 

                 rjones@urcsouthern.org.uk 
 
 
Secretary  Mrs M Fleming    020 8337 8581 

 

  

Treasurer  Mr G Stock     020 8330 5492 
  
     
          Serving Elders       Mr D Bennett, Mr A. Chan, Mrs M Fleming,  
      Mrs G.Jones, Ms H.Lodge , Mr G.Stock, 
      Mrs K Woolard,  

 
    
          Management   Mr D Bennett, Mrs M Fleming, Mr S Heath, 

Committee            Mr D Knight, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr G Stock 
 
 
 

Other Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 

 
Caretaker           Mrs J. Marsh        8399 3926 

  Flower Secretary          Mrs Mary Wardle      
Halls Letting Officer          Mr S. Heath         

  Junior Church          Mrs B Kelly                
Magazine Editor          Mr I Fleming       
Magazine Secretary         Mrs M Fleming       

  Organist            -- 
Pilots            Mrs G Jones       
Playtime            Mrs M Fleming       
Youth Worker          Miss Carys Kelly        
Rainbows           Ms Kirsten Cook        
Brownies           Ms Michelle Nicholls  
Guides           Mrs J Pelham            

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/rjones853


 
 
 

Sunday Worship at London Road URC, Ewell 
 

Morning Worship at 10.30  
 

 Minister  Revd Roger Jones    020 8393 4270 
 
 Secretary  Mrs Pamela Galliers    
 
 Treasurer   
 
 Serving Elders Mrs. P Galliers, Miss R Holmes. 
 

Officers, Leaders and Representatives 

 
 Church Administrator Mrs. Sophie Trayers    
 Housekeeping   
 Flower rota   Mrs. P. Galliers 
 Lettings    Mr R Hamilton 
 Organist   Vacant 
 Safeguarding  Mr. D. Mugridge 
 Deputy safeguarding Nobuko Tsuyuki   
 Commitment for Life Revd B Pearson 
 Pulpit Supply   Revd B Pearson 
 Friendship Hour  Revd B Pearson & Mr. D. Sexton 
 Lunch Club   Mr. D. Sexton 
 Bible Study   Revd B Pearson 
 Finance & Property  Mr. D. Mugridge & Mr. M. Westbrook 
 Synod Rep.   Miss Rosemary Holmes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


